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INTRODUCTION. 



This volume is the result of a conviction in the 
mind of the Author, that a fundamental error pre- 
v^ls in the mode which is at present adopted to 
convey instruction in the Art of Speaking. 

The true Art of Speech is the effective repre- 
sentation of our thoughts by language. To say 
what we mean, and to say that pleasingly and 
impressively, are the ends towards which aU in- 
struction in oratory should be directed. 

Now what are the means at present employed 
by the Professors of the Art of Speech to ac- 
complish these objects? Simply the study and 
practice of recitation. There is no conmiunication 
of knowledge — no education of the mind in 
habits of thought and reflection — no formation of 
opinion^ conviction, and belief: but the scholar 
merely learns and repeats certain hackneyed pieces 
of declamation, poetry, or dramatic composition ; 
and when he can pronounce " Othello's Apology," 
"Holla's Address," "Young Lochinvar," and 
other similar time-worn extracts from our litera- 
ture, to the sufficient admiration of his friends, he 
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is considered to be perfectly instructed in the Art 
of Speech ! 

But how great an error is there here ! All that 
has so far been done is to have taught the student 
how to say his words, without giving him any 
words to say. He is a perfect reciter of other 
people's ideas and language, but cannot utter a 
thought of his own. In brief, he has been in- 
structed simply in the mechanism of the art, and 
is left without materials to use, and without tools 
to handle. 

If we seek for proof of this, we find it in our 
daily experience. Of the thousands who learn 
what is called "Elocution" in our schools, how 
rarely do we meet with even one who can express 
himself with tolerable clearness and propriety ! 
The cause of this is plain : they have not been 
taught to think ; and therefore, when thought is 
required from them, they have none to give. To 
teach a scholar elocution, without educating his 
mind, is like erecting a pump without digging for 
the water. The machine is there, and it is capable 
of work ; but it is of no service to you, for you 
can turn it to no practical account. 

The Author ventures to think that a far better 
mode of instruction in the important study of 
which he treats, might be easily devised. He is 
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not vain enough to imagine that the present 
volume developes the best plan that could be con- 
ceived ; but in the absence of a better, it may 
perhaps be found not altogether unworthy of con- 
sideration; at least, it may serve as a pioneer. 
The idea which this work seeks to realise is that 
the practice of discussion forms a much better 
exercise for the student, than the fatiguing reci- 
tation system which is now pursued. It teaches 
him at once Thought, Style, and Delivery : — 
thought, in the preparation which is requisite, 
even for the simplest debate; — style, through 
the necessity which the speaker finds of due order 
and arrangement in his ideas; — and delivery, 
in the utterance of his speech. 

Elocution is doubtless an important part of the 
art of speech, but it is not the whole of it. The 
voice, the gesture, the manner, the action, and 
the expression are beyond question matters that 

demand great care and attention ; but the educa- 
tion and training of the mind are greater matters 
still. 

Even, however, if Delivery were the whole Art 
of Speech, as the much-misunderstood expression 
of Demosthenes is often made to imply — surely 
the utterance of his own sentiments must be a far 
better elocutionary lesson to the student, than the 
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recitation of words which (let him be as earnest ajj 
he may) can never truly represent his own ideas 
and thoughts. But Delivery is not the whole Art 
of Speech. A speaker must have a subject, and 
must know how to arrange his ideas upon it, 
before he can speak with eflFect ; hence, the course 
of instruction is evidently, — first Knowledge, 
then Style, and lastly Delivery. 

This argument is the basis of the plan which 
the Author has attempted to develope in his book. 
He has written, first, some Complete Debates. He 
could not expect that young minds would be im- 
mediately and intuitively ready to discuss, with- 
out instruction or model, the questions, however 
simple, which might be placed before them ; hence 
he has composed complete speeches, which, without 
pretending to perfection in either thought or style, 
may still serve to awaken thought, to establish 
principle, and to convey general information* 
These debates are made to turn upon questions 
which involve at once practical, moral, and specu- 
lative truth, and are meant to tend at the same 
time to inquiry, and conviction. 

Next follow some Outlines of Debates, with 
ample references to the most accessible sources of 
information on each particular topic. The Author 
presumes that, after practising, for a time, the re- 
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citation of the complete discussions, the minds of 
the students will be in some measure prepared to 
supply information and thought, and will need to be 
exercised mainly in the arrangement of their ideas. 
He has therefore noted some of the chief arguments 
that may be used on either side, and has thus left 
the scholar to clothe the ideas in language, and to 
methodise the thoughts he has formed. The ques- 
tions which these Outlines are intended to discuss, 
are of similar nature to the subjects of the complete 
debates, in order that the learner may not be led 
into altogether new and strange fields of study. 

Lastly, the Author has annexed a mere list of 
Questions for Discussion, simply attaching to 
them such brief notes as they may require to ex- 
plain their meaning, and such references as may 
lead the debater to the readiest sources of informa- 
tion on the subjects to which they pertain. In the 
first division of the book he presents Ideas, Arrange- 
ments, and Words ; in the second, he presents 
Ideas only ; and in the third, he gives merely the 
Subject. The questions are such as will serve 
to test the progress of the student; for almost 
all the leading principles and ideas required for 
their discussion are evolved in the earlier portions 
of the Work : and the manner in which the scholar 
adopts and uses them, will serve to show how far 
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the prior exercises may have been of service and 
advantage to him. 

It may perhaps be imagined that the subjects 
selected for debate are of too difficult a character 
for school-boys. In reply, it might suffice to say 
that, whilst the Work is chiefly meant for school 
use, it is also intended for Debating Societies gene- 
rally : it may be as well, however, to add that the 
majority of these questions have been discussed by 
school-boys under the Author's own observation ; 
and that singular success and pleasure have at- 
tended the debates. Some years since, the Author 
introduced his plan into several first-rate educa- 
tional establishments in Town, audit is the decided 
success of his experiment which alone has led him 
to publish this book. 

One word as to the Book itself. — The Author 
has sought, not merely to open inquiry, but 
to educe results. He has endeavoured to take 
advantage of every possible opportunity for en- 
forcing true and useful principles; and without 
aiming at the pedantic introduction of either me- 
taphysics or philosophy, has humbly ventured to 
open many mines of thought both in mental and 
moral science. 

London^ 1846. 
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At the first general meeting of members for the 
establishment of the class, the title of the society 
should be resolved upon, the laws of debate agreed 
to, and a secretary elected, whose duty it will be 
to keep minutes of the proceedings. 

General meetings should be held half-yearly, to 
confirm, amend, or extend the laws, and to elect 
or re-elect the secretary. 

At the ordinary meetings, after the election of 
the Chairman from amongst the members, the 
secretary should read the minutes of the previous 
meeting. When they have been confirmed, the 
Chcurman should call upon the gentleman who has 
undertaken to open the debate, to address the 
meeting. 

It is then usual for the seconder to speak ; and 
afterwards the other members, at their pleasure. 
When all who wish to speak have spoken, the 
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Chairman calls on the opener for his reply ; after 
which the question is put from the chair, and de- 
cided by show of hands. This done, the question 
to be discussed at the next meeting is proposed, 
seconded, and agreed upon. The class then ad- 
journs. 

No member is allowed to speak twice, except 
the opener in reply, or any one in explanation. 

The opener has no right to introduce fresh ar- 
guments into his reply : he can only refer to what 
has gone before. 

The Chairman cannot speak unless he quits the 
chair; nor can he vote unless the numbers be 
equal: in which case he gives the casting vote. 

It will be found advisable to limit each speaker 
to a particular time, say ten minutes : the opener 
may be allowed fifteen minutes. 

If all who wbh to speak, cannot do so on one 
occasion, the debate may be adjourned until next 
meeting; — the mover of the adjournment, or the 
seconder, in the mover's absence, re-opening the 
discussion. 
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PART L 



COMPLETE DEBATES. 



Question I. 

Which is of the greatest benefit to his country — 
the Warrior^ — the Statesmany — or the Poet ? 

First Speaker. — Sir, The question which I 
have undertaken to open, is, I think, one of con- 
siderable importance and interest. We are to be 
called upon to say — Which is of the greatest be- 
nefit to his country — the Warrior, — the States- 
man, — or the Poet ? The Warrior is the man 
who directs the physical strength of his nation — 
the man who fights its battles, repulses its in- 
vaders, holds discontent in check, and defends 
its rights at the hazard of his life : the Statesman 
is the man who directs the mental force of his 
nation ; who by his keen intellect devises laws, 
avoids evils, secures social order, and controls the 
wild elements of popular feeling : and the Poet is 
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2 THE DEBATER. 

the man who guides the moral power of his nation : 
who teaches it truths arouses it to goodness, and 
impresses it with beauty. Yes, it is important to 
judge between these three : to know which is the 
noblest kind of power ; to discern the highest sort 
of greatness. For our conduct depends in no 
small measure upon our opinions, and according 
to the idea that we form of greatness, shall we 
alone endeavour to be great. Moreover, the 
question is a difficult one. Much thought is 
necessary to elucidate it, and much insight to de- 
termine it with truth. It is like judging between 
the different members of the body. For the 
Warrior is the arm, — the Statesman the head, — 
and the Poet the heart, of the community : and 
just as it is difficult to choose between the mem- 
bers of the body physical, so is it difficult to 
choose between the members of the body politic 
I shall wait, Sir, to hear the sentiments of others 
before I decide, and for the present shall content 
myself with this simple introduction of the ques- 
tion, trusting that it will receive that full discus- 
sion which it merits. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, I quite agree with 
the opener that he has presented us with a diffi- 
cult subject for debate. And, I think, with all 
submission, that our friend has increased the diffi- 
culty by the selection of these particular characters. 
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For I cannot believe that they are the beet repre- 
sentatives that he could have found, of the differ- 
ent kinds of force between which he calls on us 
to choose. Granting that the soldier fairly repre- 
sents the physical strength of his nation, — might 
we not say with justice that the Philosopher is a 
completer type of its mind than the Statesman, 
and the Divine a fairer emblem of its moral 
power than the Poet ? To make the question 
more debateable, however, without materially 
altering the opener's words, — would it not be 
better to ask — Which is of the greatest benefit to 
his country — the Warrior, — the wise States- 
man, — or the Christian Poet ? 

Openek. — Sir, I have no objection at all to 
the question being understood as the gentleman 
wishes : though I think the distinction he has 
drawn is hardly necessary. In a certain sense 
the Statesman is the Philosopher, and the Poet 
is the Divine. The Statesman represents Philo- 
sophy, inasmuch as he sways by mental strength ; 
and the Poet represents the Divine, inasmuch 
as he is an Apostle of Eternal Truth, and a 
preacher to the soul, I avoided the terms " Phi- 
losopher" and ** Divine " in my question, because 
I know that the words are very often misused, 
and because I feared that instead of a calm and 
temperate debate, we should be led into a wide 

B 2 



4 THE DEBATER. 

field of disputed science and theological contro- 
versy. I think, Sir, that after this explanation 
the discussion may be safely allowed to flow in 
the channel which I originally opened for it. 

Second Speaker (in continuation). — I am 
quite satisfied. Sir, with the remarks of my friend, 
and shall proceed to consider the question as he 
proposed It. We are to judge, then, between the 
Warrior, the Statesman, and the Poet : and 
the result of my brief reflections leads me to 
speak in favour of the first. I do not mean 
to deny the great value of the Statesman, nor do 
I forget the important mission of the Poet ; but it 
certainly seems to me that the Warrior does more 
for his nation than either of the others. To him we 
owe the national safety, and that sense of security 
which developes all our best wisdom and energy. 
The fame of his valour, and the prestige that 
attaches to his name, preserve his country from 
attack; or If it is attacked, tend to secure for It 
victory and honour. By a beautiful arrangement 
of Providence, the Warrior is thus made the 
Harbinger of peace. Of the supreme value of 
Peace, I need scarcely speak. Under its bene- 
ficent smile Commerce thrives. Science advances, 
the Arts flourish. Civilization spreads improve- 
ment, and social happiness is secured to man. 
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The Warrior is a practical lesson of heroism, too, 
to his nation. By fixing men's admiration on his 
courage, he leads them to imitate it. One hero 
makes many. There never was a dauntless War- 
rior yet who did not raise a dauntless armv. And 
this dauntlessness is not the mere passionate ex- 
citement of a moment, but becomes a principle, 
influencing the whole conduct. It is not confined 
to the field of battle. It teaches a man to endure 
calamity — to despise slander — to resist oppres- 
sion — and to defend insulted right. Sir, I 
honour the Hero- Warrior much. He seems to 
me not only a personification of bravery, but a 
creator of it ; he plucks the sweet flower Peace 
from the sharp nettle War ; and he is a constant 
incarnation of the great and useful truth that 
exertion overcomes difficulty, and courage ensures 
conquest. With these remarks I resume my seat. 

Third Speaker. — Sir, The opener of this 
debate said with some aptness that the Warrior 
was the arm, the Statesman the head, and the 
Poet the heart, of the body politic. I like the 
simile, and adopt it. But does it not tend to fix 
our verdict absolutely on the Statesman ? Is not 
the head the most important part of the living 
man ? Compare it with the arm I The arm only 
acts — the head thinks; — and is not thought (the 
originator) greater than action (the product)? 

B 3 
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The Thinker is always greater and nobler than the 
Doer. The arm is dependant on the head ; — the 
head is not dependant on the arm. Take away 
the arm — the head may be sound and useful still: 
but take away the head — and of what good will the 
arm be then ? In like manner you may remove 
the Warrior, and the state will flourish notwith- 
standing; whilst without the Statesman, it will 
gink into decay and ruin. The Statesman needs 
the Warrior but rarely — the Warrior always 
needs the Statesman. Give an army to a General, 
without instructions from the state, and unless 
that General be a Statesman too, he will embroil 
where he ought to pacify — pimish where he ^ught 
to conciliate — and rouse revenge instead of pro- 
ducing submission. We have been told that a 
great Warrior is a perpetual type of heroism to 
his fellow-men: but let me put this question: 
Suppose that great Warrior should be (as great 
warriors have generally been) cruel, inhuman, 
blood-thirsty, and tyrannical, is he then a type fit to 
follow ? Is such a man worthy of imitation — 
valuable in the state? Or is he not rather the 
most dangerous member of the community? — 
a poison-seed cast into the ploughed heart of so- 
ciety, bearing evil fruit a thousand-fold ? Com- 
pared with the Statesman and the Poet, the 
Warrior appears to me the least estimable of the 
three. I have now then only to decide between 
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the other two. I own that I incline towards the 
Statesman. I look upon the great Statesman of 
a nation as the head of its thought and philosophy 
— the guide of its energies — the centre and re- 
presentative of its emotions, passions, and ambi- 
tions. I call to mind what our own great States- 
men have done for this country — how they have 
led it through perils of war and revolution that 
seemed overwhelming, and in defiance of all, have 
established its prosperity upon a rock : and, con- 
sequently, I feel that the man who can do this 
must be amongst the greatest of his race, and 
deserves the highest esteem that can be awarded 
to human exertion. To the Statesman, then, I 
give my vote. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, If the palm of 
merit is to be accorded to that one of the three 
men before us who accomplishes the greatest 
palpable and immediate good to the community 
of which he is a member, I should unhesitatingly 
place it on the brow of the Statesman. He 
is the pilot who, seeing clearly and estimating 
carefully the dangers that surround the vessel, 
steers it safely through them all : and if we can 
understand the value of such a helmsman in a diip 
at sea, we can readily conceive the important ser- 
vice that the pilot of the state performs for the 
community he guides. His value is felt and seen, 
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too: the quiet, the contentment, the harmony, 
existing in the country are proofs of his ability 
and power, which speak to all at once, and at once 
gain the reward of our admiration. 

But I think we should not judge thus super- 
ficially. We must look deeper than this, if we 
wish to reach the truth. It is not the most evi- 
dent merit that is always the most real and wor- 
thy. Quiet influences often do more than noisy 
ones. The deepest rivers always flow the most 
silently. And looking beneath the surface of the 
question now in hand, I seem to think that the 
Poet does more true and valuable service to the 
community than either the Soldier or the States- 
man. I do not speak of the mere Rhymer, of 
course: I mean the real and great Poet — the 
earnest apostle of Truth and Beauty; — the man 
who, speaking to the divine part of humanity, lifts 
it above its mean and grovelling passions, and 
allies it permanently to what is pure and noble. 
The Poet's office is one of the highest that I know. 
It is to purify the heart, — to elevate the moral 
sense, — to calm the perturbed spirit when agi- 
tated by its earthly trials, — to refresh the tired 
soul with draughts from the spring of Eternal 
Beauty. The Poet is a voice ever speaking to 
our immortal part, ever telling us that earth is not 
our final home. Were there no such voice to 
speak to us, our souls would become stupified and 



THE rOET^ STATESMAN^ AHI> WABRIOB. 9 

lost in the perplexing cares and sordid ambitions 
of the world : but as it is, the Poet continually 
reminds us of our great and lofty destiny, and 
so leads us more nobly to fulfil it. We have 
a threefold life; a physical life — a mental life, 
and a moral life; — of these the last only is im- 
mortal. The Warrior leads our physical part — 
the Statesman our mental part — and the Poet 
our immortal part. For this reason I hold that 
the Poet's is the highest mission of the three. 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir, With much that was 
admirable and eloquent in the speech of the gentle- 
man who has just resumed his seat, I think there 
was also much that was visionary and unproved* 
The Poet should do all that our friend has described, 
but does he? I submit that this is yet unshown. 
Will the gentleman maintain that all great Poets 
have purified the world, elevated the moral sense, 
and kept chaste the human heart? Are there no 
licentious Poets? no sceptical Poets? no misan- 
thropic Poets? What was Ovid? What was 
Shelley? What was Byron? Will our friend 
pretend to say that Ovid is an apostle of morality 
— that Shelley is a teacher of holiness — that By- 
ron is a promulgator of philanthropy ? Sir, if the 
Poet's ofiice is to teach what these men teach, I 
must say that I do not believe that it is very be- 
neficial to mankind. It seems to me that at best 
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the good which the Poet does is visionary. We 
do not secy we cannot traccy his influence; and how, 
then, can we say with certainty, that it is vast and 
good ? I think we act much more wisely in be- 
stowing our esteem upon men whose work is per- 
ceptible — such as the Warrior and the Philoso- 
pher or Statesman. We see what the Soldier does 
— we see what the Statesman does: — between 
ihemy therefore, our judgment must lie. I give 
my vote, without hesitation, to the Warrior. He 
may not perhaps mean the most good, but he does 
the most. He is the means of extending conunerce 
and civilization — he is a hero and the creator of 
heroes — he introduces order, discipline and regu- 
larity into the state — he is the fearless protector 
of his country's rights, and the patriotic architect 
of its renown. History seems to say to us that a 
country always flourishes most under military 
rule, ^me proves this: — Sparta proves this: 
— our own country proves this. Rome was hap- 
piest when her l^ons were the most victorious ; 
— Greece was greatest when Miltiades and Leo- 
nidas led its arms to victory; — and England was 
greatest when Cromwell's strong arm ruled its 
destinies. The Statesman's office is a great one, 
doubtless ; — but the Warrior's seems to me even 
greater. I, for my part, would cheerfully give up 
our Chathams for our Nelsons. For the Warrior, 
then, I give my ready vote. 



THE rOET, STATESHAK; AJfD WABBIOB. 11 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, I do not wonder that 
60 many of the speakers have adopted the cause of 
the Warrior — for there is something very attrac- 
tive in the character. Nay, at the first sight there 
is something even beautiful in it — very beautifuL 
To direct a mass of men to the accomplishment of 
one settled pnrpose, — to unite their various ener- 
gies in a given direction, — to fix one aim in a 
hundred thousand bosoms, — to lead that mass on 
to battle, — and to win the victory in defiance of 
difiiculty, danger, and death, — seems a great and 
noble achievement; — and in this simple aspect, it 
is so, undoubtedly. The fame, too, — the glory — 
the universal acclaim and distinction that await 
•*the hero of a hundred fights ;" — the trappings — 
the banners — the excitement — the thrilling battle- 
music — the "pride, pomp, and circumstance of 
glorious war," — all these conspire to attract us 
towards the military character, and to invest it 
with a high degree of dignity and excellence. 

But when. Sir, I come to look through these 
vestments of the Warrior, and see the man him- 
self, to my sight there is not a more melancholy 
spectacle. I Bpeak not now of the gallant soldier 
who fi^ts to defend his home, his liberties, and 
all he holds most dear — no! honour be to him 
wherever he may be I I speak of the soldier by 
trade — the soldier of enterprise and conquest — 
the soldier who fights for hire or plunder. I called 
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him a melancholy sight ; and so indeed he is. For 
what is he ? Let us be plain — a murderer : — a 
wilful and deliberate murderer ; before whose cool 
atrocity the secret slaughter of the frenzied assas- 
sin rises into virtue. He goes into the field of 
battle : — he deliberately plans the destruction of 
the fellow-creatures opposed to him : — brings the 
most powerful and terrible material agents of the 
earth to aid his horrid purpose ; and is not satis- 
fied till one or other — perhaps both — of the con- 
tending hosts are exterminated. I cannot conceive 
of murder more foul than this : and I appeal to all 
who hear me whether this is not the characteristic 
of the Warrior in general ? Survey your list of 
heroes ! Hannibal — Caesar — William the Con- 
queror — Cromwell — Bonaparte — are not the 
very names synonymous with cruelty, rapine and 
murder? Oh, Heaven forbid that after this we 
should ever look upon the Warrior as a benefactor 
to his nation! To me he seems its curse — its 
plague — its dishonour. I speak plainly, Sir, and 
emphatically — for I see that the brilliancy of the 
military character has misled many here, as it has 
misled millions in the world, and I wish, so far as 
my humble power will let me, to strip it of its 
false glitter, and expose it in its bare and ghastly 
deformity. 

Between the Poet and the Statesman I can 
scarcely judge ; — and I shall wait before I decide. 
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My feelings mcline me towards the Poet, but I 
have not yet heard arguments sufficiently convinc- 
ing to sway me altogether in his favour. I rose 
chiefly to dispel, if possible, the false glory that 
attaches to the Warrior, and if I have in the least 
succeeded, I shall be perfectly content. 

Seventh Speaker. — I think, Sir, that we 
owe much to the gentleman who has just sat 
down for the very proper light in which he has 
placed the character of one of the three indivi- 
duals between whom we are to judge. We are 
now left to choose, I fancy, between only two. 
The choice seems to me to be tolerably easy. 
The Statesman certainly appears to deserve the 
higher honour. It has been well said that he 
rules the mind of his country. Besides this, he 
rules all the external circumstances connected with 
the condition of the people : he regulates their 
commerce, their manufactures, their physical and 
intellectual improvement. He rules by a noble 
style of Force, too — the force of intellect. By a 
stroke of the pen, he does more than the War- 
rior can do in fifty battles. His breath is stronger 
than the roar of cannon. We cannot see the 
Statesman to greater advantage than by compar- 
ing him with the Warrior. The Warrior leads 
bodily strength : — actual, tangible force ; — the 
Statesman directs (by invisible power) the minds 
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of men: leads their reason — holds the reins of 
their obedience — and represses discontent by the 
simple force of written law. His parchment 
conquers more completely than the other's sword. 
His will binds faster than the other's chains. There 
is something almost sublime about a great States- 
man. He has the keen clear eye to see a nation's 
wants — the wise judgment to devise the re- 
medy — the strong bold hand to apply it. Firm- 
ness, vigilance, justice, moderation, mercy, dig- 
nity, — these are the qualities of the Statesman, 
and they are, to say the least of them, qualities 
noble and god-like, qualities which cannot fail to 
command our admiration. They have secured 
mine, and for the Statesman I shall vote. 

Eighth Speaker. — Sir, A gentleman who 
spoke with particular boldness and confidence 
upon this very diflScult subject, said — with an 
air of triumph which did not sit well upon him — 
for it was simply the triumph of thoughtlessness 
— not to say of folly : — this gentleman said that 
although the Poet ought to refine the heart, and 
purify the soul, of man, he mostly, or frequently, 
fails to do so, and therefore has but a visionary 
and unproved claim upon our esteem. Are there 
not — said one triumphant-thoughtless friend — 
are there not licentious poets — sceptical poets — 
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misanthropic poets ? Why, doubtless there are : 
and might I not ask m return — Are there no bru- 
tal warriors — are there no stupid Statesmen? 
Sir, the gentleman has taken false Poets as his 
sample of true ones, and so has fallen into deep 
error in his judgment. We are to decide, I ap- 
prehend, between the great Warrior, the wise 
Statesman, and the true Poet, not fix upon bad 
specimens of either. 

Judging in this manner. Sir, I presume to add 
my feeble testimony to the superior service ren- 
dered to society by the Poet, as compared with the 
two other great men. He seems to me infinitely 
higher than they are. The soul is the domain he 
rules : and as high as the soul is above the body 
and the brain, so high is the Poet above the Warrior 
and the Statesman. The Warrior writes his law 
(of Force) in blood ; the Statesman pens his law 
on mouldering parchment; the Poet traces his 
upon the universal heart of man : and while the 
heart of man exists, the Poet's laws can never die. 
For they are laws of beauty and of harmony. 
The law of the Warrior dies with him. Disperse 
the force he wields, he passes away and is for- 
gotten. The law of the Statesman perishes with 
the parchment on which he writes it: laws are 
superseded by laws, as waves are superseded by 
waves. But the law of the Poet is imperishable : 
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it is a law for all tiine^ and will last till time shall 
be no longer. The works of Alexander are no 
more — who can trace them ? The works of Solon 
are no more — who acts upon his laws? But 
Homer, like a writer of yesterday, stands fresh 
and young before us, and shall so remain, when 
the very names of Alexander and of Solon shall 
have faded from the memory of man. 

Ninth Speaker. — I am grateful. Sir, to the 
last speaker for pointing out to us that we are to 
judge of the characters before us by their most 
perfect specimens ; and this emboldens me to 
venture yet a word in favour of that character so 
much aspersed by some — the Warrior. The 
speakers who have so blackened the military cha- 
racter must surely have forgotten our Coeur de 
Lions — our Cromwells — our Blakes — our 
Nelsons — our Wellingtons I But even if they 
chose to forget history, was it so difficult to 
imagine a Soldier- Hero, that they could not even 
give us an idea of one ? that they were obliged to 
give us false ideas of the character ? " Murder- 
ers " — " Barbarians" — " Plunderers :" — are 
Warriors always this ? Have we heard of no 
virtuous — merciful — incorruptible heroes ? Is 
Hannibal a reality — or a dream ? Have any here 
read of Wallace, — or is the name only a vision of 
my own ? Are Cincinnatus, Leonidas, Washing- 
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tou, men who once lived on earth — or are they 

only 

" false creations 

Proceeding from my heat-oppressed brain ?** 

The soldier^ Sir^ has not been fairly dealt with. 
Let his detractors imagine an invader landing on 
our peaceful shores with chains and slavery in 
his million-hands : let them imagine the wild 
terror and mad fear that would arise in the hearts 
of our people : let them imagine our commerce 
stopped — our supplies cut off — our lives threa- 
tened : one universal throb of dread in all men's 
souls. Let them imagine at the darkest mo- 
ment a hero rising from the mass: iustilling 
courage into the heart, infusing patriotism into 
the spirit, exciting strength in the arms, — of 
the people. Let them imagine him forming them 
into enthusiastic armies — imbuing them with 
stem and high resolve — leading them with 
dauntless courage into the field of battle — and 
directing their strength and valour against the 
enslaving Foe till he is overcome, forced to fly in 
defeat, and curbed for ever: and if, after ima- 
gining all this, they do not think higher of the 
Soldier-Hero than they have done to-night, I will 
give up my defence of him. 

Tenth Speaker. — Sir, The gentleman who 

has just addressed us has very eloquently de- 

C 
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scribed the value of the Hero, and the seryice he 
renders to his country : but he has not compared 
him with the other characters before us, and 
therefore has failed to lead us to a conclusion on 
the matter. Now I have listened very attentively 
to the speeches already made, and I must say that 
I feel irresistibly led towards the conclusion that 
our vote should be decidedly in favour of the Poet. 
For the Poet seems to me to be — in the best 
points of their character — at once the Statesman 
and the Warrior. What constitutes a state? 
Not the bodies — not the minds — but the free 
souls of its citizens. To give laws to the soul is 
the Poet's mission, and nobly he performs his 
task. Where is the parchment that shows us 
such a law as Shakspere gives us when he enjoins 
Mercy ? — 

" The quality of Mercy is not strained, 
It droppeth like the gentle dew from Heaven, 
Upon the place beneath ; — it is twice bless'd, — 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes ; 
* Tis mightiest in the mightiest : it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown/* 

Show me the parchment that contains a law like 
that, and I will almost fall down and worship the 
Statesman that devised it. Well does an eloquent 
vrriter* of the present day say, — 

" Whence does the State its inspiration draw 
Of mercy ? 'Tis the Poet frames the Law:* 
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And well does another great writer say^ that 
** Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the 
world, " 

And so the Poet is the Warrior too. What 
hero ever led his men to battle to such strains as 
those of Henry V. to his soldiers^ from the pen 
of Poet Shakspere : or as those of Bruce to his 
army, from the pen of Poet Bums? — 

** Scots, wha hae wi* Wallace bled 1 
Scots, wham Brace has aflimes led, 
Welcome to your gory bed ! 

Or to glorious victory ! 

** Now's the day, and now*8 the honr, — 
See the front of battle lour ;^ 
See approach proud £dward*s power — 
Edward I chains and slavery ! 

** Wha wad be a traitor knave ? 
Wha wad fill a coward's grave ? 
Wha sae base as be a slave ? 

Traitor! coward! turn and fleej 
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Wha for Scotland's king and law 
Freedom's sword will strongly draw, — 
Freeman stand or freeman fa', — 

Caledonians ! on wi' me ! 

By oppression's woes and pains I 
By our sons in^ervile chains ! 
We will drain our dearest veins. 

But th^ shall — they shall — be free ! 
c s 
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** Lay the proud usurpers low, 
Tyrants fall in every foe, 
Liberty's in every blow I 

Foswabd! let us do os die!'* 

Who does not feel that the heart which felt 
that was the true Warrior heart after all ? Who 
does not feel, as the wild strain flashes through his 
soul, that he too could fight for liberty and right 
whilst a pulse of life remained in him ? 

In another point of view too — a far higher 
one — the Poet is the Warrior. He is for ever 
at war with the great foe of man — £viL No 
matter in what shape the monster comes — False- 
hood — Tyranny — Persecution — Superstition — 
Hypocrisy — Selfishness : — he dauntlessly attacks 
it in all. His life is one battle against wrong. 
To bring about the reign of good on earth, is his 
unceasing effort ; and with an ardour compared with 
which the enthusiasm of the soldier sinks into 
insignificance, he fights under his sacred banner, 
enduring sorrow and defying death. Yes I the 
Poet is the Warrior. 

I wonder it has not occurred to any other 
speaker that the Warrior and the Statesman them^ 
selves admit the superiority of the Poet. Why 
does the Statesman toil ? That the Poet may cele- 
brate his deeds, and hand his name down to 
posterity. Why does the Warrior front the can- 
non's mouth? That the bard may sing his victories. 
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Is not this an acknowledgment, plain and palpable, 
that the Warrior and the Statesman both consider 
the Poet superior to themselves? With this I 
shall conclude. 

First Speaker (m reply). — Sir, I have no 
hesitation in saying that the very full and able 
debate to which we have listened, has tended to con- 
vince me beyond doubt that of the three characters 
whom I submitted to your judgment the Poet is 
by far the noblest, the highest, and the worthiest. 
He is above the Warrior, inasmuch as the immor- 
tal must always transcend the perishable ; and he 
is above the Statesman, inasmuch as morality 
must ever be superior to intellectual wisdom. 
The good which the Warrior does, tends towards 
evil, and most generally produces evil ; the good 
that the Statesman does, is mutable and tempo- 
rary ; but the good that the Poet does is ever- 
lasting. Love of glory animates the Warrior ; 
so that his good deeds originate, at most, in sel- 
fishness. The Statesman follows virtue for ex- 
pediency's sake, and this shows him to be selfish 
too. But the Poet worships truth for its own 
sake alone, and never till he abandons self can 
he be a Poet at all. 

I fear, however, it may be thought that all this 
is speculative. Let us therefore for a moment 
^ew the question with the eye of fact. I will 
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select from our history the greatest Warrior, 
the greatest Philosopher, and the greatest Poet 
that I find there. I will take Cromwell as our 
Hero, Bacon as our Statesman, and Shakspere 
as our Poet. The same influences tended to 
produce all three, — nearly the same time beheld 
them, — they are therefore fit objects to be mu- 
tually compared. 

What then did Cromwell do for his country ? 
Raised it doubtless to its highest pinnacle of 
political greatness : conquered its enemies — struck 
terror into the hearts of its malcontents — ac- 
quired for it the dominion of the seas — first, in- 
deed, gave England that high supremacy in the 
world which from that time to this she has held. 

But let us look a little further. What do we 
see following his despotic rule ? That which al- 
ways results from military despotism — licen- 
tiousness, irreligion, moral slavery. Charles the 
Second would never have demoralised us, had not 
Cromwell first trodden us down.' So it is always 
with the conqueror. I could show you, were it 
necessary, many parallel instances, some from 
our own records — some from those of France 
and other countries. Wherever the iron heel of 
the Warrior treads, there spring up foul and pes- 
tilential weeds which poison the whole atmosphere 
around, and flower into misery and crime. So 
much then for our Hero ! 
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And now what of our Statesman ? I grant 
that the clearest and most sagacious mind in all 
philosophy is the mind of Bacon, and that his 
philosophy (rightly studied and understood) is of 
a high, pure, and useful character. But what has 
he done for us ? To say nothing of the miser- 
able example he sets us by his own conduct, 
(which shows how little his philosophy is cal- 
culated to influence and improve the life,) do we 
not find that the effect of his works has been to 
plunge Europe in scepticism, if not infidelity — 
in doubt, if not darkness ? To it are clearly 
owing the disbelief of Hume — the atheistic 
philosophism of the last century — and the mean, 
ignoble, calculating utilitarianism of the present 
day. I do not impute this fault to Bacon, nor 
to his philosophy ; I merely instance it to prove 
that all mere mental teaching is vain, useless, and 
injurious, — that it fills the mind without touch- 
ing the heart, and that it makes a man wise with- 
out leading him to be good. 

But who can estimate the vast benefit that Shak- 
spere did and is doing to his country ? Who can 
sufficiently point out the effect of his chivalrous 
patriotism — his pure benevolence — his high phi- 
losophy -^ his sound morality — his universal sym- 
pathies — his glorious aspirations to nobler and to 
better worlds than this ? The Warrior, as we 
have seen, links man to man by the word of com- 

c 4 
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inand, the word of authority. The Statesman, as 
we have seen, links man to man by the principle 
of mutual dependence and of self-interest. But 
the Poet links man to man by the holy tie of 
sympathy and brotherhood — a tie which no autho- 
rity, no force, can break. Place then these three 
men side by side — Cromwell, Bacon, Shakspere; 
and let your choice point out to you the answer 
you should give to the question now before us. 
You will not hesitate, for you cannot doubt. For 
whilst you will perceive that the Warrior and the 
Statesman are but the creatures of the day that 
produces them, and perish with that day; you 
will also find that the Poet engraves his glory so 
deeply on the heart of man, that till the heart of 
man perishes for ever in the grave of time, that 
glory shall be fresh and inefi&ceable. 
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Question II. 

Are the Mental Capacities of the Sexes equal f 

Opener. — Sir, In rising to open the question 
which has been put from the chair, I assure you 
that I feel I stand in need of much indulgence. 
I expect no small amount of reproach and con- 
tumely for the part I mean to take in this debate, 
for I know the gallantry of many of my friends 
aroimd me, and I fully make up my mind to 
smart under the weight of it. However, I prefer 
truth to reputation, and I do not mind a wound 
or two in a cause that I feel to be right. I will 
meet my fate boldly at all events ; and I will at 
once declare that, so far as I have been enabled 
to judge, I have been led to believe that the men- 
tal capacities of the sexes are not equal ; — that 
the man's intellect is, on the average, superior to 
the woman's. I am quite ready to own that this 
rule will not hold universally. One cannot read 
the records of the world — one cannot look round 
his own circle of acquaintance, — without perceiv- 
ing that some women are superior to some men. 
But I arrive at my present judgment, by ob- 
serving that the best samples of the male sex are 
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far superior to the best samples of the female 
sex; and that the bulk of the male sex is far 
superior to the bulk of the female sex. 

We see this proved whichever way we turn. 
In history, which shines the brighter — the male 
sex, or the female ? Look among Sovereigns. 
Where is the female Caesar ? — the female Alfred ? 

— the female Alexander? Or take Legislators. 
What woman have we to compare with Solon or 
Lycurgus ? Where are the female philosophers, 
moreover ? Where is their Socrates — their 
Plato — their Newton ? In literature, too — are 
the great names those of the fairer, or of the 
sterner, sex ? Homer, Shakspere, Milton, Byron, 

— what lady-writers equal these ? 

I shall not enter into the philosophical part of 
the question at all. Facts are the strongest ar- 
guments, and facts I have produced. Besides, I 
dare say that some of my supporters will choose 
that view of the matter ; and into their hands I 
am quite willing to resign it. 

I feel that I should weaken my cause were I 
to say more. I therefore commit the question 
to the fair and full discussion of the meeting, 
quite convinced that a just conclusion will at 
length be arrived at. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, My friend who has 
just resumed his seat has regarded this question 
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as it is answered by history. I will view it by 
the light of reason and philosophy. 

I think then that women were meant to be 
inferior to men. The female of every kind of 
animal is weaker than the male, and why should 
a distinction be made with the human species ? 

The sphere which the female is called upon to 
fill is the domestic one. To rule and to command 
is the sphere of man. He is here to govern and 
to guide. Now the exercise of authority requires 
greater mental power than the duties of the other 
sex demand; and I think that man would not 
have been called upon to rule without having the 
power to rule conferred upon him. What 
would follow if Woman were endowed with the 
highest intellect? Why that instead of temp- 
ering society with grace and softness^ she would 
embitter it with the asperities of debate ; that 
instead of being man's comforter and better angel, 
she would be his intellectual antagonist, ever at 
wordy war with him ; that instead of refining the 
hearts of those who come within the reach of her 
gentle influence, she would continually spur, ex- 
cite, and agitate their minds. Where would be 
man's refuge from the corroding cares of life and 
thought? — Where would be his domestic comfort 
and happiness? — Where would be the unutter- 
able delight that now dwells in the magic word 
'*HoME," if woman were more inte)^**-**"-"'^ 
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subtle than she is ? All these true joys would be 
lost to us ; and woman, instead of earning our gra- 
titude and affection by creating them, would be 
studying metaphysics — diving into theology — or 
searching out new stars. It seems to me that the 
very happiness of the world depends upon the 
inequalities and differences existing in the minds 
of the sexes, and therefore I shall vote with my 
friend, the opener. 

Third Speaker. — Sir, I rise to defend the 
ladies. I admit the ability of my two friends who 
have preceded me, but I dispute their arguments, 
and I utterly deny their conclusions. I shall 
deal with the opener only, and leave the other 
gentleman to the tender mercies of succeeding 
speakers. 

Our friend referred us to History : very un- 
fortunately, I think. He spoke of Bulers. 
Where is the female Cassar ? said he — and the 
female Alexander ? I am proud to reply — No 
where. No, Sir, the fair sex claim no such 
murderers, no such usurpers, no such enemies of 
mankind. They cannot boast of having carried 
fire and sword amongst defenceless nations for 
the sake of conquest and plunder ; — of having 
trodden down, with remorseless heel, the 
sweet flowers of peace and domestic happiness ; — 
of having spread desolation and death wherever 
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thej have gone. But perhaps it is as Heroes that 
our friend would have Caesar and Alexander 
viewed I Well, then, the fair sex has its heroes 
too ! Look among martyrs — you will find them 
there ; — look among dauntless demanders of right 

— you will find them there; — look among the 
patient endurers of calamity and sorrow — you 
will find them there I They have no Alexanders 

— they have no Caesars — but they have the 
courage and the bravery of the best of them: 
and they have greater virtues besides, to which 
the others cannot lay the shadow of a claim. 

Fourth Speaker. — Without intending to 
pronounce an absolute opinion upon the question 
now under ^debate, I may perhaps be permitted to 
offer you a few observations. 

I have generally noticed, Sir, that intellectual 
strength is a good deal modified by, and depend- 
ent upon, physical power. Physical power seems, 
indeed, absolutely necessary to the possessor of in- 
tellectual strength, otherwise his mental strength 
wears him out. Now, if woman has equal mental 
power, how is it that her frame is physically 
weaker? Either man has too much physical power, 
or woman too little : a proposition which I ima- 
gine cannot be sustained. 

Further: woman's brain is smaller than man's; 
and does not this of itself prove inferiority of men- 
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tal strength ? Philosophers tell us that the size of 
the brain is always the criterion of intellectual 
power : if this be so, the matter is, I suppose, at 
once decided for us. I wait, however, to be con- 
vinced by the stronger side. 

Fifth Speaker. — Then, I, Sir, will try to 
convince my friend. I will try to convince him 
that he should adopt the cause of the ladies. The 
fair sex have not yet had justice done them. 
What is the argument employed to prove their 
inferiority? Simply this: that they are not such 
strong rulers, such learned lawgivers, or such 
great poets. But suppose I grant this — the sexes 
may be mentally equal, notwithstanding. For, if 
I can show that the female sex possess qualities — 
qualities which the male sex do not — qualities 
which, though widely different from those named, 
are quite as valuable to the world ; I establish 
an argument in their favour quite as strong as 
that against them. And I can prove this. In 
affection, in constancy, in patience, in purity 
of sentiment, and in piety of life, they as far 
surpass man, as man surpasses them in mere 
physical strength. And what qualities are su- 
perior to these? Is strength of intellect supe- 
rior to strength of heart? Is the ability to 
make laws superior to the power that wins and 
keeps affection ? Is a facility in making rhymes 
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superior to sisterly love and maternal solicitude ? 
I think. Sir, that it is unwise and unfair to judge 
between the two. The spheres of the sexes are 
different, and require different powers, — but 
though different in degree, they may be, and I be- 
lieve they are, fully equal in amount. 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, A gentleman who spoke 
a few moments since, asked us whether we were 
not bound to say that as woman's brain is smaller 
than man's, she is necessarily man's intellectual in- 
ferior. I see no such necessity. The dog's brain 
is smaller than the calTs, but the dog is, notwith- 
standing, much the more intelligent of the two. 
Mere size of brain proves nothing, for diseased 
brains are often the largest : our friend, therefore, 
need not fear to vote for the ladies upon this 
account. 

The opener of the debate said rather plausibly, 
that as the male sex can boast a Shakspere, a 
Milton and a Byron, whilst the other sex cannot, 
— therefore the male sex must be superior. It is 
but a poor argument. Sir, when plainly looked at. 
We should recollect that there is but one Shak- 
spere, but one Milton, but one Byron 1 Who can 
say that the female sex may not some day surpass 
these writers, famous though they be? 

Another gentleman spoke of Philosophers. Let 
me remind him (for he seems to have forgotten, or 
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not to know) that the female sex can claim a 
De Stael, a Somerville, and a Mary Woolstoncroft. 
Not that I would claim for the ladies, for one 
moment, any merit on this ground. I think that 
scientific and literary excellence is by no means a 
laurel worth their gathering. Learning — I mean 
scholastic learning — does not sit gracefully on 
the female mind : a blue-stocking is proverbially 
disagreeable. Woman's office is to teach the heart, 
not the mind ; and when she strives for intellec- 
tual superiority, she quits a higher throne than 
ever she can win. 

Seventh Speaker. — Sir, The gentleman who 
called this a question of differenccy not of amounty 
of intellect, put the question to my thinking in its 
proper light. I quite agree with the opener of the 
debate, that in mere mental power — in mere 
clearness, force, and intensity of intellect — the 
male sex is unquestionably superior to the female. 
When we see the great names arrayed on the one 
side, and the names, though great, yet mentally 
much smaller, on the other, we cannot, I think 
have a doubt upon the matter. See, too, what 
man has done ; I mean mechanically and palpably. 
He has discovered new shores, founded empires 
and dynasties, discerned and applied mechanical 
forces, conquered stupendous difficulties, accom- 
plished great things wherever he has been. What 
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has woman done in comparison — • I mean visibly 
done? I need not press the question, for the 
answer must be on all our lips — comparatively 
nothing I But at the same time I can by no means 
admit that this proves woman to be on the whole 
inferior to the other sex. Much of what man has 
done results from his superior physical strength ; 
and moreover, if man has done great things visi- 
bly and mentally, woman has accomplished great 
things morally and silently. In every stage of 
society she has kept alive the conscience, refined 
the manners, and improved the taste; in bar- 
barism and in civilization alike, she has gladdened 
the homes, and purified the hearts of those she 
has gathered round her. 

Whilst, therefore, I admit, that in mental 
strength woman is not, and can never be, equal 
to the other sex, I maintain that her superior 
morality makes the balance at least equal. 

Eighth Speaker. — I am quite ready to ad- 
mit. Sir, with the last speaker, that in the private 
and domestic virtues the female sex is far superior 
to the male : but I cannot go so far with him as 
to say that man is morally woman's inferior. For 
which are the highest moral virtues ? Courage, — 
fortitude, — endurance, — perseverance ; — and 
these I think man possesses far more prominently 
than woman. Let the field of battle test his cou- 
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rage : — with what heroic boldness he faces cert^n 
death I His fortitude again : — what shocks he 
bears> what bereavements he patiently sustains! 
Mark his endurance, too. Privation, hunger, cold, 
galling servitude, heavy labour, these he suffers, 
oftentimes without a murmur. See also how he 
perseveres I He sets some plan before him. Days, 
months, years, find it still distant, still unwon : 
he continues his exertions, and at last he gsdns 
the prize. These, Sir, I contend are amongst the 
highest moral virtues, and I think I have shown 
that the male sex possesses them more abundantly 
than the other. 

Ninth Speaker. — Sir, I quite agree with 
the gentleman who spoke last, that courage, en- 
durance, and fortitude are amongst the highest 
moral virtues, — but I do not agree with him 
when he says that the female sex possesses them 
in an inferior degree to the male. True, man 
shows his courage in the battle-field. He faces 
death, and meets it unshrinkingly. But has not 
woman courage quite as great ? She fights battles 
— not a few: oftentimes with want, starvation, 
and ruin : and bravely indeed does she maintain 
her ground. Far more bravely than the man, in 
fact. The first shock overcomes him at once; 
when attacked by distress he is in a moment laid 
prostrate. Then it is. Sir, that woman's moral 
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coiirasre, endurance, and fortitude shine out the 
most. She sustains — she cheers — she encourages 
— she soothes the other : nerves him by her ex- 
ample^ invigorates him by her tenderness, and 
directs him by gentle counsel and affectionate en- 
couragement to put his shoulder to the wheel of 
his broken fortune, and restore himself to the 
position he has lost. 

And how shall I speak sufficiently of the 
patience and endurance with which she will brave 
calamity, tend the couch of sickness, and soothe 
the bed of death ? I know that not one of us can 
be a stranger to her inestimable value in seasons 
such as those just named ; and therefore I make 
sure of general concurrence in my remarks. I 
think. Sir, it has been fully proved that woman is 
morally superior to man, and with this remark I 
shall conclude. 

Tenth Speaker. — Mr. Chairman, I cannot 
help thinking that some of the last speakers have 
wandered a little from the true subject before 
us. The question was ** Are the Mental Capaci- 
ties of the Sexes equal ? " and the speakers are 
now hotly discussing whether the sexes are morally 
equal, — with which point I submit we have 
nothing to do. To bring back the discussion 
therefore to its proper track, I beg to repeat that 
which has been yet unanswered, namely, — That 
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as the male sex has produced the more remarkable 
evidences of mental power, the palm of mental 
superiority must be necessarily ceded to that sex. 
Much has been said during this debate — but no 
one has disproved this assertion or denied the 
deduction from it : — till cause is shown therefore 
why the verdict should not be in favour of the 
male sex, I submit that we have the right to 
demand it. 

Eleventh Speaker. — Sir, The last speaker 
has in a taunting manner challenged us to deny 
his assertion and to disprove his argument. I will 
do both — at least attempt to do so : — and I trust 
I shall succeed in convincing my bold friend that 
he has not quite so good a cause as he thinks. 

I will not admit that the female sex is outdone 
by the male. True, the one sex has produced a 
Shakspere, a Milton, and a Byron ; but the other 
has a Sappho, a Barbauld, and a Hemans. I will 
not however pursue the intellectual comparison, 
for it would be an endless and a useless one. 

But suppose I were to grant what the last 
speaker claimed, namely, that the female sex has 
achieved less than the male, what then ? I can 
show that woman's education has been neglected, — 
that while the one sex has been taught all the 
learning, all the wisdom, that philosophy, history, 
and the fine arts can furnish, the other has been 
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left to be instructed in merely the fripperies of 
education ; that while the one sex has been lauded 
to the skies^ — adulated, honoured, and applauded, 
— the other has been neglected and discouraged 
and unnoticed. If, then, woman has not possessed 
the advantages conferred upon the other sex, how 
can you say that she is not naturally man's equal? 
Till this is answered, nothing has been proved. 

Twelfth Speaker. — Sir, I think, that the 
answer may very easily be given. Great stress 
has been laid upon the fact that education has not 
been extended to woman, and therefore, it is said, 
she is not equal to man. The fact then of her 
inferiority is admitted : — and now let us look at 
the excuse. I think it a very shallow one, Sir. 
Was Shakspere educated? Was Bums educated? 
Was James Watt educated ? No ! They achieved 
their greatness in spite of the disadvantages of 
their position ; and this, Sir, genius will always 
do. Nothing can keep it down ; it is superior to 
all human obstacles, and will mount. It is for 
want of genius, therefore, not for want of education, 
that woman has remained behind in the mental 
race. 

I was astonished to hear the gentleman say, 
that woman has met with discouragement when 
she has attempted to achieve excellence. 'Sir, 
such is not the case. Are not the efforts of our 
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female writers always indulgently received? 
Besides, the male sex has risen in spite of dis- 
couragement. Galileo was persecuted even to 
imprisonment and death, but he persevered in 
^ asserting his sublime discoveries. Milton wrote 
the grandest poem ever conceived, and his family 
received 51. for it ! 1 1 — Otway, our greatest 
dramatist after Shakspere, died literally from star- 
vation ! ! ! It must be evident, therefore, that neither 
want of encouragement, nor want of education 
can keep genius down, and as woman has not yet 
shown equality of mental power, I think we may 
justly conclude that she is not endowed with it. 

Thirteenth Speaker. — Mr. Chairman, In 
spite of the learned and eloquent speeches of the 
ladies' champions, I am still inclined to vote with 
the opener. I think my conclusion rests on good 
authority. We find from Scripture history, that 
man was created first, and that woman was formed 
from a part of man — from a rib, in fact- Now 
I would humbly submit that as man was first 
formed he was intended to be superior to woman ; 
and that woman being made from a part of man 
only, cannot be looked upon as his equal. We 
find, too, in Scripture, that woman is continually 
^ told to obey man, and I contend that this would 
not i)e the case were she not inferior. 

Besides, Sir, as it has been ably argued, her 
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duties do not require such great intellect as man's. 
Now nature never gives unnecessary strength; 
and as woman is not called upon to use great 
mental power, we may be sure she does not pos- 

Fourteenth Speaker. — Sir, It seems to me 
that the remarks of the last speaker may be easily 
shown to be most inconclusive and inconsistent. 
In the first place: he says, that as Adam was 
created before Eve, Adam was intended to be 
superior. I think. Sir, that this argument is sin- 
gularly unhappy. Why we read that the birds, 
beasts, and fishes were created before Adam, and 
if my friend's logic were sound, Adam must be 
inferior to the said birds, beasts, and fishes in con- 
sequence: an argument, as I take it, not quite 
supported by fact. Sir, so far as we can judge, 
the most important creatures seem to have been 
formed last, — and therefore Eve must, according 
to thaty be not only not inferior, but superior to 
Adam. 

Then as to the argument about the rib. Why 
what was Adam formed out of? The dust of the 
earth. Now it seems to me that a living rib is a 
much more dignified thing to be made out of, than 
the lifeless dust of the ground: and if so, my 
friend's argument turns against himself rather 
than against the ladies. 
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I heard the gentleman say, too, and I confess I 
heard it with some impatience, that woman's 
sphere does not require so much intellect as man's. 
Whence he got such an argument I cannot 
imagine, for I think it by no means creditable 
either to his taste or to his discernment. Who has 
to rear the infant mind ? to tend and instruct the 
growing child? to teach it truth, and goodness, 
and piety? Not impetuous, impatient man, but 
enduring, gentle., and considerate woman. What 
more important or more difficult task could mortal 
undertake? It requires the noblest intellect to 
teach a child, and that intellect being required in 
woman, I feel sure that she possesses it. Although, 
then, I own, that there are great and inborn 
differences between the intellectual capacities of 
the sexes, I cannot for an instant imagine that 
the one is, in the aggregate, a whit inferior to the 
other. 

Fifteenth Speaker. — Sir, I have reflected 
calmly and dispassionately upon the question be- 
fore us, whilst I have been listening to the speeches 
made by my friends around me, and although I 
own that I was at first inclined to vote in the 
affirmative of this question, I am not ashamed to 
say that my views have undergone a material alter- 
ation during the debate, and that I have now made 
up my mind to defend and vote for the ladies. 

In the first place. Sir^ I think we are necessarily 
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unfair judges : we are interested in the verdicl'^ and 
therefore ought not to sit upon the judgment-seat. 
It gratifies our pride to think that we are superior 
to the other sex; and reflection upon this point 
has convinced me, that upon the ground of good 
taste and modesty alone, we ought at once to give 
up the point, and admit woman's claims to be at 
least equal to our own. 

Reason also moves me to adopt the same con- 
clusion. I concede at once that there are great 
differences between the capacities of the sexes; 
but not greater than between diflTerent races of 
our own sex. The African savage is inferior to 
the European philosopher. Why ? Because he has 
not been educated. So with woman. When you 
can show me that woman has received the same 
advsmtages as man, and has not then equalled 
him, why then I will vote against her — but not 
till then. 

Besides, — the differences, though innate, are 
not differences of amount^ but of detail. A man 
who has a five-shilling piece, and a man who has 
ten sixi>ences, are equally rich : just in the same 
manner woman may be as intellectually great as 
man, only possessing her mental wealth in differ- 
ent coin from his. He has one set of qualities ; 
she has another. He has judgment, — she has tact. 
He has boldness, — she has prudence. He has 
courage, — she has caution. He has reason, — she 
has hope ! Add up the two sides, and though th^ 
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figures are different, the amount will be the 
same. 

It has been said that as woman is commanded 
in Scripture to obey, she must necessarily be in- 
ferior. This by no means follows. There must 
be a head : they cannot both rule : though equal, 
therefore, one must submit. The philosophers and 
statesmen of this country obey the sovereign who 
is placed over them ; but that does not prove them 
to be inferior to that sovereign in intellect. This 
argument has in fact nothing to do with the matter. 

In conclusion, I would say, that as the Creator 
formed woman to be a help meet for man, I can- 
not believe that she was made inferior. She was 
given to him as a companion and a friend, not as a 
slave and servant, and I cannot but think that we 
are displaying great arrogance and presumption, 
as well as a contemptuous depreciation of our 
Great Creator's best gifts, if we declare and decide 
that she who adorns and beautifies and delights 
our existence, is inferior to ourselves in that in- 
telligence which became a part of man's soul when 
God breathed into him the breath of life. 

First Speaker {in reply). — Mr. Chairman, 
— You have called on me to reply. Now I beg 
at once and frankly to say, that I, like the last 
speaker, have undergbne conviction during this 
debate, and that I mean to vote against the pro- 
position which a short time ago I recommended. ^ 
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I was misled by appearances. I looked into 
history; but I did not examine it correctly. I 
looked at the surface only. I saw great deeds, 
and I saw that men had performed them ; but I 
forgot to estimate what had been done silently. I 
forgot to ask myself how much of the good. these 
men wrought was owing to the wisdom and good- 
ness taught to them in their infancy by their mo- 
thers. So with philosophy 9 so with science. The 
glitter caught me — and I fear I lost the sub- 
stance. 

I am not sorr}', however, that I introduced 
the question. It has changed those who were 
wrong, — it has confirmed those who were right, 
and it has caused all to think. Let me hope 
that all who spoke on my side of the question 
are, like their leader, converted ; and let me in 
conclusion say, that I trust we shall take to our 
hearts the truth we adopt; and whilst we vote 
here, that the mental capacity of the female sex 
is fully equal to our own, show by our conduct 
towards that sex, that we feel their high value and 
dignity, and treat them in every respect as our 
full equals and as our best friends. 

See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. iii. p. 380, et 
seq. 
Madame de Stael's Works, generally. 
Edinburgh Review, vol. xv. p. 299, &c. 
Sydney Smith's Works, vol. i. p. 200, &c. 
Woman's Mission. By Mrs. Ell's. 
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Question III. 
Is Capital Punishment justifiable f 

Opener. — Mr. Chairman, I rise to submit to the 
discussion of this meeting the following important 
question: "Is Capital Punishment justifiable?" 
I feel that I have undertaken a very difficult task ; 
but urged by a strong — indeed overpowering — 
sense of duty — I am determined not to flinch from 
my work, but to perform it to the very best of 
my ability. 

I entertain a deep and solemn conviction. Sir, 
that the punishment of death is, under any cir- 
cumstances, a foul and frightful crime. I wish, 
however, to be distinctly understood to admit that 
it was not always so. That it was at one period 
of man's history commanded and approved by the 
Most High, I at once concede. But the proposi- 
tion I wish to maintain to-night is — That the 
practice is now no longer justifiable in any sup- 
posable case. 

In the first place, Capital Punishment is con- 
demned by policy. It is an undeniable fact — a 
fact so well known as to call for no proof from 
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me — that crime decreases just as this punish- 
ment is more and more discontinued. Forgery, 
sheepstealing, coining, burglary, and other offences 
lately punishable with death, — have, since the re- 
peal of the capital penalty, strikingly — most 
strikingly — diminished. Even murder is found to 
decrease just in the proportion that executions 
become rarer. Not in our country alone, — but 
throughout all Europe — this fact holds good: 
and it cannot fail to tell us, in unmistakeable lan- 
guage, that the point where punishment has be- 
come an incitement rather than a restraint has at 
length been reached, and that the principle and 
application of Punishment must consequently now 
be altered. 

I may perhaps be asked to explain this meta- 
physically : — to show why punishment now in- 
cites rather than prevents ? Sir, to show this is 
by no means my duty, and I shall not attempt it: 
the fact proves my position : and on that I shall 
rely. Suffice it to say, that the Punishment of 
Death is found to be impolitic, inasmuch as it 
increases the crime which it seeks to repress. 

Secondly: the infliction of Death is inconsistent 
with our advanced state of morality. It was a 
just and a fit punishment when men were all 
barbarians;: — because then it appealed to their 
strongest sense, the sense of physical pain: but 
now, when mental pain — (and especially the pain 




46 THE DEBATER. 

of conscience) is a terror to men beyond the 
fear of physical suffering, the infliction is signally 
and necessarily unfit. It is now seen by the wise 
among men, that all crimes partake more or less 
of the nature of insanity ; great crimes more espe- 
cially : and consequently it is felt to be unjust to 
kill a man for a deed which could only have been 
conceived and executed under frenzy or infatua- 
tion. If a further proof were needed of the im- 
morality of Capital Punishments, I would point 
to the aversion that is growing day by day in the 
public mind against its infliction. Societies are 
formed, and more are daily forming, for the ex- 
press purpose of endeavouring to abolish the gal- 
lows ; and this would not be, were it not felt to be 
morally abominable. 

Lastly, it is repugnant to our religiaru We 
live under the mild and merciful dispensation of 
the Gospel : the law of death is repealed, and the 
law of life is substituted in its place. We are 
told to revenge not ourselves, but to leave ven- 
geance to God. We are bidden to be kind and 
merciful to one another, even to the worst offen- 
ders. By the Gospel we are taught above all 
things the surpassing value of the human soul ; 
and this should lead us, of itself, to forbear from 
inflicting a punishment which sends the soul to a 
tribunal from which there is no appeal. 

I feel. Sir, that I cannot now urge these points 
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it greater length ; but as they will doubtless be 
implified by many who are much better qualified to 
mlarge upon them^ I am glad here to resign the 
lubject. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, I lose no time in 
seeking to address you, for I think the subject of 
lebate a vitally important one. 

I am strongly of opinion that there is a spirit 
>f false humanity abroad in the present day, which 
is calculated to do, and indeed is doing, a vast 
unount of harm. I do not conceal from you, Sir, 
my especial belief that the cry for the abolition of 
Capital Punishments proceeds from a mawkish 
sentimentality, a spurious mercy, and a most un- 
wrise philanthropy. Whence all this sympathy — 
;his morbid pity — this loud-tongued pleading for 
the blood-dyed murderer, but from these impure 
sources? I am astonished. Sir, that men can be 
Pound to defend the horrid crime of murder, and 
to demand that it should escape its righteous 
punishment ! 

As to policy: — there is too much talk about 
policy in the present day I Let men do what is 
right, and leave policy to take care of itself. It is 
jasy enough to say murders decrease just as Capi- 
tal Punishment is discontinued, but why may I 
not say that this decrease in crime is owing to the 
spread of education, the vigilance of our police. 
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and the increasing justice of our laws? I think, 
Sir, that death for murder is right, and therefore 
must be politic. 

But our friend says that it is not right; — that 
it is unjust and immoral. Is life for life not just? 
— Why, what can be juster? He who does in- 
jury ought to suffer injury. Will any man be 
bold enough to tell me that if a near and dear re- 
lation of mine were to be barbarously murdered 
in cold blood, it would not be just and proper for 
me to desire and demand tlie life of the murderer? 
What is there that is immoral in that ? It seems 
to me much more immoral to forgive crime, than 
to punish it: for crime is not to be endured on 
any terms. 

I was astonished beyond measure, Sir, when I 
heard the opener say, moreover, that Capital 
Punishment is forbidden by our religion. Why 
— have we not in the first book in the Bible this 
clear command — " Whoso sheddeth marCs blood by 
man shall his blood be shed f " What can be plainer 
than that? Besides this, have we not the laws 
which the Almighty expressly gave to the children 
of Israel, enjoining in all cases death for murder ? 
Surely now that the gentleman finds not only by 
Divine Command but by Divine Practice, (for the 
Almighty was the head of the Jewish commu- 
nity) — that Capital Punishment is enjoined, he 
will not repeat his inconsiderate assertion — that 
the gallows is repugnant to our religion. 
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Not having had much time for preparation^ Sir^ 
I am unable at present to say more ; — but I trust 
that the few remarks I have offered will have 
tended (even though but slightly) to shake the 
foolish sentimentality which has given rise to this 
debate, and to give us plain sense and common 
justice instead. 

Third Speaker. — Sir, K I wanted a proof 
that the penalty of death is a punishment essen- 
tially inconsiderate, barbarous and revengeful, I 
should find it in the speech of the gentleman who 
has just preceded me. A more crude, thought- 
less, ad captandum address I never heard in my 
life. It began with abuse, and ended with self- 
laudation : whilst you can scarcely require to be 
told that it contained not even the shadow of a 
sound argument. 

What the speaker said about false pity and 
spurious philanthropy we can afford to despise. 
When a man begins to call his opponent bad 
names, we may be sure that he finds he has the 
worst of the argument. Our friend's loss of tem-> 
per, therefore, only proves the badness of his 
cause. 

From abuse the gentleman descended to misre- 
presentation. He told us that the opponents of 
Capital Punishments desire to defend the crime 
of murder, and to protect the criminal from pu- 
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nishment. Now, once for all. Sir, let us firmly 
deny and repudiate such folly. We admit to the 
full that murder is a foul and awful crime ; and 
we by no means desire to screen the offender, 
either in the sight of God or man. We only de- 
sire that the punishment shall be a certidn instead 
of an uncertain one; a rational instead of a barbar- 
ous one ; and that it shall be such as will restrain, 
not promote, the crime. Away, then, for ever, 
with this thoughtless charge of false philanthropy! 
I reiterate the assertion of the opener, that the 
punishment of death is impolitic. Experience 
proves this, as we have seen ; and reason proves it 
too. Consider for a moment the aim of Capital 
Punishment inflicted for murder. It is intended 
by the legislator to prove and preach to the peo- 
ple that life is sacred, and that murder is wrong : 
in other words life is taken to teach that life should 
NOT be taken. Can any thing be more absurd? 
The act is directly opposed to the aim. Can any 
thing be more calculated to increase crime instead 
of repressing it? Killing is justified instead of 
being condemned ; and the man who is unaccus- 
tom^ to the casuistry by which bad laws are 
easily defended, will be disposed to justify a simi- 
lar deed, committed under provocation, by him- 
self. And the practice not only misleads, but bru- 
talizes, the minds of a people. They are rendered 
familiar with death, and are therefore made all the 
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more capable of inflicting it. A man who wit- 
nesses an execution is depraved from that moment: 
and many an individual dates the commencement 
of hb sinful career from the moment when he saw 
the sanctity of life invaded by what is called, or 
rather miscalled, public justice. 

Reason, then, as well as fact, must lead us to 
see that Capital Inflictions are impolitic Expe- 
rience proves it; — for the crime increases as the 
inflictions abound : and Reason proves it ; — for the 
slightest thought will lead us to see that killing 
justified in public, will naturally lead to killing 
justified in private. Sir, I will not trespass on 
you longer. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, I object to Capital 
Punishment because I cannot see that the ruler 
has any right to inflict it. The sole duty of the 
civil governor is to protect men's lives and pos- 
sessions by the means which society delegates to 
him. Now he can have no right over life, be- 
cause no such right can be delivered to him. Man 
in his natural state has no right either over his 
own life, or over the lives of others : — the right 
to kill, consequently, cannot belong to the ruler 
by delegation. The right of self-defence may 
perhaps be pleaded: but a moment's reflection 
will serve to show that it cannot hold. Killing 
in self-defence can only be justified by the fact 
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that Hfe is absolutely in danger unless it be re- 
sorted to; and therefotre unless it can be shown 
that the existence of the state is positively threa- 
tened by the preservation of the murderer, his 
destruction is not to be justified. 

Nor can the ruler have a moral right to inflict 
death as a punishment. The issues of absolute 
justice are nowhere committed to him: and if 
they were, he could not properly dispense them. 
To judge morally, is to judge of motive : and 
man (whether ruler or individual) has neither the 
power nor the authority to do this. 

Nor can the ruler have a religious right to con- 
demn his fellow man to death : — for religion 
(as it has been shown) opposes the practice : both 
in spirit and in letter. 

On the bare question of right, then, I object, 
Sir, to the punishment of Death : and this seems 
to me a sufficient answer to the question before us. 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir, The question of the 
ruler's abstract right to inflict the punishment of 
death is one which it is very diflScult to discuss. 
I must own that in spite of the last speaker's 
observations, I am inclined to think that the ruler 
hcLS such a right. Politically speaking, this right 
seems to me to depend entirely upon expediency. 
If the well-being of the state is promoted by the 
sacrifice of its worst members, then I am of opi* 
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nion that the ruler has a perfect right to resort 
to it. Whether Capital Punishment doeSy how- 
ever, promote the well-being of the state, is a 
question into which I shall not enter : I wish to 
keep to the mere matter of right. 

I am quite willing to admit that I cannot accord 
to the ruler any moral right to destroy his fellow- 
beings. We cannot judge morally : and the ab- 
sence of power seems to me to prove, beyond 
question, the absence of right. Besides, as there is 
no doubt that the Great Judge of all the earth will 
unfailingly recompense every man according to 
his deeds, there can be no pretence that the ad- 
ministration of moral justice is, or needs to be, 
committed into the feeble hands of man. 

That the ruler possesses, however, a reUgious 
right to use the sword of justice, I must say I 
believe. This clear command — "Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood by man shall his blood be shed,'* still 
remains unrepealed; and in my opinion is ab- 
solutely binding. It is quite true that the spirit 
(and perhaps the letter) of the New Testament is 
in some measure opposed to this command, but I 
cannot help thinking that a clear and thoughtful 
mind might reconcile them. 

I am by no means bigoted. Sir, in favour of the 
punishment of death; and I willingly concede 
that my moral feelings are much shocked by the 
practice; but until the arguments I have put 
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forward are dispraved, I must reluctantly remain 
amongst its advocates. 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, the very temperate 
and gentlemanly tone of the address to which we 
have just listened^ leads me to hope that there 
is still a chance of a fair and calm debate upon 
this interesting topic. 

I think it must be quite clear that the evil effects 
of Capital Punishment quite destroy any political 
right of the ruler to inflict it. " The objects of 
punishment seem by common consent to have 
been resolved into three — the reformation of the 
t offender, — remuneration to the injured, — and 
the prevention of future crime : and all these 
objects are frustrated by the penalty of death. It, 
of course, prevents the reformation of the offender, 
for it cuts him off from all chance of it. It fails 
in remunerating the wronged, for it cannot bring 
back the dead. And as to preventing crime, it is 
notorious that at every execution crime is per- 
petrated and planned under the very gallows. " 

The political right then, is dispelled, the moral 
right is given up, and now there only remains the 
religious right. 

The religious right of the ruler to kill the 
murderer rests — seemingly — upon the passage in 
Genesis — " Whoso sheddeth man's blood by man 
shall his blood be shed.^ But who can prove that 
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this is a command at all ? I think it simply a 
prediction to the effect that whosoever liveth a 
life of violence shall be repaid in the same coin ; — 
a simple denunciation of GodCs vengeance against 
men of blood and crime. The passage^ be it re- 
membered, is not an imperative command ; it is 
simply expressed in the future tense, and is no 
more a delegation of divine authority than the 
similar passage — " Whoso taketh the sword shall 
perish by the sword." It should be noticed too, 
that if the passage be any authority at all, it 
denounces death for manslaughter as well as for 
murder. " WTioso sheddeth " — are the words : 
there is no distinction of motive : homicide of 
every sort is equally punishable with death. This 
conclusion will not, I suppose, be maintained by 
any one — and therefore I submit that it cannot 
hold at all : the more especially as it is opposed, 
and indeed altogether condemned, by the Gospel 
If I should have failed. Sir, in estimating any 
part of the ruler's right to kill : I dare say I shall 
soon be informed of it. 

Seventh Speaker. — When the last speaker 
told us, Sir, that the extract from Genesis simply 
means that God's vengeance shall be awarded to 
the murderer, he surely forgot that the passage 
distinctly says — " by man " shall the murderer's 
blood be shed. On these two words of course 
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the whole weight of the passage depends ; and they 
are to me quite conclusive upon the matter. 

It has been said^ more than once or twice in this 
debate^ that the New Testament is opposed to this 
command : I am of quite a different opinion. The 
New Testament appears to confirm, rather than 
to supersede, the divine authority of the civil 
ruler. *' Submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man." ** The powers that be are ordained of 
God.*' — " Honour the king " — " Respect them 
that are set over you" — "Resist not the power:" 

— do not these passages clearly show us that the 
ruler is the Almighty's vicegerent ? This granted 

— let us take this other passage — " The ruler 
beareth not the sword in vain." Now, I think 
that this clearly affirms the ruler's right and com- 
mission to destroy the wicked. Scripture emblems 
are all significant: and the "sword" doubtless 
means the " power to kill." Here then we clearly 
see that the ruler is constituted Heaven's represen- 
tative, and that when, as Heaven's representative, 
he uses the sword to smite the wicked, he does so 
by divine authority, and is consequently blame- 
less, and indeed praiseworthy. 

Eighth Speaker. — I am not yet quite satis- 
fied. Sir, of the correctness of the assertion made 
by one of the speakers that the practice of Capital 
Punishment must tend to increase the crime it 
seeks to prevent. It requires a shrewder logic 
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than I have yet listened to, to convince me that 
the public infliction of punishment must increase 
rather than repress iniquity. Why does a father 
correct his child ? To make it an example to the 
rest. The infliction of chastisement operates upon 
the fears of the others, and so naturally restrains 
them from the commission of crime. And as it 
is with children, so it is with men. The fear of 
punishment must evidently tend to keep us from 
falling into sin. And in spite of what has been 
said, I firmly believe that the fear of the gallows 
does restrain many men from murder. It may be 
a frightful spectacle — perhaps even a depraving 
one — (as far as the mere spectators are concerned) 
— but the moral finds its way into the hearts of 
millions throughout ijfie land ; and although from 
the nature of things we cannot see the restraint 
in operation, we have every fair reason to con- 
clude that it exists and acts. 

Into the theological and moral parts of the 
question, I shall not seek to enter ; I think that 
common sense is the fittest judge of the matter, 
and the abstrusities of religion and justice have, 
I confess, no charms for me. 

Ninth Speaker. — Although Sir, "the ab- 
strusities of religion and justice " may " have no 
charms" for the gentleman to whom we have just 
been privileged to listen — there are men, I 
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fency, who will not be quite so ready to fling 
religion and morality to the winds. To shrink 
from testing the question by theological and 
moral considerations, betrays the consciousness of 
weakness: and goes far to prove that Capital 
Punishment can not be justified. 

But the question shall npt be so shirked. The 
supporters of the pain of death may, if they please, 
dismiss from their minds the sentiments of religion 
on morality — but we — its opponents — w^ill not. 
Confident that by these tests the punishment is 
expressly condemned, I again reiterate the assertion 
that killing for murder is not justified either by 
morality or religion. 

Upon moral grounds I believe no one will now 
defend it: but the religious reason is not yet 
given up. I think, however, I can now demon- 
strate that it must, for the future, be entirely 
renounced. A gentleman who recently addressed 
us said that the whole weight of the passage from 
Genesis rests upon the words " by man shall the 
murderer's blood be shed : " I quite agree with 
this gentleman. These two words certainly do 
seem to imply a sort of divine authority for 
man to kill the murderer. But what will the 
gentleman say — and what will his supporters 
say — when I assure them that the words " by 
man" are not in the original at all ? — The words 
are simply — " Whoso sheddeth man^s blood his 
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blood shall be shed^^ — there is no delegation of 
authority to man whatever. It is quite true that 
Cramner, Coverdale, and the Bishops who pro- 
duced our present version of the Bible, interpolate 
the words "by man;" — but the Septuagint — -^ 
the Vulgate, and the versions of Scio, Ostervald, 
and WycliiFe, — reject them altogether. 

I am not Hebraist enough to refer you to the 
original, but I am sufficiently well-informed upon 
the matter to assure you that the exact translation 
of the original passage is this — " Whoso shed- ^ 
deth man's blood that is in him, his blood shall be 
shed. " 

Here then falls to the ground for ever the im- 
posing edifice which has been built upon — a mis- 
translation ! The passage confers no right : it 
speaks not of the agency of man at aU, and there- 
fore goes for nothing in the argument. 

An intelligent gentleman who addressed us 
some few minutes since, expressed his belief that 
the supposed command just quoted, and the ap- 
parently opposing passages in the New Testament, 
might possibly be reconcileable. I think the gen- 
tleman wiU now see that they are reconciled. 
Without any command in the Old Testament, and 
with a decided repugnance in the New Testa- 
ment — to shed human blood (even the blood 
of criminals) — it will now not be difficult to see 
that the opener was right when he said that Capital 
Punishment is opposed to our religion. 
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Tenth Speaker. — Though a good deal shaken 
in my original conviction that the punishment of 
death for murder is defensible, I must confess 
that I am not altogether satisfied with the argu- 
ments to which I have listened on the other side. 

Granting that the last speaker is right in his 
new translation of the passage from Genesis^.how 
will he or others get over the fact that capital in- 
flictions were expressly instituted and commanded 
by the Most High when he gave laws to the 
children of Israel ? I suppose it will not be pre- 
tended that all this is mistranslated, too ; Capital 
Punishment was most evidently at one time ap- 
proved by the Almighty ; and if so, how can we 
say that it is wrong in principle now ? I certainly 
should like this point settled. 

Again, I feel still of opinion that life for life 
and blood for blood is sound and true justice : and 
that the man who takes the life of another de- 
serves to forfeit his own. I admit that man is 
not altogether competent to judge of moral guilt ; 
but in so glaring a crime as murder, he surely can 
make no mistake in inflicting punishment. 

Eleventh Speaker. — In reply to the asser- 
tion of the last speaker that we surely cannot 
make mistakes in punishing the crime of murder, 
it might be sufficient to point out that errors have 
been made, — and not a few. Not only have men 
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punished manslaughter as murder, and murder as 
manslaughter — but they have actually killed men 
as murderers who have been subsequently found to 
be entirely innocent of the crime for which they 
suffered ! 

But although the mere statement of this fact 
suflGiciently rebuts the assertion referred to, the 
gentleman perhaps wishes to know how mistakes 
in judgment can be made. I will tell him. It is 
chiefly because we have not the faculty to dis- 
tinguish between good and evil motives, and are 
thus led to mistake deeds of dreadful consequence 
for deeds of dreadful crime. For Heaven's sake. 
Sir, let us not think ourselves good moral judges 
when we have made such awful mistakes as to 
burn some men for their religious belief, and to 
crown others with laurel for slaying thousands in 
a field of battle ! We cannot see motives in any 
case, and therefore we cannot properly condemn 
and punish them in the murderer. 

" But " life for life, — blood for blood," — is 
the argument by which Old-Bailey-strangulation 
is justified. He who does injury ought to suffer 
injury, it is said. A nice morality, to be sure; — 
the simple but disgraceful morality of revenge 
and retaliation: — the very system which the 
Holy Gospel came to overthrow, I called the 
principle disgraceful. Sir: the expression is a 
strong one : but I will not withdraw it. On the 
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contrary I reiterate it. It is disgracefuL It 
shows a barbarous and unchristianised heart; 
and I cannot help saying that I think the har- 
bourers of it were meant for the wild and savage 
state of the world, and have unluckily been bom 
too late. 

The last speaker evidently ought to have existed 
in the Mosaic eral for he lives in its principles. 
" Why," says he, " if Capital Punishment was a 
good law for the Jews — is it not a good law for 
us ? " Why? simply. Sir, because we are not 
Jews. I, for my part, am not inclined to live by 
the light of three thousand years ago. Men were 
barbarians when the law of death was enjoined : 
and for them, doubtless, the law was the best that 
could have been framed; but we have now grown 
into a different state ; and the best proof that the 
law is no longer fit for us is, that it fails to re- 
strain us. Moreover the law was abolished by 
Christ. 

Death as a penalty for murder must now fail. 
Let me show you why. The crime is committed 
either by impulse or by calculation. If by im- 
pulse, then the mind that conceived it is beyond 
the reach of moral restraint altogether: if by 
calculation, then the criminal finds the chances of 
escape stronger than the dread of discovery and 
punishment, and so despises the threat 
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Twelfth Speaker. — Sir, I am opposed to 
Capital Punishment because I think that it defeats 
its professed object by its extreme severity. 
Prosecutors dislike to come forward — witnesses 
to testify — juries to convict — and judges to 
sentence — when the life of a man is at stake ; 
and this tends to make the punishment uncertain 
in its operation : and to lead the calculating 
offender to despise it. Say what we will about 
life for life, there is unquestionably great horror 
in the public mind at this law of blood: and even 
when guilt is most clear, there is always, when the 
penalty is death, a strong effort made to screen 
and save the malefactor. Now this is caused solely 
by the frightful nature of the punishment. Were 
the sentence transportation, imprisonment, or any 
other secondary punishment, there would be no 
interference ; on the contrary the law would be 
allowed and assisted to take its course : but as it 
is, — it is thwarted by every body I The result 
of all this must be clear ; — we are led to oppose 
and hate the law, and to pity, instead of detest, 
the criminaL Thus a martyrology of the gallows 
is formed, and a morbid sympathy is raised and 
disseminated on behalf of the malefactor. 

The supposed restraint of the gallows is a 
vision — a chimera. A gentleman said — (and I 
could not help smiling at his extreme simplicity) 
that in the very nature of things we could not see 
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the restraint in operation — although he, for his 
part, believed in it ! But tohy cannot we see this 
restraint at work ? I will tell you. Because it 
does not exist Who ever saw, or heard, or read 
of a man who had been restrained from com* 
mitting murder by the dread of the gallows? 
Who ever felt or feared the restraint, himself? In 
the very nature of things it is impossible. For 
when once the idea of murder has been conceived 
and determined upon, all restraint is alike for- 
gotten or despised. 

Speak as we may, men do not and will not fear 
death. Lord Bacon truly says, " There is no pas- 
sion so weak but it mates and masters this fear.'^ 
Even the drunkard despises it; — and if he — the 
most imbecile of God's creatures — can do so, how 
much more capable of doing so, is the fierce bold 
determined man of crime, who crowns his career 
with murder? The expectation of death is too 
tremendous a thing to realize: and hope — even 
under the worst circumstances — is so strong 

- within us, that it deludes us, and persuades us 
even at the last moment, that we shall not surely 
die. 

I think then it must now be clear that Capital 
Punishment, so far from so operating upon our 
fears as to restrain us from crime, incites from its 

V very nature, numerous hopes of escape ; which 
aided by the calculations of reason, and the delor 



18 CAPITAL PUNISHMENT JUSTIFIABLE? 65 

sion which our fears excite, conspire to render its 
infliction utterly inefficient for the sole end of 
punishment — which is to present to all a stronger 
motive for abstaining from crime^ than the ordi* 
nary motives for committing it. 

Thirteenth Speaker. — Sir, Although this 
discussioiiPhas referred to the chief points con- 
nected with this interesting subject, there are yet 
a few considerations remaining which have not 
been quite cleared up. 

In the first place, it is quite plain that when 
the Almighty gave his laws to the Jews, capital 
punishment for murder was strictly enjoined : and 
I have as yet heard no arguments to show that, if 
the principle was right then, it is wrong now. 

Again : it is expressly asserted in Scripture that 
the ruler is the vicegerent of the Almighty : and 
if this be so, it will follow that, when the ruler in- 
flicts death as a punishment, he does it as God's 
representative, and is therefore blameless. 

Further : we are told to submit to the ruler — 
to resist not the power — and so forth : now does 
not this clearly show that we are wrong in ques- 
tioning the authority of the civil governor, and 
guilty of contempt towards the " powers ordained" 
of God, when we seek to deprive them of the sword 
which he has committed into their hands ? 

It has been said that murderers ought not to 
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be punished with deaths because insanity must 
have prompted them when they committed their 
crimes; but this insanity has not been proved. How 
are we to know that they were insane ? It appears 
to me^ Sir^ that unless it can be most undeniably 
shown that a murderer is out of his mind when 
he kills his victim^ he ought to suffer for the deed. 

Once more: it appears from the stAement of 
one of the speakers, that some of the Bible trans- 
lators write ^^ hy man shall the murderer's blood 
be shed," whilst some do not. But why are we 
to take the version which has not the words, and 
reject that which has ? We may as well take the 
one as the other. Authorities it appears disagree, 
and there must consequently be two sides to the 
question. 

Lastly : if you abolish death as a punishment, 
what will you give us instead ? I can see no pu- 
nishment so fit or so good. Will you transport 
your murderers? That will deprive society of 
the example offered by their fate. Will you sen- 
tence them to solitary imprisonment f This would 
be more barbarous than death, by far. What 
then will you give us in place of a punishment 
which is at once striking and exemplary; and 
which, moreover, by giving the condemned criminal 
an interval between the sentence and its execu- 
tion, provides him with leisure for repentance in 
the sight of God ? 
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Until all these various objections are satisfied. 
Sir, I am persuaded that a great mjyority of 
mankind will remain of opinion that, however 
benevolent the abolition of the gallows may seem, 
it is a truer benevolence that demands its re- 
tention. 

Opener (in reply). — Sir, I rise to oflTer a few 
words in reply. 

It seems to be tacitly admitted by all, that the 
gallows can only be defended whilst it is found to 
be expedient. As to whether it is expedient or 
not, there seems still to be a question. 

Now, no one. Sir, has attempted to controvert 
my assertion, that executions increase crime. I 
do not wonder at this — for the fact (explain it as 
we may) b not to be denied. Experience, then, 
at all events, is with us. 

And reason. Sir, is with us, too. The punish- 
ment of death must fail to restrain — because it is 
not till all moral restraint has become too feeble 
to bind, that the crime is determined on. 

It has been shown, moreover, that we have no 
right to kilL From self defence we get no right, 
because we can defend ourselves without inflicting 
death : by delegation we get no right, for there is 
no such right in the pretended dclegator's posses- 
sion: from morality we get no right — because 
the custody of morality is not committed to us. 
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Some think that we derive a right from religion : 
let me expend a moment in denying this I It is 
quite true^ as the last speaker affirmed^ that there 
are two versions of a certain passage in the Bible 
— by one of which we derive, or ferret out, a sort 
of vague authority to kill a manslayer; and by 
the other of which we find no such authority at 
all. But if there are two versions — each of which 
has its unyielding defenders — the passage is at 
best but one of doubtful meaning : and is a doubt- 
ful verse a foundation strong enough to sustain the 
awful act of judicial slaughter? No, Sir, not in 
the eyes of men of sense. 

But we are pointed to the fact that God him- 
self ordained Capital Punishment when he gave 
laws to the children of Israel. Sir, the Jewish 
system has been superseded these nineteen centu- 
ries, and is now no rule at all for us. Besides, 
the Jewish law awards death to a host of other 
offences as well as to murder ; and if we take it as 
our rule in one case, we ought also to follow it in 
all cases. Should we be right in hanging a man 
for killing a sheep? — for breaking the Sabbath 
day? — for swearing at his parents? Ridiculous! 
And so it is also ridiculous to say that we ought 
to hang for murder because the Jewish law enjoined 
it! 

We have been told that the ruler is the repre- 
sentative of the Almighty, and therefore that he 
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18 right in inflicting Capital Punishment. The 
ibsurdity of this line of argument is easily demon- 
strable. Was Nero Heaven's vicegerent ? Was 
Henry the Eighth Heaven's commissioner? Was 
Queen Marf the appointed minister of God ? 
These worthies bore "the sword" — was it the 
3word of eternal justice, think you ? They " smote " 
with it, too : was it in Heaven's name, or in Hea- 
ven's cause, or by Heaven's direction that they 
did so? Are Nero's atrocities to be justified — 
are Henry the Eighth's 72,000 executions to be 
approved — are Queen Mary's infamous Smithfield- 
bonfires to be defended, upon the plea that these 
wicked sovereigns were "powers ordained of 
Grod"? Doubtless power comes from Heaven — 
a11 power — the power to kill with the rest; — 
but it may be wrongly used : and the " powers " 
may be amenable to sense and justice for the errors 
they commit iu the use of it. Capital Punishment 
may be wrong, then, in spite of the " divine com- 
mission" of the ruler. 

The gentleman who spoke last desired to know 
how the assertion — that all murderers are insane 
— can he proved. The answer is most easy : by the 
deed of murder itself. Murder is a thing so im- " 
natural — so revolting — so tremendous — that no 
Bane being can conceive or perpetrate it. 

But what do we propose to substitute for the 

penalty of death ? is a question asked of us. Sir, 
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it matters not what — that is short of death. Any 
thing is better than slaughter : for all other punish- 
ments affect the body alone — whilst slaughter 
kills body and soul^ too. Let us imprison our 
murderers for life: we imprison our nadmen: let 
us add these to them : and we shall not do wrong. 
Society will be safe — for the culprit will be pre- 
cluded from the opportunity of doing further 
harm : the land will be purified from blood : and 
the gallows will no longer be the filthy creator of 
a world of frightful crime. 

See Sir James Mackintosh's Works, vol. i. pp. 

443. ; Tol. iii. 309. 367—386. 
Edinburgh Review, vol. xxxv. pp. 320— 

353. 
Sydney Taylor on the Punishment op 

Death, pp. 15—20. 90-94. 119. 17a 258 

—261. 417—424. 
The Punishment of Death Reviewed. By 

Frederick Rowton. 
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Question IV. 
Doei Morality increctse with Civilisation f 

Opener. — Sir, I think we have here lighted 
upon a question of great value and interest ; — a 
question involving some most important princi- 
ples, and one calculated to lead us to conclusions 
affecting materially our whole life and conduct. 

We are to say whether Civilisation promotes 
Morality ; — or in simpler words, whether Know- 
ledge leads to Virtue, If we say " Yes" to this 
question, then we shall see that it is our duty to 
promote the mental instruction of our fellow-men 
by every means in our power : — and if we say 
** No" to it — then we shall hesitate ere we help 
to slake that craving thirst for intellectual know- 
ledge which is one of the chief signs of our age, 
and which is doubtless working towards some vast 
result of evil or of good. 

By the term Morality, Sir, I mean good con- 
duct; conduct in accordance with justice and virtue. 
I do not mean mere conventional propriety, or 
simply literal adherence to the moral law ; self- 
interest or hypocrisy may be the source of this : 
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aad the most outwardly irreproachable man may 
be really the most inwardly foul and detestable of 
his species. I mean by Morality — good conduct 
springing from true principle : and by my question 
I seek to know — whether this Morality is pro- 
moted by the increase of Civilisation. I wish to 
determine what connection subsists between the 
mind and the heart : and I think that I cannot 
better discover this than by the discussion of the 
subject I have proposed. 

I do not mean for the present to take either one 
side or the other ; I candidly own that I come to 
learn rather than to teach. I have taken some 
pains to mould my question into the best form 
that I could shape for it; and I only stay to 
express my hope that the speakers will keep as 
closely as possible to the meaning of the subject 
as I have developed it. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, Fully agreeing with 
the opener of the debate in the opinion which he 
has expressed of the importance of the subject, 
I take the liberty to offer a few remarks to the 
meeting. 

I am inclined to adopt the negative side of this 
question. I cannot see that there is any con- 
nection whatever between knowledge and good- 
ness. Knowledge is the wisdom of the brain: 
goodness is the wisdom of the heart: and they 
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&re things perfectly distinct and different from 
one another. This is shown by the fact that very 
learned men are often very bad men, whilst vir- 
tuous men are often very ignorant. Were the 
affirmative of the question true, it would naturally y^ 
follow that the wisest men would be the best men ; 
which unfortunately is by no means the case. I 
am afraid, indeed, that the reverse of this pro- 
position would be nearer the truth : for it too 
frequently happens, alas I that the wisest are the 
worst men. History shows us this in many signal 
instances. One of the most remarkable cases is 
Lord Bacon's. Here was a man whose intellect 
was gigantic, — and whose attainments were un- 
paralleled : — yet his morality was so weak that 
he was bribed on the very judgment-seat, and 
ended what might have been a glorious career, in 
disgrace and humiliating shame. This will show 
us at once that there is no necessary connection 
between intellect and goodness — that there is no 
road from the head to the heart. We are led to 
believe — and reason warrants the conclusion — 
that the very Prince of Evil has surpassing mental 
strength — but we know he has no virtue : wis- 
dom, therefore, is perfectly consistent with the 
deepest immorality. When we see, moreover, 
that the general tendency of mere intellect (unless 
directed by virtue) is towards evil rather than 
towards good, I think we can have no doubt that 
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in reply to the question put from the chair, we 
must say that Morality does not necessarily in- 
crease with Civilisation. 

Third Speaker. — Sir, Though my experi- 
ence in debate has hitherto been but small, I have 
learned, notwithstanding, that a theory may be 
exceedingly pretty and true to the look, and yet 
be altogether contradicted by fact. It seems to 
me that the theory propounded by the last speaker 
is just in this predicament : — nothing can seem 
more undeniable — nothing can be less true. 

Theorise as long as we may, there can be no doubt 
of this, that as the world has been civilised, it has 
become morally better. I care not into what depart- 
ment of morality you go, you will find improve- 
ment upon improvement in it — as you trace its 
history. In political — in social — in domestic or 
in religious morality, you will discover a complete 
denial of the theory that wisdom has nothing to do 
with virtue. The world was in the early ages over- 
run with violence and blood: now it is covered 
with peace and plenty. Formerly all nations 
were at war ; — now war — although still existing 
— is almost unknown. History shows us that 
law was at one time only a series of written tyran- 
nies; — now it is — or is gradually becoming — the 
engraven word of justice. Kings, in ages gone 
by, were absolute and uncontrolled — shed the 
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blood of their subjects like water — plundered 
without pity — and destroyed without remorse: — 
now kings are little more than other men : they 
are as much amenable to law and reason, and can 
do no wrong without accounting for it. What 
has wrought this change ? Why civilisation, of 
course ; men know better than they did, and there- 
fore do better than they did. Learning has gene- 
rated improvement, and improvement has intro- 
duced morality. These, Sir, are my sentiments 
upon the interesting subject before us. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, The most that the 
last speaker has proved is, that there is a coinci- 
dence between increased civilisation and improved 
morality : he has by no means shown that there 
is a connection between them. Civilisation has 
advanced, and morality has advanced ; but we 
may just as well say that the morality has im- 
proved the civilisation, as that the civilisation has 
improved the morality. 

If I were asked to name the cause of this im- 
provement in morality, I should ascribe it to Chris- 
tianity rather than to civilisation. I cannot find 
that the world advanced much till the Gospel 
came. It is from that period that war declined — 
that kings were humanised — that laws were ame- 
liorated — and that peace began its reign. 

And the influence of Christianity upon virtue 



76 THE DEBATER. 

is easily traceable — whilst the effect of ciyilisa- 
tion is not traceable. Peace, justice, mildness, 
and temperance are the very doctrines of the 
Gospel : whilst wisdom — I mean worldly wisdom 
— intellect — genius — and learning are by no 
means the instruments that the Oospel uses to 
propagate its principles. " Not many wise, not 
many learned, are called" to propound its doc- 
trines, and to unravel its mysteries ; but men of 
warm and strong hearts have ever been its most 
successful preachers. 

Civilisation, on the other hand, has clearly done 
much evil : — it has spread error with truth ; — 
has introduced luxury and enervating refinement; 
and has taught the world fraud, pride, and hypo- 
crisy. In barbarism there is no intemperance — 
no envy — no deceit ; — but in civilised society, 
all these vices abound. I am of opinion, Sir, that 
no Poet ever wrote a truer sentiment than Byron 
produced in that striking line — 

" The Tree of Knowledge is not that of life." 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir, I am not at all dis- 
posed to deny the vast influence of the Christian 
religion in humanising and moralising the hearts 
of men ; but I really think that civilisation — or 
intellectual wisdom — has its merits too. 

For myself. Sir, I have always imagined that the 
term civilisation includes Christianity. Civilisation 
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signifies — whatever brings men out of barbarism: 
md I deem it very unwise to restrict the meaning 
>f the term to mere mental knowledge. I cannot 
t>elieye that the mind — the intellect of man — has 
lone nothing to improve the condition of the race: 
[ feel that to assert such a thing must be to reflect 
upon the All-wise Being who gave us our three- 
Told nature, of body, mind, and soul. One gentle- 
man told us that brain and heart (mind and soul) 
were distinct and different things. Sir, I cannot 
think so: they belong to the same being, and 
must be intimately dependent upon each other. 
I do not mean to say that the knowledge acquired 
by the brain must necessarily moralise the heart ; 
but I do mean to say that the heart must be 
affected by the brain. Our conscience, for in- 
tance, is our moral guide, and reproves or com- 
mends us as we go wrong or right. Now the 
conscience must depend upon the intellect for 
its knowledge of right and wrong ; — it is only 
through the intellect that the moral knowledge 
comes. Nay, the amount of intellect is, singularly 
enough, the very gauge of morality. A man who 
has no intellect — an idiot — is very properly not 
held morally accountable at all ; — for it is seen 
that as he cannot know right and wrong, he can- 
not do them. If then the doing right and doing 
wrong absolutely depends upon our intellectual 
knowledge of the one from the other, how can we 
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aay that the heart is not affected by the brain? 
The Tree of knowledge is not that of life I grant, 
— but Knowledge at least opens our eyes and 
shows us where Life is. 

Sixth Speaker. — A short and easy way of 
discovering what improvement in morality the pre- 
sent time exhibits as compared with more uncivi- 
lised ages^ is to take the Decalogue^ and see how it 
is obeyed. This is acknowledged to be our highest 
moral code, and consequently is the fittest test we 
can set up. 

Do we keep the first then ? Do we ** worship 
ONLY one true God ? " Alas I we have a 
multitude of deities. Mammon — Honour — Glory 
— and Selfishness are worshipped (one or other of 
them) by the great majority of men. We are Utile 
better herein than the heathen who fall down to 
blocks of wood and stone. 

Do we " honour our parents " as we 
should ? I almost blush to ask the question^ Sir ; 
for a shameless disregard of parental authority, — 
a studied contempt for honourable age, is one of 
the most crying sins of the day. 

" Thou shalt not kill " is one of the 
Deity's commands: and we break it in a thousand 
ways. We kill for conquest — for fame — for 
gold — for revenge, and for many other pretexts, 
even worse. O Sir, let us get out of barbarism 
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before we begin to talk about what has been done 
for us by civilisation ! 

"Thou shalt not bear false witness" — 
is another moral law: — and this is the worst kept 
of all. Who has not been slandered ? Who has 
not been falsely accused ? Who has not had his 
** life's life lied away " by tongues charged with 
the venom of wickedness ? " False witness ! " — 
when do we meet with true witness ? Never, Sir, 
was falsehood so triumphant as now : and civil- 
isation seems only to swell its glory. 

As to the rest of the moral law — it is a mockery 
to ask how it is observed. Vice, Lewdness, Bigotry, 
and Superstition sit balefully glittering in the 
high places of the world, whilst Truth is silenced, 
and Conscience stifled. 

I attribute all this. Sir, to the boasted march of 
intellect, and I tremble as I do so. For I know 
that unless the All-wise prevent, we shall be 
hurried ere long into a blind and bottomless 
atheism, as miserable as it will be impious. 

Seventh Speaker. — Sir, In spite of the me- 
lancholy jeremiad just delivered, I really can by 
no means see that, bad as the world confessedly is, 
intellect has done all the mischief. Knowledge 
must be good, for the Most High is himself omni- 
sdent; and although I cannot trace the connection, 
I firmly believe that perfect wisdom is perfect 
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goodness. The wbest of men has said — ^^ That for 
the soul to be without knowledge is not good,"— ' 
and I, for one, fully admit the truth of the assertion. 
Other wise men have told us that religion never 
comes but through the mind: that we first per- 
ceive the glorious handiwork of the Creator in 
this beautiful and wonderful world — and then rise 
** from nature up to nature's God "; — directed to- 
wards revealed religion by natural reli^on: — 
and the doctrine seems warrantable and reason- 
able. Which is the more capable of worshipping 
the Almighty: — the untaught savage into whose 
ignorant mind the rays of thought have never 
penetrated ? or the cultivated philosopher who has 
discovered the divine hand of the great Creator 
in his works? The gentleman who spoke last, 
mourned dolefully over the non-observance of the 
moral laws : — but does not the giving of the mo- 
ral law to man clearly show that his mind is ad- 
dressed in order that he may be moralised ? These 
laws are communicated to his mind : he is made to 
know them : and his obedience is tried and judged 
by his knowledge. 

The Gospel is addressed as much to the mind 
as to the heart : this clearly proves to me that the 
mind of a man has much to do with his morality. 
Is not the mind addressed by the preachers ot* God's 
word ? Nay, how can they get to the heart at all 
but through the mind ? The mind must reeeim 
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intellectually before the soul can learn spiritually. 
Where belief is not a matter of the mind^ as well 
as of the hearty — it is only a kind of superstition: 
and thus it is that religion is too often a thing of 
impulse or passion^ instead of one of judgment and 
conviction. 

Eighth Speaker. — I fear, Sir, that our 
speakers have gone somewhat into extremes in 
treating this subject ; and I am inclined to fancy 
that the truth of the matter lies somewhere be- 
tween them. 

Mere intellect, doubtless, leads to error : and so 
does mere impulse : — but there is no truth with- 
out mental and moral conviction too. It is un- 
wise to set up the head and the heart as rivals: — 
they are fellow-workers in the cause of virtue, and 
ought to fraternise, not quarrel. 

We owe both good and evil to the brain, and 
we owe both good and evil to the heart. Pushed 
to extremes, intellect tends towards disbelief — and 
feeling towards credulity ; it is only by a union of 
the two that we arrive at truth. 

That intellect has done much service to the 
causQ of virtue, I for my part, cannot doubt for a 
moment. It has at least taught us to see. When 
Adam plucked of the tree of Knowledge, his eyes 
were opened. Sight is the first step towards wis- 
dom and towards virtue also : — for we must 
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see evil before we can begin to attack it. We 
have seen not a little eyil> and through seeing, 
have abolished it. We have seen, for instance, 
that absolute sovereignty is bad, and we have done 
away with it : we have seen that slavery is abomi- 
nable, and we have almost destroyed it : we have 
seen that war is detestable, and we have well nigh 
discontinued the practice : and we have seen and 
abolished a thousand other pressing errors. 

We have been told that Civilisation has intro- 
duced some vices. I will not attempt to deny it 
Nothing on earth is perfect, and intellect is, like 
every thing else, liable to go wrong. But it gene- 
rally works its own cure. Thus, although it has 
introduced luxury, — it has discovered and taught 
the great lesson that luxury is an evil ; and al- 
though it has introduced hypocrisy, it has raised 
in many minds a love of truth far higher and 
purer than it would or could have been but for 
the contrast. I shall certainly vote in the aflSr- 
mative. 

Ninth Speaker. — It may be very true. Sir — 
and I believe it is true — that as Civilisation has 
advanced, outward Morality has improved. I 
admit that the world looks better than it formerly 
looked, — but whether it is better, is quite 
another thing. I have my fears. Sir, on this mat- 
ter, I fear that crime is quite as great — although 
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not quite so glaring. We have less violence — 
less bloodshed — and less fighting on the field of 
battle ; — but there is just as much strife in our 
hearts, and just as much mutual hate. In addition 
to this, there are to be added the crimes which Civi- 
lisation clearly causes. I think that the liar — the 
hjrpocrite — the miser — the slanderer and the 
spendthrift are civilised creations of society alone. 
In barbarism these characters do not exist : there 
may be others, perhaps, belonging peculiarly to 
savage life: but in my opinion they are not so 
bad. Besides these, society creates the atheist — 
the sceptic — the scomer -^ the infidel — and the 
bigot. Compared with the condition — physical 
as well as moral — of the happy inhabitant of the 
woods and wilds — civilised man seems a tamed, 
a spiritless, a conventional and degraded being: 
farther from his fellow-man — and farther from 
his God. 

Take the history of any nation you please — 
and you will find that its course is — first civilisa- 
tion — then luxury — and then ruin and decay. 
It was so with Greece — so with Kome — and it 
promises to be so with France and with England, 
too. It seems to me that virtue and happiness 
are infinitely more prevalent in a barbarous state 
than in a civilised one, and I cannot but attribute 
the comparative unworthiness of the civilised 

community to the influence of mere intellect un- 
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accompanied by moralit j. With these sentiments 
I shall certainly vote in the negative of the propo- 
sition which has been read from the choir. 

Tenth Speaker. — Sir, I really wonder that 
the gentleman who last addressed us spoke in 
English. He seemed so enamoured of the happi- 
ness of the woods and wilds — that I imagined 
him a Red Indian in the disguise of a gentleman, — 
and I was only surprised that he did not speak 
his barbarian morality in a barbarian tongue. 

But to be serious : I am surprised beyond ex- 
pression that an individual can be found to lament 
that the world has been civilised, and to wish for 
the pleasures of barbarism, in place of the plea- 
sures of refinement. How he can imagine that 
a barbarian is happier than a civilised man, I 
cannot conceive. He will not pretend that he is 
physically happier, I suppose : for surely regular 
food, appropriate clothing, and comfortable lodge- 
ment are far superior to the coarse victuals, the 
ragged garments, and the rude hut of the savage. 
Nor can he maintain that the savage is mentally 
happier : for I am sure that our friend must have 
felt at some time or other the magnificent delights 
of thought — of reason — of reflection ; and must 
have then believed that no delights could be more 
full of happiness. Neither will he say that the 
savage is morally happier — for the pleasures of 
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hope — of benevolence — of affection — of cha- 
rity — of social intercourse — and of religious 
belief and meditation are altogether strangers to 
his heart : — whilst to the very worst of us they 
are all in some measure known. Amongst all 
our errors, Sir, never let us fall into so gross a 
one as to wish that we were still barbarians. 

These remarks may not seem altogether to the 
point : but they are ; for if it can be shown that 
the civilised man is more happy than the barba- 
riauy then he must be morally better: — for 



^^ Virtue alone is happiness below : 
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and consequently the possession of superior hap- 
piness at once proves the existence of superior 
morality. 

Eleventh Speaker. — It seems to me. Sir, 
that after all, this question is mainly one of 
Jact Experience^ not speculation^ must decide the 
matter for us. Are men better than they were ? 
Do we actually find it so, or not ? 

It is true that it is difficult to judge ; — but we 
can judge, for all that. Admitting that much of 
the world's apparent virtue is unreal, the very as- 
sumption proves that there is real virtue to repre- 
sent. There would be no false coin were there 
no true money; and so in like manner there 
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would be no mock goodness were there no real 
virtue to C50unterfeit. 

There appears to be no question that the world 
is better conducted than it was. Kings are milder 
— laws are juster — judges are less prejudiced and 
corruptible : and men of all sorts and classes are 
infinitely better behaved. But is the world better- 
hearted f — that is the question. I maintain that 
it is ; and I think I can prove the correctness of 
my assertion. 

How is it, I would ask, that all these great 
changes have been wrought? How is it that 
Tyranny has been repressed — Injustice subdued 
— and Licentiousness put down ? Simply by the 
force of public opinion. The minds of men have 
discovered that Tyranny, Injustice, and Licen- 
tiousness are evils ; and these truths would never 
have been arrived at but from a growing belief in 
Morality, and an increasing desire to apply its 
principles. 

Compare the public opinion of Crime in the 
present day with the public opinion of Crime a 
hundred years ago, — and you will see an im- 
provement in the moral conviction, as well as in 
the intellectual perception, of the nature and con- 
sequences of evil. Formerly murder was so 
common, as scarcely to be deemed a crime : — 
street assassinations were things of every day 
occurrence: now, murder is felt to be so ghastly a 
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deed, that no sane man can be supposed to 
perpetrate it Formerly, Duelling was a practice 
universally approved and followed : — now it is 
looked upon as an imbecile folly, and a cowardly 
sin. Formerly, debauchery was looked upon as a 
most excusable, indeed indispensable, mode of 
life ; — now it meets with the contempt of every 
thoughtful man ; nay even with the pity and ridi- 
cule of every well-taught child. Drunkenness, 
and profanity were the practices of even the edu- 
cated and the great : now, a gentleman is never 
seen intoxicated — and never heard to swear : he 
considers either practice a disgrace to him. 

Turn where we will, we cannot fail to see that 
the standard of morality is far higher than it was ; 
and moreover, is rising day by day to nobler 
heights ; and although I will not go so far as to 
say that the march of intellect has caused, and is 
causing, this, I am satisfied that the improvement 
in Mind and in Morals has been, and is, contem- 
poraneous : and therefore that there is a relation 
— and a very close one — between the Brain and 
the Heart. 

I do not pretend to say that by making a man 
wise, you are sure to make him good : nor do I 
afiBrm that the surest Producer of happiness is in- 
tellectual cultivation : but I assert, and will main- 
tain, that the more a man is civilised, the more he 

is made capable of being good — the more he will 
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incline to, and seek after virtue : and far from 
entertaining any fears that the spread of Know- 
ledge which we witness in the present day, is cal- 
culated to do harm to the cause of morality — I 
feel the strongest hope and belief that it is fast 
preparing the way for a nobler and purer reign of 
goodness than has yet ever been known on earth. 

Twelfth Speaker. — Sir, I grieve that I 
cannot join in the pleasing anticipations which 
have been so warmly depicted by the last speaker. 
The dream is a pleasing one, Sir, but it ii a dream, 
and we must not allow it to mislead us. 

I cannot see upon what grounds, either of fact 
or logic, the gentleman has built his conclusions. 

It cannot be from experience : for I defy him 
to point out an instance in history when a period 
of mere intellectual activity has been succeeded 
by a period of increased morality : nay, I defy him 
to name an age of intellectual greatness which 
has not been followed by a diminished morality. 

I will not refer to ancient times — for the ex- 
amples are too remote : but I will instance modem 
times instead. The revival of letters in Italy was 
succeeded by a grosser superstition than men had 
ever known before : the Shaksperian era of liten^ 
ture was followed by fanaticism, tyranny, and 
civil war : the wonderful age in French intellec- 
tual history which is represented by Voltaire and 
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Sbusseau, was succeeded by revolutionary frenzy 
and hideous licentious atheism. 

So that fact will not support the vision of our 
friend. 

But will philosophy — will reason — warrant 
his agreeable but improbable belief? What is 
there in the nature of things to lead him to sup- 
pose that knowledge is the precursor of virtue ? 
Seeing is not doing : 

" Men know the right, and yet the wrong pursue." 

Adam knew full well that a penalty was at- 
tached to breaking the law which God gave him 
in Paradise: — but the knowledge did not restrain 
him from plucking the forbidden fruit; — on the 
contrary, the knowledge directly incited him to 
his crime. 

Knowledge of good is worth nothing until the 
power to do good is given : and that power comes 
from the Most High alone. I am quite ready to 
grant that virtue with intellect combined is far 
greater than virtue alone, and will do more good : 
but mere intellectual force or subtlety never was, 
and in my opinion never will be, the cause of 
goodness. " The serpent was more subtle than 
any beast of the field." 

Thirteenth Speaker. — Sir, King Solomon 
once said — " With all thy gettings get under' 
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Standing:'^ and I am firmly persuaded that this in- 
junction would never have been recorded in Holy 
Writ, were there no good to be got from the 
mind's cultivation. 

In spite of the last speaker's logic, I still be- 
lieve that the improvement of the understanding 
does promote morality. We know that unless a phy- 
sician is acquainted with the disease of his patient., 
he cannot possibly cure him. Now immorality is 
the disease of the soul ; and unless a man knows 
what are the nature and symptoms of the disorder, 
it id out of the nature of things that he can heal 
it. Knowledge is, both in physics and in morals, 
the first step towards recovery. 

It is true that great knowledge may be allied 
to profound immorality : but perfect wisdom must 
be perfect virtue. The serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field it is true : but the 
Most High was much wiser than the serpent. 

I do not look upon intellect as the absolute 
cause of virtue — but I would rather liken it to 
the forerunner of virtue. It opens the way — it 
sheds light upon the path — and it removes diffi- 
culties and obstructions which would otherwise be 
insurmountable. 

Opener {in reply.) — Sir, I feel now fully pre- 
pared to maintain the affirmative of the question 
which I was the means of submitting to the coor 
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sideration of the meeting. That morality increases 
with civilisation^ I have now not the slightest 
doubt. 

The position I mean to assume is this : that 
knowledge is not in any sense the cause of good- 
ness : — but that its progress is always contempo- 
raneous and coincident with the progress of good- . 
ness. I have come to the conclusion, that although 
knowledge and virtue are by no means mutually 
affected, yet the causes that advance the one must 
advance the other : and therefore that they pro- 
gress together. 

I trust that this position will be understood. 
Two needles may be attracted towards one mag- 
net : neither needle helps the other, yet both are 
drawn forward. Just in like manner the mind 
and soul (the brain and heart) are both carried on- 
ward by civilisation — yet neither is indebted to 
the other for its progress. 

That the intellect and morality do advance in 
equal ration must now, I think, be tolerably clear. 
The great moral improvements that have taken 
place in every department of human life and con- 
duct, are of themselves sufficient to prove this 
assertion. If there be any doubt remaining, 
I would ask the objector to explain this fact 
— that crime always exists in proportion to 
ignorance. Malefactors are nearly all unedu- 
cated. Our prisons are filled, not with men of ^ 
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intellect and learnings but with men of ignorance 
and folly. 

A gentleman who spoke recently, averted that 
an age of intellectual activity is always followed 
by an age of immorality. I do not doubt it. Sir. 
Who reaps his harvest on the day after he sows 
his com ? Who expects fruit in the winter ? 

In the natural world the seed is sown : then it 
perishes — then it quickens: then it springs up: 
and then it bears fruit. And in the moral world 
the process is the same. The germ of truth b 
cast into the heart : then it is lost in darkness: — 
then it is revivified: — then it shows its blossom 
to the world : and then the blossom is succeeded 
by the fruit. 

This will explain to our friend the phenomena 
of the dark ages that succeeded the periods of en- 
lightenment to which he directed our attention. 

In those ages of intellect, the seeds of truth 
were sown: and, as was natural, — in tbe next 
age those seeds perished: but the periods of dark- 
ness were succeeded by eras of brightness superior 
to any that had gone before : and then the world 
reaped the produce^ 

And this is the course of truth in all acres. 
With light there is always darkness — with truth 
there is always an intermixture of error : but as 
darkness always makes daylight the brighter, so 
the existence of error always leads to the discovery 
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higher truth. Had sin never entered the worlds 
is true that man would never have known death 
but neither would he have known Heaven, 
ight shows us 6tar8> Sorrow shows us truths, 
d the knowledge of Sin shows us the beauty of 
orality. 
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Question V. 

Has the Stage a Moral Tendency f 

First Speaker, — Sir, The question of the 
moralitj or immorality of theatrical entertain- 
ments is one of the most interesting — and pro- 
bably one of the most important — that can engage 
us. When we reflect upon the universal passion 
that has been exhibited for this species of amuse- 
ment ; — when we further remember that some of 
the noblest productions of human intellect have 
been offered to the world through the medium of 
the Stage ; — and when, lastly, we bear in mind 
that the theatre is one of the chief pleasures of 
the youthful members of the community in all 
times and countries, we shall see at once that we 
have here a subject well worthy of debate. 

I mean to maintain. Sir, that the Stage has not 
a moral tendency : and I come to this conclusion 
not because I have any ascetic objection to the 
gay nature of the pleasure in itself, nor because I 
think that there are any sound religious objections 
against theatrical entertainments in the abstract; 
but because, after fairly weighing the arguments 
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for and against, I conceive that the Stage does 
more harm than good. 

That the Stage might be made a great and power- 
fill moral teacher, I will not pretend to dispute: — 
that it has done much moral good, I will not deny 
either: but our question concerns the present 
tendency of the drama only: and that^ I still 
assert, is eviL 

What, then, is the Stage? A medium for 
presenting to the world, the sweepings and rub- 
bbh-heaps of intellect: Tragedies of milk and 
water: Comedies of fashionable licentiousness: 
Farces of inane absurdity: Dramas of blood, blue- 
fire and slang; Operas of the most irredeemable 
silliness ; and Ballets of the most gross indecency. 

This is the Stage itself; and now what of its 
promoters? Its authors (with one or two ex- 
ceptions) are not the men of talent of the day ( — 
they are driven away from the boards by want of 
encouragement) — but the scavengers of liter- 
ature : men who do not originate, but copy from 
the worst originals they can find, and manage 
to corrupt even them. The implements of our 
dramatists are not thought, passion and know- 
ledge; but scissors and paste merely. Oh! what a 
change from Shakspere I 

"• Who but must mourn, while these are all the rage, 
The degradations of our vaunted stage ?** 

And who are the actors ? There are individual 
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exceptions of great worth, but as a body they are 
the most profligate, shameless and impure of the 
species. You find among them adulterers, se- 
ducers, gamblers, drunkards, and coomion knayes 
innumerable : who can expect much morality 
from them ? 

And who are the patrons of the Stage ? Who 
are the people that visit the theatre? Listlees 
fasionables, rakish dandies, smug apprentices, dis- 
sipated shopmen, and idlers about town : just the 
very congregation you would expect to attend 
such preaching I 

I feel that I have very little need to ask you 
whether all this c$in be in the least favourable to 
morality : for myself I am at present quite con- 
vinced to the contrary ; and imtil I hear argu- 
ments stronger than any to which I have ever yet 
listened on the subject, I fear that I shall remain 
of the same opinion. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, With a great deal 
that was smart and pointed in the remarks of the 
previous speaker, there was, in my opinion, much 
that was thoughtless, if not illogical. Admitting 
that the Stage is neither so great nor so pure as it 
was in Shakspere's time, the proof of this is by no 
means a fair argument against its abstract morality. 
Every thing of earth is liable to abuse : and the 
Stage is of course not an exception. 
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Our friend referred to the great taste that exists 
for theatrical entertainments: now does not this 
of itself prove that the Stage is looked to by man- 
kind as a moral teacher? So extended and uni- 
yersal a passion ought to be gratified because it is 
extended and universal I would not pander to 
that taste : but I would certainly do my best to 
satisfy it, and through it direct the mind to truly 
moral pleasures. 

What the Stage has done ought to be most 
carefully borne in mind in answering the question. 
We should not forget how the Greek tragedians 
softened, purified, and elevated the barbaric 
mind ; how the Boman players extended civilisa- 
tion and refinement; how the great Shakspere 
impressed the heart of the world with thoughts of 
truth, grac^ and beauty, that can never die : and 
how since, as well as previously, our dramatists 
have portrayed, and our actors have delineated, 
honour, courage, patriotism, friendship and virtue, 
till their principles must nave been engraven in 
the very souls of the spectators. 

Well, if the Drama has done this, it can surely 
do it stilL What has been, may always be again: 
and although it must be admitted that the Drama 
of the present day is not to be approved or de- 
fended, still I believe that it is even now working 
its own cure, and that before long, the full glory 
and full value of the Stage will re-appear. 

H 
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Third Speaker. — Sir, I really feel some dif- 
ficulty in following my worthy friend who has 
just ceased to speak : for I am not accustomed to 
such peculiar logic, and such extraordinary meta- 
physics. 

The first argument which the gentleman em- 
ployed to defend dramatic representations was one 
of the most striking and original I ever remember 
to have heard. It was to this efiect: That as 
there exists (whether right or ^vrong, no matter) 
in a certain class of the community, a ** taste " for 
dramatic representations, it is right, nay it is ne- 
cessary, to gratify that taste. Truly this is very 
entertaining logic; and will lead us to strange 
conclusions, I imagine. Sir, I h^ve been credibly 
informed, and by many concurrent testimonies 
have been led to believe, that there exists, some- 
where or other in this great metropolis, a some- 
what large class of persons facetiously deno- 
minated the ** light-fingered gentry," who have 
a " taste " for relieving people's pockets of silk 
handkerchiefs, purses, snuiF-boxes, and other 
trinkets equally desirable. Now^ according to our 
friend, this taste ought to be gratified. Here it 
is, and we ought not by any means to oppose 
it. No matter whether picking and stealing be 
moral or not, if people will pick and steal, it is 
nothing but fair and right to give them the oppor- 
tunity. 
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The gentleman would have spoken more to the 
point. Sir, if he had examined the taste itself. 
Though perhaps the course he took was, after all, 
the wiser one ; seeing that the examination I pro- 
pose would only have brought him a more com- 
plete defeat. 

Why is this passion for dramatic representations 
implanted in so many breasts? Sir, the minds 
that harbour the passion are minds which either 
dislike or cannot encounter real life; and there- 
fore seek a false existence in fictitious perform- 
ances. Such minds are countless, and therefore 
it is no wonder that there should be in all ages, 
countless favourers of the Drama. 

It is because the Stage is essentially unreal. 
Sir, that I deem it detrimental to morality ; and 
for that reason it has always received my most 
strenuous and decided opposition. 

FouBTH Speaker. — I think that the ex- 
planation which has just been given of the causes 
of men's pleasure in theatrical amusements is not 
by any means a wise or true one. The first and 
chief reason for the taste seems unquestionably to 
be the absolute need of amusement. The mind 
must now and then unbend and luxuriate : and 
the gay doings of the theatre form altogether 
perhaps the best means of relaxation. But be- 
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Bides this, there is a great mental pleasure pro- 
yided by the very nature of the Drama itself. It 
represents life and nature in heraicsy and so 
raises, refreshes, and restores the weary and de- 
pressed spirit of the world-fatigued and careworn 
spectator. 

It is this that to my mind makes the Stage a 
mondizer. In his contact with the world, man 
forms a low and grovelling idea of life and of his 
fellow-men : the meanness, selfishness, bitterness, 
and hypocrisy, which he sees around him, all serve 
to contract and lower his estimate of humanity. 
But the Stage shows him the world in its finest 
and brightest colours ; — brings before him the 
great, good, and glorious of his species; and so 
raises and elevates the conceptions which he had 
previously formed. The Drama gives us the 
romantic side of life, and thus makes the literal 
more endurable. In the theatre we quit the 
sordid world of fraud, semblance, and ambition, 
and enter into the beautiful realm of the Ideal 
Our eyes and hearts are there feasted with purity, 
loftiness and heroism, — and we are beckoned by 
the models of goodness three displayed, to tread 
^ with them the paths of virtue or of greatness, and 
to win a like renown. Depend upon it that the 
Drama's exhibition of bravery, strength, resolu- 
tion and affection, has done no little to foeter 
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and nourish those sentiments in the hearts of the 
spectators who have witnessed them. 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir, The very reason which 
the last speaker has urged in favour of the Drama, 
is to me the strongest possible proof of its evil 
tendency. 

The speaker described the Stage as the repre- 
sentation of life in heroics: I agree with him 
that it is so. But, Sir, we want realities, not 
ideab : we want to see the world as it is — not 
the world as fancy portrays it. The admission 
that the Drama presents to our view idealities 
instead of truths, is a knock-down blow to the 
Stage at once ; for the greatest dramatist the 
world has ever seen has told us that the object 
of the Stage is ^* To show Virtue her own feature. 
Scorn her own image, the very body of the 
time its form and pressure." As then it is ad- 
mitted that the Drama is now prostituted to im- 
proper uses, I am at a loss to conceive how it can 
be further defended. 

And these said ** heroics " — what are they ? 
What sort of heroes and patterns have we on 
the Stage ? They are conquerors, glory-seekers, 
accomplished villains, stoics, chivalric blood- 
stained knights, and so forth. The sentiments 
they utter are '* ambition,'' " renown," " honour," 
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" war," brute ** courage," and other virtues of 
similar nature. 

One of the great heroes of the Stage is Cato. 
He is described as 



A brave man struggling with the storms of fate. 
And greatly falling with a falling state.*^ 



Stoical indifference is called " brave struggling," 
and cowardly suicide is called " greatly falling ! " 
A pretty example of heroism this, to a world 
prone and ready to imitate ! 

Lucius Junius Brutus is another of the 
Drama's heroes. The example he sets us is to 
order the execution of his sons, for a simple act 
of disobedience! Very' refreshing and elevating 
this must be to a tired and sated mind ! Very 
much it must raise the spectators' conception of 
human nature I 

And this is a fair sample of what the Drama 
almost always represents to us. Vile passions 
are invested with the garb of virtue, folly wears 
the aspect of wisdom, and crime is clothed with 
the attributes of greatness. To say that the 
Drama might be pure is beside the question : what 
the Drama is, must be the subject we debate: 
and judging of the Drama by what we see and 
know of it, I think we cannot hesitate to say that 
its tendency is clearly towards evil. 
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Sixth Speaker. — Sir, It would be folly to 
deny that a great deal of evil exists in the Drama 
and in the Theatre : but I think it equal folly to 
affirm that the evil of dramatic entertainments 
outweighs the good. Our friend who spoke last 
has referred us to some of the bad examples 
which the Stage presents to us; but he quite 
omitted to instance any of the good ones. Nay, 
he led us to believe that there were no good ones: 
a great error, as I shall attempt to show. 

I instance first — Macbeth. We are made to 
see — first, the generous, brave, and successful 
warrior, "returning home in triumph " to the ho- 
nours he has won. We next see the spectre of 
ambition cross his path. We see him parleying 
with temptation till at last it conquers him, and 
forces him to resolve and commit a foul and atro- ^ 
cious murder. We then see him invested with 
the object of his desire — the purple of royalty. 
And then the lesson begins. We see retribution 
come. We see the sinner stung by the serpent of 
remorse : hurried on by fear from crime to crime : 
deserted by his guilty hopes and weird helpers : 
and at last dying the death of a hunted brute. 
Is there no morality in this? No lesson? — No 
example to the world ? 

I point you next to William TelL Here the 
poet makes us see the hideousness of moral sla- 
very: shows us that to fight for freedom is at 
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once the sacred duty and the happmess of man : 
and raises up in Tell the patriot whom chains can- 
not bind, whom authority cannot subdue^ wh<Hn 
death itself cannot appal, when battling for truth 
and right. Who will deny the fine and pure mo- 
rality of this? Who will say that the example 
thus presented to the eyes and hearts of men will 
fail of its effect ? 

In Cordelia again, what a beautiful and affect- 
ing picture of filial devotedness is presented to us! 
What heart can fail to be touched and improved 
by the picture ? In prosperity and adversity, in 
madness and death, this affectionate child ever 
clings to her wayward parent, and offers an ex- 
ample that we may be sure not a few have fol- 
lowed. 

I might instance other characters, but these will 
suffice. They will serve to show that the Stage is 
not that promoter of immorality which so many 
have taken great pains to prove it. 

Seventh Speaker. — Sir, The last speaker 
has confounded the word " Stage " with the word 
"Drama." But the Drama and the Stage are 
two totally different things : the Drama consists 
in what is written for the Theatre : the Stage is 
— what is produced there. 

Now it unfortunately happens that the bright 
and good examples to which the gentleman has re- 
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ferred are just the very things that are never seen 
upon our boards. Were the theatre always to ex- 
hibit the plays of Shakspere, Knowles, Otway^ She- 
ridan, and the other great dramatists who have 
recorded their imperishable works in our literature, 
— no one would object to it. But unluckily, these 
great moral writers are juet the very people whose 
works are not performed. Directly a manager 
produces one of these moral plays, his audience 
deserts him; and therefore, granting that the 
works of these writers have a moral tendency, it 
is evident that they do not suit the Stage : or in 
other words — Morality is discountenanced there, 
because it is felt to be out of place. 

The question for us to decide is simply this: 
Are moral plays written for our Stage — are moral 
plays morally represented there ? I for one say 
** No " to this ; and say it advisedly. I appeal to 
all who hear me, whether our Stage does not now 
(I do not say in every instance — but as a whole) 
present us with the most abominable trash and 
the most offensive immorality that it is possible to 
conceive ? Vapid idealism distinguishes our Tra- 
gedy — low intrigue and disgraceful amours are 
the staple commodity of our Comedy — nonsense 
(adapted from the French) animates our Farce — 
and the exploits of highwaymen, pickpockets, and 
burglars inspire our Melodramas. 

If any one wants to know what sort of piece 
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attracts most at our theatres, I will tell him— 
" Jonathan Bradford," " Jack Sheppard," 
or "Tom and Jerry." Any thing that has 
crime, red-fire, murder, robbery, or horror in it is 
sure to draw ; whilst a moral play is represented 
to empty benches. Let me not be told. Sir, that 
the Stage is a teacher of morals, for it is evident 
that men will not listen to the charmer — charm 
he never so wisely. 

I have said, Sir, that were Shakspere, Otway, 
Knowles, Sheridan, and our other great writers, 
always and only represented on the stage, I 
should not object to the theatre for a mioment 
But when I say this, I wish to say also that I by 
no means join in the blind enthusiasm which is 
felt for these writers. Even Shakspere is not 
perfect. The murderer Brutus is not worthy of 
>k honour, although we are led to think so : and 
many other characters I could name are by no 
means deserving of the esteem he claims for them. 
In like manner, Otway gives more honour than 
can ever be due to conspirators to his favourite 
Pierre ; and Sheridan invests the gay rake Charles 
Surface with a brilliancy and interest which ought 
never to attach to a debauchee. 

Eighth Speaker. — Sir, Theatrical enter- 
tainments seem to me to be so rational and natural 
m amusement, that until a stronger argument 
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than the fact that they have been abused, is pro- 
duced, I shall certainly support and defend them. 

The universality of the passion for this species 
of amusement is (in spite of the ridicule thrown 
upon the fact) a strong argument in favour of the 
Stage : for pleasures may always be made moral 
teachers if they are rightly employed, and conse- 
quently this universal amusement is capable of 
being a universal means of instruction and profit. 

That the passion is a natural one is proved by 
the fact that so soon as a child begins to think 
and act, it exhibits a predilection for representing 
by identification what is passing around it. Now, 
Sir, I would not oppose this desire — for being 
natural, how could I hope to overcome it ? — but 
I would shape it into proper form — direct it 
towards virtue, and so ensure a good stage in- 
stead of an evil one. 

I said, too, that the passion was rational. Man 
is an imitative being, and meant to be so, for he 
learns by imitation. It is reasonable therefore 
that he should delight in the representation of 
persons and things in the various positions that 
fancy can invent. By witnessing these represent- 
ations his perceptions are sharpened, his reflection 
is aroused, and his sympathies are extended. He 
learns to judge, to think, and to feel; and the 
mimic world of imagination serves to fit him for 
the real world of life. He is thus moralised, not by 
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homily, but by example. He carries the wiadcmi 
he acquires from the scene of fiction into the 
sphere of fact ; and the sympathies which he feels 
for the ideal beings of the Stage are extended to 
the actual fellow-creatures whom he meets with 
in his daily life. For these reasons I approve of 
the Stage. 

Ninth Speaker. — Sir, The arguments of the 
last speaker appear to me to be somewhat strange. 

He says that the Drama is proved to be a rational 
and fit amusement for mankind because children 
show a passion for it Now, granting his fact, I 
am compelled to draw an exactly opposite con- 
clusion from it. To my mind it seems to follow 
as a necessary consequence that the amusements 
of the child are not fit amusements for the man. 
Play is peculiar to children, and as they grow up 
they acquire a distaste for it Children aU like 
pantomimes ; but will any man of sense say that 
therefore pantomimes are fit amusements for men? 
The predilections of diildren, then, are rather 
arguments against the Stage, than reasons in its 
favour. 

I object also to the last argument of the speakeEi 
He maintains that the Drama moralises by ex* 
ample: that by exciting our sympathies, and 
sharpening our perceptions, it prepares us to feel 
and to see in the busy world of life. I cannot 
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admit this. I believe the excitement to be — Dot 
real excitement — hut false. We are excited — 
not by truths but by falsehood and error: and 
mostly in the direction of wrong objects. We 
are excited by false shows — (such as pity for 
blood-dyed ruffians, compassion for unreal suffer- 
ing, and admiration for brave villains) until our 
sympathies are overstrained. We cannot over- 
estimate this eviL The strained mind must be 
reacted upon before it can regain its equilibrium ; 
and we may be pretty sure of this — that he who 
is most violently affected by the fictitious scenes 
of sorrow and distress which he beholds on the 
stage, will be the first to repulse the poor beggar 
who craves an alms from him as he goes to his 
home. These convictions, Sir, lead me to regard 
the Stage as of immoral tendency. 

Tenth Speaker. — Sir, The Stage was ob- 
jected to by one of the gentlemen who addressed 
us because of the bad character of the performers. 
Now, without attempting to defend this im- 
morality, let me just ])oint out to our friend that 
other men may be quite as bad, only they may 
not be found out. Actors, being public characters, 
are publicly canvassed and criticised ; and thus it 
is that their faults are seen. Besides, it should be 
recollected that they are placed in circumstances 
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of extreme temptation ; and any persons so placed 
would doubtless give way as they do. I do not 
urge this as an excuse for the bad conduct of the 
actors, Sir^ but simply as the reason and explana- 
tion of it. 

The uses of the Stage have not, in my opinion, 
yet been fidrly pointed out. Shakspere telk 
you its direct object — to reflect the age : but it 
can do other things beyond this. It has often 
been employed to still popular discontent and 
political excitement. Brutus, by engaging a 
company of comedians, and throwing open the 
theatres to the populace, quieted very serious dis- 
turbances in Rome. In our own country the 
same practice has been resorted to, and has proved 
successful. 

Further, the Stage is very useful to expose and 
satirise the vices of the great. Where there is a 
court, there are always parasites, flatterers, de- 
bauchees, slanderers, and other vile characters : — 
the Stage oflers the best medium I know for 
holding up these persons to public derision and 
reproof. 

Another great merit of the Stage is, that it is* 
the only national school of elocution. It is only 
in the theatre that we meet with models whom we 
can safely follow in the art of speech ; and this at 
a^ time when the power of speech is so useful and 
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valuable is, I conceive, a great argument in favour 
of the Stage. 

Eleventh Speaker. — Sir, The early argu- 
ments that were brought forward in this del)ate in 
proof of the morality of the Stage, had, I must 
confess, some little weight ; but the reasons since 
urged have become " small by degrees and beauti- 
fully less" — just as the wine gets worse and 
worse at a cheap feast. 

The arguments of the last speaker certainly are 
the poorest of all that I have heard : let us look at 
tiiem. 

He first says that the admitted immorality of 
the actors is excusable because they are public 
men ; and because if other people were placed in 
tiie same position, they would be guilty of the 
same crimes. Why, this just proves our position 
for us: it is one of the strongest arguments 
against the Stage that the gentleman could have 
employed. I admit that if other people were 
placed in the position of actors they would be 
guilty of the same immoralities: and why do I 
make that admission? Because I see clearly that the 
Stage has a tendency towards these immoralities ; 
and must, in fact, produce them. Doctor Johnson 
was forced to confess that the allurements of the 
Stage were too much for his virtue ; and millions 
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besides Doctor Johnson have admitted and exein- 
plified this truth. In the vices of the actors, Sir, 
there is nothing but necessary cause and effect 

The gentleman said^ secondly, that the Stage 
can be used to still political excitement. I will 
tell my friend an anecdote. When the terrible 
atrocities of the Reign of Terror were taking place 
in the September of the French RevolutioD, 
Robespierre and his associates caused all the 
theatres to be opened free of charge. This had the 
effect of diverting the popular mind, and so the 
fiendish murders were passed over without con* 
cern, instead of raising a shout of execration 
that should have shaken the heavens. The use of 
the theatre then b to stifle man's natural sense of 
justice, and to send his moral feelings to sleep. 

Next we are told that the theatre is very useful 
as a means to expose the follies of the great 
Yes ! but this is just the only thing that it never 
does I The theatre is dependant on the great for 
its support, and dare not satirize the great. la 
not the Lord Chamberlain — the very head and 
representative of aristocracy — the licenser of 
plays? 

Lastly, we learned that the Stage is useful as a 
school of elocution — Sir, we do not want a na- 
tional school of elocution. So long as there are 
natural passions, feelings, and emotions, in the 
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human mind, so long will Nature teach us how to 
express them: and when there are no such passions, 
feelings, and emotions, we shall not want the in- 
struction. Nay does not the aptor himself copy 
his art from Nature ? Surely then if the great 
original remains, we need not be very anxious 
about the imitation. 

Twelfth Speaker.— Sir, Although I admit 
that I am no great admirer of the Stage as we 
behold it in the present day, I yet think there 
are some sound arguments in its favour as an 
abstract amusement. 

The Stage has been objected to because it is 
abused. Now, with some of the speakers who 
have gone before me, I cannot think this fair. It 
should be looked at in the abstract : — and if its 
design and object were candidly examined, I feel 
sure that we must admit that the Stage miglit be 
made one of the noblest moral teachers we could 
possess. It seems to me that it might be made 
our purest moral school. 

We should not forget the debt we owe to the 
Stage. It elevated Grecian society — it purified 
Roman morals — it taught our ignorant people 
reUgion through its " mysteries " and " morali- 
ties " — and through Shakspere it presented the 
world with the noblest volume of truth and wis- 
dom that uninspired man ever wrote. 

I 
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Sir, I would further defend the Stage upon the 
ground that light amusements, of the nature which 
the Drama provides, are necessary for the relief 
and diversion of ^en's minds. The most trifliDg 
— and indeed in themselves most ridiculous — 
amusements have been resorted to, bj the greatest 
men, for mere relaxation. A celebrated king 
of Greece rode on hobby-horses with his chil- 
dren — a renowned English earl used to play at 
marbles with his sons — and the naturalist Bof- 
fon used to jump over the stools and chairs in his 
study. Tins will show that the mind niust and 
will be unbent ; and now, I ask, what amusement 
is there that will compare with the Drama ? I will 
here leave the subject, as I think it has now been 
fully discussed. 

Opener (in reply). — I shall not trespass long 
upon your time in reply. My opinions on this 
subject have undergone no change, but have been 
entirely confirmed by the debate which has taken 
place. 

Whilst I readily admit that the Stage has been, 
and might be again, a useful moral teacher, I am 
still prepared to maintain that the Stage as it is, 
is most objectionable and immoral in its tendencies. 

Immoral productions — immoral actors — im- 
moral adjuncts — and immoitd auditors form the 
undeniable concomitants of the Drama of the day. 
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False feelings, false conclusions, and false princi- 
ples, are abundantly generated bj it. It is the 
cause of dissipation — late hours — and other evils 
which have been pointed out, and therefore I un- 
hesitatingly condemn it. 

Only one of the arguments employed to defend 
the Stage seems to me to have any weight in it. 
It is the argument that we ought to look abstract- 
edly at the theatre, and not argue against it be- 
cause it is abused. I do not wonder that our 
opponents are anxious for an abstract view of this 
matter : — for that is the only way in which their 
case looks at all respectable. But, Sir, are we 
not justified in refusing to decide the question in 
this manner? It is now clear that the Stage 
tends towards abuse, and therefore it must be 
judged through its abuses. 

The last speaker urged that the Stage is defen- 
sible on the ground that trifling amusements are 
necessary for the diversion of men's minds. I 
quit^ agree with him. Sir, that the Stage is a fri- 
volous amusement ; but I do not agree with him 
that therefore it is a fit recreation. The gentle- 
man quoted some examples to prove his point — 
but what were they ? Why, that the great men 
to whom he referred actually did not choose the 
Stage at all, but other and more innocent amuse- 
ments, for their relaxation I So much for that. 

The gentleman further said that the Stage is 
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a moral school. That word "school,'* Sir, ww 
the most unlucky word he could have chosen. We 
have had to condemn its lessons — we have had to 
condemn its teachers — now, let us look for a mo- 
ment at its scholars. If you want to find them, 
go to the box-lobbies of any metropolitan theatre, 
and you will see as dissipated, as rakish, and as 
morally unclean a set of pupils as ever existed 
in the world. If you want to see them further, 
try the nearest Cider-cellars or Pandemoniums, 
after the performances are over, — and there you 
will find them carrying into practice the high les- 
sons they have learned. 

But, Sir, I must conclude : for I fear that I 
have already taken up too much of your time. I 
simply commit the question to your fair decision. 



See Edinburgh Review, vol. xiv. p. 148. 
Macaulay's Essays, vol. ii. p. 264 et seq. 
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Question VL 

Have the Crusades been beneficial to Mankind f 

F1B8T Speaker. — Sir, It will be generally adr 
mitted, I thinks that it is scarcely possible to 
select a subject for discussion more calculated to 
awaken interest and thought, than that which has 
been just read from the chair. It is now univer- 
sally felt that the Crusades form the starting- 
pointy and first page^ of modem European History ; 
and the perusal and careful study of that page 
cannot fail to make us see and judge more wisely 
the rest of the volume. It will be not merely an 
amusing, but an instructive task, to carry our- 
selves back into the early ages of civilisation, and 
trace the development and growth of those great 
principles which have since proved so important 
to the world. I have only to solicit the kind pa- 
tience of the meeting whilst the task is performed. 
To decide whether these vast and extraordinary 
enterprises have been of service to the world, we 
must see what the world was when they were 
undertaken, and then what it was after they were 
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We cannot of course survey the whole world &t 
once : — so we will take England as its type, 
which doubtless it was. What then^ was England 
at this time ? The answer is easily given — a land 
of slavery. By the Normans, the English people 
were personally and politically enslaved ; ^ by 
ignorance they were mentally enslaved; and by 
the foulest superstition they were morally en- 
slaved. A more complete state of degradation 
and bondage cannot be conceived. 

Welly the Crusades occurred; and as if by 
magic, the bondsmen's chains began to break 
and fall asunder. The feudal system relaxed: 
the sovereign power was coerced and reduced: 
Magna Charta was gained by the people: per- 
sonal bondage gradually declined: mental and 
moral slavery were exposed by Wickliff, and the 
other successors of the holy men who called Europe 
into arms, and from that time civilisation took 
firm footing in Europe. 

By the Crusades, then, was generated that 
enthusiastic love of Freedom which has ever since 
been so prominent a feature in the European 
character. Peter the Hermit little thought when 
he was calling on all Christians to put an end to 
the miserable bondage of the worshippers in the 
East, that he was insuring the freedom — bodily 
and mental — of the West, as welL But the wise 
Disposer of Events had ordered it so, and so it 
came to pass. 
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To the Crufiadea we further owe the iraprove- 
ment and enlightenment of European taste and 
learning. The splendour — the riches — and the 
gorgeoiis architecture of the East contributed 
materially to our advancement. They led us to 
imitate what we found of superiority : they en- 
larged our ideas : and so added many new sources 
of happiness. From the East we gained much 
learning, too : the wisdom of the Arabian sages 
became open and revealed to us, and assisted our 
progress both in art and literature. The Crusades 
opened new fields for our commerce, also. Europe 
found that in the East its merchandize was wel- 
come and in demand; and thus its manufacturing 
superiority commenced. I might instance many 
other benefits that resulted to Europe, and to the 
world at lai^e, from these great and singular expe- 
ditions, but these will suffice — at least at present : 
I doubt not that many of my supporters will make 
up for my deficiencies ; and for myself, I think it 
sufficient now to say that I consider the Crusades 
were extremely beneficial to the world. 

Second Speakeb. — Sir, It will help us to 
form a correct decision upon the subject under de- 
bate, if we look at the origin and nature of the 
Crusades. 

What were these expeditions, then ? Wars ; — 

cruel wars ; — religious wars. Now, I question 
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whether war in any case (save for the preserva- 
tion of life) is justifiable by morality : but war 
without attack^ — war without provocation, — is 
beyond all question^ condemnable and abominable. 

The Crusades, then, being proved to be evil in 
their origin, cannot, I believe, be good in their 
results. Good is not the natural fruit of iniquity : 
a clean thing cannot come out of an unclean. 

We were told by the opener that good has re- 
sulted ; but admitting that good has happened in 
Europe since the Crusades, it has yet to be proved 
that the Crusades have caused it. I must confess 
myself sceptical upon this point: and certainly, 
before I admit it, I must see it demonstrated. It 
is a very common error to mistake coincidence for 
causation ; and in my opinion that mistake is made 
when European civilisation is attributed to the 
Crusades. 

If we look at the history of the Crusades them- 
selves, and at the conduct of the Crusaders, we 
shall see how very unlikely it is that benefit should 
have resulted from these enterprises. Cruelty — 
murderous ambition — profligacy, and all the other 
great crimes that stain the human character, seem 
to have been aroused by these Crusades : — and I 
will simply ask whether these evil passions let 
loose in Europe were calculated to improve its 
morals, to elevate its intellect, to break its chains, 
or to promote its prosperity? I appeal to the 
common sense of the meeting. 
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Third Speaker. — Sir, Granting (which I, 
for one, will not) that the origin and nature of the 
Crusades were evil, I really cannot understand 
upon what principle it is that the last speaker 
has come to the conclusion that therefore their 
results have been injurious. Why, Sir, it is one 
of the plainest, as well as one of the grandest, 
truths enforced by experience, that good inva- 
riably results from evil. I, for my part, am con- 
vinced that the results of the Crusades must have 
been beneficial, because I believe that " whatever 
is, is right " — or, in other words, because I believe 
that there is above us and over all creation, a 
mighty law which worketh all things well. 

It would be easy to prove this even by the small 
and trifling events of human life ; but this I will 
not stop to do. One cannot contemplate, how- 
ever, the mighty occurrences which we are to- 
night discussing, without pausing for an instant 
to observe and trace the operation of this grand 
and soul-cheering principle. I see a mass of 
human beings — kings, prelates, nobles, priests, 
and commoners — gathered from all parts of 
the most enlightened quarter of the globe, — 
forming themselves into one mighty armament, 
for one single purpose. I see them forgetting 
their petty differences, — discharging their bosoms 
of their long-harboured enmities, — proclaiming 
themselves brothers and friends, — and leaving 
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their homes, their comforts, and all that was near 
and dear to them, supported and nerved by one 
high and beautiful hope. I see them pressing on 
under a thousand perils — perils of the sword, 
of the pestilence, and of the elements — con- 
tending with want, famine, and fatigue — yet 
still borne up by their strong enthusia&m, still 
animated by their high and glorious hope. I see 
them arrive at the land of their expectations — 
grievously thinned in numbers — strangers and 
homeless ; but still undauntedly clinging to their 
great purpose, and eager to commence their vast 
work. I see Christian chivalry and Saracen 
strength engaged in tremendous and continual 
conflict, and after varying success, relinquishing 
the struggle, wiser — greater — better — than 
when they commenced it. And it is impossible 
to look at the features of this great armament — 
its rise, progress, course and dispersion — without 
feeling that whatever may have been the evils at- 
tendant upon it, it awoke in the European breast 
a thousand great but slumbering principles, all 
directly and materially affecting the destiny and 
happiness of the human race. 

The gentleman who preceded me spoke of the 
horrors of war. War is horrible, but here, as 
always, it was the cause of peace. The CruaaderB 
found that war would not accomplish their objeoti 
and they themselves — the beginners of the war—* 
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had actually to sue for its discontinuance ! De- 
pend upon it, that moral sank deeply into the heart 
of Europe! Good can spring from evil, then; 
nay does. 

The conclusion to which I come. Sir, is this — 
that whether the intention of the Crusaders was 
virtuous or evil, — good miLst have resulted from 
their mighty enterprise. 

Fourth Speab^er. — Sir, Without entering 
into the question whether the motives of the 
Crusaders were virtuous or vile, I am still of 
opinion that in a most important point of view, 
their great enterprises did injury to the European 
world. 

The Crusaders, by their expeditions, boldly 
asserted the wicked principle, that Christianity is 
a religion to be propagated by the sword. Bear 
in mind that the heads of the Church were the 
chief instigators of these movements, and then ask 
yourselves what must have been the effect of this 
pernicious example on the mind of ignorant and 
superstitious Europe ? Can you not clearly trace 
to this the fierce persecutions of the Albigenses, 
the Jews, and Lollards in a subsequent age ? — 
the dark horrors of the dreadful Inquisition? — 
the Smithfield burnings of Queen Mary and 
Bishop Bonner? — the armed fanticism of the 
seventeenth century? and the relentless, perse- 
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cuting bigotry so rife in the present day? It 
appears to me that were this the only reason 
one could urge against the Crusades, it would be 
suflScient to make us regard them as forming one 
of the most mournful eras in our history. Who 
can estimate the error — the wickedness — and 
the misery which have been caused by the pro- 
mulgation of the awful doctrine that the sword 
is the best means to propagate the cross! The 
planting of that error has caused the world a vast 
harvest of wretchedness, which is not even yet all 
gathered. 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir, I cannot agree with 
the previous speaker at all. 

He objects to the Crusades because their pro- 
moters propagated Christianity by the sword. But, 
Sir, he ought to have distinguished between the 
act and the motive. The act was evil, but the 
motive was good ; and in such case it is the motive 
that operates, and not the act. 

We have no grounds for denying that the motive 
of the Crusaders was a good one. You tell me of 
the pride — the ambition — the lust for glory — 
the fanaticism of the invading host. I grant it 
all ; but I say, notwithstanding, that there were 
motives beyond and superior to these, which were 
in reality the cause of the enterprise. These other 
motives of which you speak were not sufficient to 
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account for it : so small a lever could never have 
performed so great a work. I look^ therefore^ for 
some higher and stronger exciting power than 
mere pride or ambition — and I think I find it. 
I think I see a lofty religious principle at work^ a 
true and zealous desire to fight to the death for a 
holy faith. Doubtless it was an error to seek to 
promote the Gospel by means of war^ but it 
was a sublime and splendid error. It showed 
enthusiasm and sincerity: and indeed was no 
great error after all. The Church on earth is 
militant; and a warlike character becomes it 
welL It has ever a great foe to fight — the prince 
of evil: — and must combat before it can conquer. 
We, more civilised than the Crusaders, have better 
weapons than the sword ; but the sword was the 
only weapon they possessed; and in their pure 
and holy cause they were not wrong to use it. 

And as to the example, I maintain that it was 
a good and useful one : it told all Europe that 
evil was to be resisted to the last, and with the 
sharpest weapons : and whilst our friend who last 
spoke endeavoured to trace to the Crusades the 
fierce spirit of persecution and intolerance which 
since then has so often disgraced and degraded 
Europe, be it ours to trace to those great enter- 
prises the firmness — the zeal — the heroic fear- 
lessness — and the earnest unshakable determina- 
tion — which Europe has ever since that age ex- 
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hibited in defence of its holy religion. If the 
Crusades produced the bigots, they also produced 
the martyrs, of our history ; if they produced the 
persecutors, they also produced the defenders, of 
the Church : and if they asserted the error that 
the sword of steel is the instrument of the Crospel, 
they discovered the truth that the sword of steel 
is not so effective a weapon as the sword of the 
spirit 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, It appears to me that 
morality is being sacrificed to enthusiasm in this 
debate. The speakers are actually defending 
crime because the criminals were in earnest ! 

Now, Sir, to me it seems that nothing can 
justify error ; and therefore that if we prove the 
Crusades to be morally, politically, and religiously 
wrong, we do enough to demand a negative reply 
to the question under debate. 

Well, then, were the Crusades politically called 
for ? No. There were no dangers hanging over 
Christendom at the time ; the Mahometans were 
not threatening us : there was nothing to appre- 
hend from them. 

Or were these enterprises morally justifiable? 
What right had the West to attack the East? 
There is not even a plea of moral right to reply ta 

Or can the Crusades be defended on reliyiout 
grounds? Here they appear to fail the most 
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The Christian religion is essentially the religion 
of peace and preservation : and therefore an ex- 
pedition of war and destruction must, of course, 
be condemned by it 

Thus, then, it appears that, tried by all our 
standards of right, these great armaments are 
found to be wicked and unjustifiable: and as I 
said before, I cannot imderstand why truth 
should be sacrificed to enthusiasm. To me the 
Crusades seem wrong altogether, and I do not 
scruple to say so. 

It may be said that the results justify the Cru- 
sades ; but I think the results (even granting the 
argument) are misunderstood. As far as I can 
judge, I believe that these expeditions tended to 
perpetuate superstition — to brutalise Europe — 
and to retard civilisation. 

They encouraged superstition inasmuch as they 
increased and acknowledged the domination of the 
clergy: — they brutalised Europe in so far as they 
made violence and bloodshed meritorious : — and 
they retarded civilisation, by employing the mind 
of Europe upon physical conquest instead of upon 
mental advancement. 

These, Sir, are my sentiments upon the question 
before us. 

Seventh Speakeb. — Sir, I have often be- 
lieved it very difficult to find a perfect standard 
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of moral right, and now I see that such a dis- 
covery is impossible. This conviction is, I own, 
due to the speech of the gentleman who has just 
addressed us. 

The speaker has tested the morality of the 
twelfth century. Sir, by the wisdom of the nine- 
teenth: and so has come to very unjust conclu- 
sions. 

The only fair way to try the conduct of men, is 
to judge them by the light they have : and if we 
test the Crusaders by this standard, we shall find 
as we always find in human conduct, truth and 
error, too. 

The truth we find is this : a sincere, firm, and 
zealous belief that they were commissioned by 
duty to undertake their great enterprises, and to 
destroy the enemies of God. Say what you will, 
this was a noble feeling : and that it was sincere 
we cannot doubt when we read that even children 
were aroused by it to enlist and arm in the service 
of the Cross. The error of the Crusaders lay in 
this: that they mistook their weapons. The 
sword of the Gospel is a spiritual weapon: but 
they used a temporal one. 

And yet one might defend the error without 
much rhetoric. 

The Crusaders knew no better. They had not, 
as we have, the Holy Bible to judge by: their 
sole spiritual voice was the Church to which they 
belonged. 
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The Crusaders were sincere. Sincerity is in 
itself a virtue^ even when attached to error. 

Nay one might justify, as well as excuse. The 
foes of the Christians were Mussulmans. It is the 
creed of the Mussulman to extirpate all other re- 
ligions by the sword: the Mussulman's sword 
had been employed against the Christian faith : 
the attack of the Christians, therefore, was self- 
defence. 

By the philosophical politics and utilitarian mo- 
rality of the present day I know that it is diiScult 
to defend the fierce Crusades : but these politics 
and this morality are not universal standards of 
right and wrong. How would they justify mar- 
tyrdom? — How would they defend resistance to 
sovereign authority? It is not, Sir, because 
Paley and Bentham condemn that justice necessa- 
rily disapproves. 

That good resulted from the Crusades — even 
from their worst evils — I will not dare to doubt. 
The enthusiasm in error led to enthusiasm in 
truth. The slaughters in Palestine produced the 
martyrdoms in Smithfield. The mailed Crusade 
of Hermit-Peter led to the spiritual Crusade of 
Luther. 

In the mere gathering together of these arma- 
ments, we see two important facts, which directly 
affect the history of the race. We see that Eu- 

K 
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rope becomes deoiaterialiaed, and that western 
civilisation and faith are carried to the East 

Europe had newly found its great £dth: and in 
the contest for its principles had become embroiled 
in petty wars^ which seemed endless. Brotber 
was armed agidnst brother^ and firiend againi^t 
friend. There were European idols, too: gross, 
material, sensual^ idols. But the great idea of the 
Crusades is at length put forth, and lo I European 
wars are suspended, and European idols are hud 
in the dust and forgotten I There is proclaimed 
a generous but incomplete principle — that war 
among Christians is fratricide, r— the truth is rung 
in the ears of the world — and that principle was 
tlie seed of the promised harvest of universal 
peace. 

The West rises against the East : the growing 
light of civilisation goes forth to combat with the 
darkness of barbarism: and that epoch com- 
menced a great struggle* It introduced European 
civilisation into the eastern world, and asserted 
the universality of the Christian faith. 

Eighth Speaker. — Sir, Much as I admire 
the eloquence and earnestness of the previous 
speaker, I am not quite convinced of the truth of 
his arguments. 

He contends that the fierce but mistaken zeal 
of the Crusaders — however wrong in its nature — 
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was in the end productive of religious good. I 
can scarcely see this. The ages immediately 
saoceeding the era of the Crusades were remark- 
able for the bigoted, persecuting, and revengeful 
spirit they displayed. Not only were infidels 
subjected to the violence of this malignant rage, 
but the Alblgenses, the Prussians, and the Jews 
were equally the objects of hate and vengeance. 
Nay, Christians of near creeds were persecuted 
with equal zeal. Crusades against erring be- 
lievers were considered just as virtuous and neces- 
sary as Crusades against Saracens : and so violent 
and extravagant was this feeling, that even after 
the many fresh manifestations it has since made 
among us, it is not even yet exhausted. We still 
persecute for difference in creeds — nay even at 
this moment the Jew remains unemancipated I 

And not merely was religious error dissemi- 
nated ; but political and moral error were extended, 
too- May we not safely say that the coalition of 
kings for the restitution of the Sepulchre has 
suggested those European alliances for civil pur- 
poses which have since been so notorious ? And 
may we not further say that the miUtary passion 
fostered by the Crusades has tended to encourage 
those vicious and sanguinary wars which have 
deluged not England alone, but all Europe, with 
Christian blood, and has nourished in the European 
breast the fiendish principles of hate and strife ? 
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I will not detain you longer, Sir, but Bimplj 
express my hope that this great question will 
only be decided by the principles of Justice and 
Philanthropy. 

Ninth Speaker. — Sir, With much that the 
last speaker has said, I sympathise : and especially 
in his remarks upon religious intolerance and bi* 
gotry. They are a disgrace to the age in which 
we live, and every well-wisher to his species must 
wish them speedily abolished. I do not think, 
however, that we owe them to the Crusades — 
but rather to that unhappy principle of war and 
enmity which is deep-rooted in human nature, and 
^ which manifested itself long before the Crusadea 
were conceived. 

To me these enterprises appear to have done 
great service to mankind. To them we owe the 
origination of two great ideas — Human Equality y 
and Chivalry. 

You were well informed by the opener of the 
debate that at the time of the Crusades, Europe 
was sunk in slavery. It seemed as though there 
were several kinds of men upon the earth, so 
separate and distinct was rank from rank. The 
iron hand of Despotism was then stronger than it 
had ever been before : the few held earth's good 
by fraud, force, and violence : and the many were 
grovelling in darkness, misery, and superstition. 
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But the Crusades seem to have put forth to all 
men the splendid doctrine of Human Equality^ 
and to have struck the first blow dealt by the 
hand of Europe at Slavery. After this we see 
the gradual mingling of the different classes of 
society — the emancipation of the serf — and the 
slow but sure decline of all feudal and tyrannical 
power. The impetus to freedom must have been 
singularly strong: — for it has since that time 
led us to emancipate ourselves from the thraldom 
of superstition^ and our African brothers from the 
mctual fettets of the body. We may even now see 
it breaking one by one the chains of slavery 
throughout the world. 

The institution of Chivalry, which is clearly 
owing to the Crusades^ has not yet been noticed : 
but it seems to me to be a very important feature 
in the subject. I hesitate not to say that the in* 
stitution of Chivalry is the most striking po- 
litical element in the civilisation of Europe. It 
promulgated the sentiments of honour^ courtesy^ 
and gallantry: it extended the virtues of dis- 
interestedness and daring : and above all^ it first 
recognised and gave effect to the power of Wo- 
man in the social scale. It emancipated her, and 
thereby assured the emancipation of the whole 
human race. 

From that moment barbarism declined. The 
power of Woman was a cause of its downfal. She 
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directed man's arm to the defence of the weak : 
Chivaby became a protector : it redressed wrongs, 
and was thus the precursor of law and order. 
To it^ consequently^ we owe much civilisatioD, 
sociat comfort, and r^ular goyemment. Equality 
and enlightenment were among its fruits ; it awoke 
intelligence, and attached dignity to yirtue. It 
seems to me scarcely possible to over-estimate the 
advantages we owe to Chivalry, — and there- 
fore to the Crusades, which were the cause of 
Chivalry. 

To the Crusades we seem also to owe the 
establishment of towns, — the foundation of Eng- 
land's naval supremacy — (for they caused her to 
commence ship-building), — the cessation of dvil 
war — the introduction of Arabian learning — ait 
and architecture, — the invigoration of the West- 
ern mind by the mutual intercourse of the Chris- 
tian states, and the elevation of Europe by col- 
lision with the East. 

Opener (in reply). Sir, The powerful arga-^ 
ments of my supporters have left me but little to 
offer in the way of reply. The question has been 
fairly and fully discussed, and will now hardly 
bear another speech. I was afraid at first that we 
were going to have but a narrow view of the 
matter, but I am happy to confess that the sub- 
ject has been treated as comprehensively as I 
oould possibly have wished* I 
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I must protest against the doctrine urged by 
some of the speakers that we are to judge the 
results of the Crusades by the conduct of the 
Crusaders. Sir^ the object and the effects of an 
act are things totally distinct ; and require sepa- 
rate judgments : we have to look at the conse- 
quences^ not the motives, of the Crusades. 

Hiose consequences have been so amply and so 
eloquently traced, that I do not need to recapitulate 
them. In a very few words I will close the subject. 

In addition to the sentiments and virtues origi- 
nated in the remarkable era we have surveyed, 
there was another great principle set in motion to 
which I feel bound to refer. That principle was 
— The essential unity of the human race. The 
European mass and Asiatic mass met as deadly 
foes — but they parted with far other feel- 
ings. Both received benefits. The Western ^ 
world learned generosity and endurance : the 
Eastern world gained civilisation, and glimpses of < 
the true faith. They found that they were 
brethren : they discovered that there was a great 
moral law that stayed their hands — the law of 
human love. They found their interests one. 
They discovered the vast truth that there was 
but one family in the world, and that peace was 
diat family's best happiness. They learnt, too, 
tiie BubUme lesson that union is strength, and 
separation weakness. 
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I see therefore in the consequences of the 
Crusades a commingling of the whole race; a 
great step taken in the direction of amity and 
universal peace. 

But I have yet another great influence to 
notice — perhaps the most important that the 
Crusades set in motion. I mean the religious 
sentiment. To the reli^ous sentiment was then 
given an impulse perhaps greater and more enthu- 
siastic than it ever before or since received. You 
call it Fanaticism : it is but another name for the 
same thing. Beneath its influence all Europe is 
roused: danger^ difficulty, and deatk are braved: 
no expense of money or of blood is considered too 
great to be lavished on the enterprise. Sir^ it ia 
impossible to consider that so great an impulse 
could be given without producing corresponding 
fruits. And in the subsequent history of the 
world can we discover none of these effects? Is it 
saying too much to assert that when this religious 
frenzy had subsided^ there was seen the real prin- 
ciple of truth that produced it : that when the 
torrent ceased, a stream, pure and holy, flowed ? 
It is surely not speculating too far. to say that 
the impulse given to the religious sentiment 
caused the world's mind to think, and the world's 
soul to start from its sleep. The result of this 
thought was the purificatioA of out religionj and 
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in due time that glorious reformation to which we 
owe all the liberty we possess. The religious 
sentiment has never been powerfully agitated 
without producing vast good : but in this instance 
its effects were as stupendous as its power was 
unparalleled. It developed in man the noblest 
sentiment of which he is capable, and put in 
motion the working causes of his ultimate and 
complete happiness. It first and most powerfully 
asserted that there is but one faith, as well as but 
one family, and from that moment Christianity 
took a firm root in the earth. 

In whatever aspect, then, we view this vast and 
truly sublime series of enterprises, we see gi*eat aud 
lasting results of good. We see them amalga- 
mating the various classes of men — destroying 
tyranny and asserting human right; — we see 
them carrying Western light into Eastern dark- 
ness, triumphing over barbarity and force, and 
urging on the work of civilisation with resistless 
strength ; — we see them elevating Woman into 
her proper sphere, and so developing the true puri- 
fying spirit of the world ; — we see them teaching 
men to be brethren and friends — asserting the 
sublime truth that the earth holds but one family; 
and more than all, we see them proclaiming to the 
uttermost ends of the world, that there is only one 
God and Fatheb of us all. 
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I will now leave the question in jour bands, 
Sir, — simply apologising for detaining you -so 
long. 

See Edinburgh Review, vol. xxx. p. 323 et »eq. 

Gibbon's Decline and Fall, chap. Ixi. 

Robertson's Progress op Society in Eu- 
rope, sect. 1, 

Brande's Dictionary of Science, Litera- 
TURE, AND Art. Art. CrusadeSj and the 
authorities there referred to. 

Monthly Review,'vo1. li. p. 53. ; voL xl. p. 328. 

Quarterly Review, vol. li. pp. 311 — 313.; 
vol. Ix. pp. 466 — 473. 
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Question VII. 

1$ the character of Oliver Cromwell worthy of our 

admiration f 

Opener. — Sir, I propose the question which 
you have just read to us, because I am of opinion 
that the character of Oliver Cromwell is not yet 
fully understood by his countrymen ; and because 
I am anxious to dispel, if possible, in my small 
sphere, the clouds of error which stand between 
our judgment and the truth. 

I am firmly of opinion. Sir, that Oliver Crom- 
well was one of the greatest and best men that 
England, or the world, has ever jgproduced ; and 
I feel a strong confidence and belief that before we 
rise from this debate, we shall all be of one mind 
upon the subject. 

. As a Man — as a Leader — and as a Ruler, I 
think him equally entitled to our praise and ad* 
miration. 

If I survey him as a Man, I find him irre- 
proachable in every walk of life. As a son he 
was dutiful — as a husband he was true and af* 
fectionate— ^as a father he was wise^ vigilant, and 
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kind. His personal character was pure beyond 
the shadow of suspicion ; and his social character 
was equally beyond the reach of blame. He was 
just and honourable to all men : he infinnged no 
lawftil rights^ and exacted no undue obediences. 

If I further regard him as a Leader y I find in 
him everything to admire, and nothing to con- 
denm. He was brave, far-seeing, quick in in- 
sight, immediate in action, bold and cautious, 
prudent and daring. He was just to those under 
his command, indulgent towards the meritorious, 
stem and inexorable towards the refractory. He 
was economical of the lives of his men, soldierlike 
In his demeanour, and earnest in the cause for 
which he fought. It would be difficult, I think, 
to find a general so endowed by nature with the 
capacity to lead ; the strongest possible proof of 
which is found in the fact that he was never de- 
feated, although opposed by the most unheard-of 
difficulties. 

As a Ruler, he is perhaps more remarkable still. 
For sagacity, strong practical wisdom, prompt- 
ness, fimmess, fearlessness, and unsullied justice, 
I do not know his equal in the world's history. 
I can safely challenge proof of one single act of 
injustice perpetrated during his Protectorate. 

There is, however, a higher standard still by 
which he must be tried : and here will lie our 
Struggle, I suppose, in this debate : I mean the 
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standard of that morality which a man owes to 
truth and to heaven : the morality which tries a 
man, not by his actions and qualities, but by his 
motives and by his heart. It is by this means 
alone that we can test and gauge the true cha- 
racter of Cromwell : — that we can say whether 
he was a great bad man, or a man of pure cha- 
racter and honest heart. It has been the fashion, 
for these two centuries past, to say — indeed we 
are told in our school histories by that far smaller 

— Oliver (Oliver Goldsmith) — that Cromwell 
was **an ambitious hypocrite" — a "rebel" — a 
" usurper " — and the like : — but men have at 
length begun to doubt all this — and to inquire 

— Is it so, or not ? 

It is with the view of clearing up this point, 
if possible, that I propose this question for debate. 
I do not mean to anticipate the charges against 
Cromwell, for they will doubtless be made by others. 
I simply say to those who are to follow me, that 
I hope they will look at this great question with 
earnest and honest minds — that I trust they 
will not judge Cromwell by childish morality — 
and that when they try his conduct they will con- 
sider the circumstances in which he was placed. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, as I am one of those 
who refuse admiration to the character of Crom- 
well, I lose no time in presenting my remarks. 
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I at once admit Cromwell's great qualities: 
denial of them would^ indeed^ be ridiculous. He 
could never have governed England as he did, 
had he not been possessed of a great and masterly 
mind. 

But we have been truly told that we must 
judge Cromwell, not by hb qualities, but by his 
motives. I mean to do so, Sir ; and as we can 
only test a man's motives by his acts, it is 
by CromwelFs recorded deeds that I shall toy 
him. 

What are Cromwell's deeds, then ? Unhappily 
wc can make no mistake in recounting them. He 
excited treason against his Sovereign: helped to 
bring that Sovereign to an ignominious death: 
and usurped the seat of the dethroned monarch. 
Here we see rebellion — murder — and foul am- 
bition : for surely we can safely predicate these 
motives from these deeds. Now, as I said be- 
fore, there can be no fear of mistake about these 
facts : they stand black and frowning against him. 
He killed his king, and he usurped his throne : if 
this be worthy of admiration, I am strangely in 
error. 

He must be wrong. Kings are inviolable, and 
should never, under any circumstances, be de- 
stroyed. Usurpation is always a crime, and can 
by no sophism be defended. And rebellion is 
always a wickedness, for we are, by Scripture 
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expressly commanded to submit to, and not resist, 
the civil ruler. 

Into the charge of hypocrisy I enter not. 
Cromwell may have been sincere, but sincerity 
does not justify crime. The motive must be 
good, before sincerity can be a virtue. Besides, 
the charges I have advanced are enough : and 
now I leave the debate to those who are more 
qualified to sustain its weight. 

Third Speaker. — The last speaker has at- 
tributed three crimes to Cromwell : treason, mur- 
der, and guilty ambition : I wish to say a few 
words about the first. 

We are told that Cromwell excited treason 
against the King. What is treason ? Improper 
resistance to lawful power. But in the case before 
us, the power was not lawful, and therefore the 
resistance was not improper. 

It is admitted — for it cannot be denied — that 
King Charles the First was acting illegally when 
the rebellion first broke out. He was acting with- 
out a parliament — he was levying unconstitu- 
tional taxes — and he was exercising an arbitrary 
power' quite inconsistent with the laws of the land. 
It was this, in fact, and this only, that caused the 
rebellion. Had the monarch been constitutional, 
the people would have been obedient. 

The King, then, placed himself beyond the law, 
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and above it : and his defenders cannot in justice 
complain when those who suffered from the King's 
unlawfulness, became unlawful too. 

But rebellion is always a crime, sajs the last 
speaker. Of course it is : for rebellion is ri^ng 
against lawful authority. But Cromwell's resist- 
ance was not rebellion ; for it was not against law- 
ful, but unlawful, authority that he rose. 

The gentleman tells us, however, that we are 
to resist not at all. He must pardon me for say- 
ing that I can neither understand nor admit so 
silly a doctrine. Where the power is lawful and 
just, resistance is a crime, but where the power 
is tyrannical and wicked, submission is a greater 
crime. 

Slavery and tyranny are abominable in the sight 
of the Most High, and the man who tamely sub- 
mits to either, is unworthy of his name. Evil 
is to be resisted wherever it is found, and 
monarchs are no exception to the rule. 

I think, Sir, that the charge of rebellion is now 
disposed of. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, I cannot listen to 
so outrageous a doctrine as that which has been just 
propounded, without expressing my decided and 
extreme abhorrence of such dangerous principles. 

The theory of the right of rebellion. Sir, would» 
if carried out, be a licence to every man to continu- 
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ally debate^ judge, and resist every exercise of au- 
thority to which he personally might object. And 
when we think of the great numbers of misguided, 
discontented and exasperated men who are always 
to be found in a community, we shall see at once 
that we should live in a condition of continual vio- 
lence and disobedience were this liberty accorded. 

A much safer principle to act upon is that which 
teaches us unqualified submission to authority. If 
the ruler go wrong, the fault is his, and he is re- 
sponsible for his misgovemment to Heaven : — 
the subject has no right to arraign, judge and 
punish him, but ought to rest assured that Heaven 
will render justice to them both. 

I will not deny that Charles the First exceeded 
his legal power : the fact is unhappily too plain. 
But this is not the question. We are judging 
Cromwell, not King Charles. 

Was the rising lawful in itself, then ? Where 
is the right, in law ? Show it me, and I will be 
satisfied. Or was levying armies against the 
monarch lawful? The levying of forces is ex- 
pressly made unlawful — by statute. Or was the 
seizure and detention of Eang Charles a lawful 
deed ? Seizure of the Sovereign is high treason 
by act of Parliament. Or was the execution of 
the Eong a lawful deed ? By a wise fiction of our 
law, the King is held to be incapable of doing 
wrong : how then can he be lawfully punishable ? 
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This killing of the King is a point which I should 
like to see well disoussed : though I cannot con- 
ceive of an argument in its favour. 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir^ whether resistance to 
lawfully constituted authority, when that autho- 
rity is unduly exercised, is justifiable or not, is a 
point which I shall not attempt to debate. My 
own feelings incline me to non-resistance — partly 
because I find from history that such resistance is 
never in the end successful ; but chiefly because I 
have a higher confidence in heavenly, than in 
human, power. If a sovereign under whom I lived 
were wicked and tyrannical, I should 

** Leave him to Heareii, — 

And to the thoma that in his breast would lodge. 
To prick and sting him :** — 

knowing full well that he would surely reap his 
reward, and that justice would one day be done. 

But the case before us is not that of a people 
rising against their sovereign, but of a sovereign 
arming himself against his people. The rising of 
Cromwell — for I select him as representing the 
movement — was simply a step of self-defence, 
and the King deliberately incurred the fiite he 
met. 

King Charles provoked war, and commenced 
it; he therefore voluntarily took its chanoeSi 
When foes meet in battle, the command. Thou 
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shalt not kill, is suspended, especially as regards 
the party that fights in self-defence: and the 
friends of a man who is slain in a fight which his 
wilfulness alone has originated, can have no reason 
to say that his destroyer could plead no right to 
kill him. 

We must bear in mind that the contest between 
Charles and his people was not a mere political 
strife, but a struggle of actual life or death. The 
victor's only chance of existence lay in the de- 
struction of the vanquished. 

It will now be seen, I think, that the case 
before us is not that of a monarch slain by his 
subjects — but of a soldier falling in a battle he 
himself provoked. 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, I give my friend who 
has just spoken great credit for his ingenuity, but 
I beg to assure him that it will not avail with the 
thoughtful portion, at least, of his auditory. 

The position of King Charles was not that of a 
soldier slain in fight, but of a prisoner taken in 
the field: and even admitting that the monarch 
voluntarily incurred the chances of war, was it 
not the height of crime, as well as the extreme of 
cruelty, in his captors, to destroy him ? And will 
not this of itself be sufficient to demand our con- 
demnation and abhorrence of Cromwell's conduct 

and character ? 

L a 
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-Why did not Cromwell preserve, instead of 
destroying, King Charles? There was no need 
to kill him. The unfortunate monardi was too 
weak to be a cause of fear : he was humbled and 
defeated : there was therefore nothing further to 
apprehend from him, and his destruction was a de- 
liberate and wilful piece of cruelty and murder. 

This charge of atrocious cruelty, then, I make 
against Cromwell ; and say that upon this ground 
alone, I must deny him my admiration* I like 
his bold and daring character — I respect his 
clearness and comprehensiveness of mind — and 
\ own the benefits resulting to England from 
his sway : but his cruelty proves to me a lack of 
principle in his heart, and leads me to believe 
that it proceeded from his guilty ambition, which 
saw that when once the obstacle of the King was 
removed, he should have a better chance of rising 
to the supreme authority. 

The cruelty of Cromwell, then, and his ambi-> 
tion, are in my opinion clearly proved, and for 
these reasons I shall vote against him. 

Seventh Speaker. — Sir, The arguments of 
the last speaker will, if fairly looked at, weigh, 
not against Cromwell, but against himself. His 
logic will actually support his opponents'* con* 
olusions. 

The gentleman has admitted that the King was 
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a prisoner of war^ and then has asked us — Why 
should he have been destroyed ? Now this, be it 
observed, makes the matter of the King's destruc- 
tion simply one oi policy. The honourable gentle- 
man himself has done this, not I; — for, says he — 
What need was there to kill the King ? — imply- 
ing that if need could be shown, the act would be 
justifiable. 

Now the need can be shown. It is all very 
well for the King's defenders to say that he was 
weak and therefore harmless; that he was de- 
feated and therefore powerless. There can be no 
doubt that Charles was blind and obstinate in his 
resistance to his people, and that he meant to 
relinquish his wicked struggle only with his 
life. Imprisonment, you will please to notice, 
had been already tried without success : plots to 
escape, and recommence the civil war, were 
continually afoot. Had the Eang been suffered 
to remain alive, his person would have been 
a centre round which his partisans would have 
never ceased to rally : and the unnatural struggle 
would have been continued until one or other of 
the contending parties were exterminated. 

It is, as a great writer says, ** a stem business 
to kill a King;" — but if a king, deaf to all 
remonstrance, and heedless of right and justice, 
obstinately throws away his kingship, and snatches 
at absolute tyranny instead : he is no longer an 
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inviolable king, but a criminal, amenable to the 
laws of the state and of eternal justice : and must 
be dealt with as a criminal alone. 

Eighth Speaker. — Sir, The reason wbidi 
moves me to refuse my admiration to the charac- 
ter of Cromwell, is the inordinate ambition which 
I find in it. 

More clear evidence of ambition I cannot con- 
ceive than I find in the career of CromwelL 

Nothing seems ever to have satisfied him: he 
auns higher than the highest. We see him first 
assuming the captaincy of a troop of horse ; then 
aspiring to the command of a regiment ; then get- 
ting the appointment of Captain General of the 
Eastern -Provinces; then gaining the post of 
Lieutenant General of the whole army : then be- 
coming Lord General of the kingdom's forces : 
then dictating to, and with lawless power con- 
trolling, coercing, dissolving, and at his own plea- 
sure reconstructing — the Parliament: then made 
Lord Protector of the realm : and lastly encou- 
raging men to offer him the crown. I see in this 
a crafty, bold and insatiable ambition ; without a 
parallel (save perhaps the single case of Napoleon) 
in history. 

He sets his single will against the other au- 
thority and law, too; of which we have many 
signal and striking proofs. 
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We see it in his ill^al dissolution of the Long 
Parliament — in his impatient haste to accelerate 
-^e dissolution of the parliaments which he himself^ 
f(Nrmed — in his fierce and determined mastery in 
council and in the field. He controlled all the 
powers in the realm: — the judges on the bench ^ 
— the ministers of state — the commanders of 
both the land and sea forces — the legislative as- 
semblies — and the physical power of the nation — 
the army. 

What absolute selfishness^ ambition and tyranny 
we may see in all this 1 What unheard-of vain- 
glory, self-esteem and presumption 1 I cannot 
admire such a character at all. 

Ninth Speaker. — Sir, It often strangely 
happens that the facts adduced by one disputant 
are found, upon examination, to support the cause 
of his adversary: I venture to say that in the 
address of the last speaker we have a fresh and 
striking instance of this truth. 

He charges Cromwell with ambition ; and proves 
his point by simply exhibiting his successes and 
elevations I Sir, I can give you a far better 
theory. Cromwell's superior advancements are 
owing solely to his merit. I defy any proof of 
ambition at alL 

For more than forty years Cromwell had led a 
retired country life: had never aspired to any 
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dignity or office whatever: and think you that a 
man whose hot youth is past begins to dream of 
elevation as he goes down the hill of life ? Pre- 
posterous ! Cromwell never solicited — never de- 
sired temporal dignities : his heart was set on far 
higher honours: he was perfectly content to re- 
main and die an honesty pious^ country fanner. 
But when wrong was perpetrated on himself and 
his countrymen — when their rights were invaded, 
and their very liberty of conscience threatened: 
he rose like a valiant man, and made fight in its 
defence. He raised his troop of horse ; his extra- 
ordinary merits were perceived ; and he gradually 
rose from post to post until he naturally reached 
the highest. He never solicited one of them : but 
refused many. Show me a better man displaced 
for him: show me a single instance of the em- 
ployment of craft or influence to bring about his 
elevation, and I will admit his ambition without a 
scruple; but as it is, I boldly and utterly deny 
it. The best proof of the folly of the chaise is 
that he refused the kingship when it was offered 
him. Very little like ambition that ! In fact, I 
can safely challenge all proof of it. 

Tenth Speaker. — There is one part of 
Cromwell's character which has not yet in my 
opinion received sufficient consideration : I mean 
his character as a ruler. 
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Sir^ to Cromwell's enlightened and firm rule, 
we owe in some measure almost all the political 
blessings we possess. He was the patron of our 
arts and literature — the protector of our com- 
merce — and the zealous purifier of our laws. He 
first demanded and maintained British supremacy 
upon the seas : he humbled our enemies : he ex- ^ 
tended our sway : he restored our finances : and 
he signally improved our social and moral charac- 
ter. To him we owe that unconquerable spirit of 
liberty which has since always animated the British 
mind : and to him we owe also that religious free- 
dom — that right to worship as we will — which ^ 
we now so happily possess. The very meanest 
subject was sure of justice during his administra- 
tion ; all vice was steadfastly put down by him. 

The last speaker has denied that Cromwell was 
ambitious : but one ambition he did exhibit — the 
ambition of making England the mistress of the 
world. As to personal aggrandisement^ no such 
thought was ever his: he sacrificed property, -^ 
labour, and we almost say life, for the common- 
wealth : but to extend the renown and secure the - 
happiness of his country, was an aim that he not 
only encouraged, but achieved. 

Cromwell has been called a usurper : by what 
argument he can be proved one, I should like to 
know. To usurp is to seize without claim or 
right: Cromwell did nothing of the sort. His 
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offices were forced upon him: not one of them 
did he ever solicit. 

He became the chief ma^Btrate solely by the 
voice of the people. Cromwell was too wise a 
man to desire the empty dignities of power and 
place : he accepted the chief office in the nation 
because, conscious of his own mental power, he 
knew that he could guide the state through its 
difficulties. Where was the hand in England 
that could have done as his did ? The best proof 
of his right is his power. A man more fit to 
govern men never existed, and I feel that if 
ever there were to come a time when the statues 
of our rulers were to be erected in testimony of 
a nation's gratitude, I should give to Cromwell's 
the very highest place of honour. 

I believe, Sir, that Cromwell was a man of 
giant powers and energies : that he acted honestly 
and greatly according to his heart's convictions: 
that he was pure in his morality, and sincere 
in his religion: and with this conviction, I feel an 
admiration for him which I can accord to but two 
or three great names in history, besides. 

Eleventh Speaker. — Sir, When the de- 
fenders of Cromwell speak of his great intellect 
and energies, they assert a truth in which all must 
agree ; but when they maintain that his morality 
was pure, and that his religion was sincere^ they 
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make an assertion which I certainly hesitate to 
admit. 

That Cromwell's moral character (at least in 
early life) was questionable there is every reason 
to suppose. He was a member of one of the 
Inns of Court: but appears to have neglected 
his studies for licentious pursuits : a supposition 
supported by the fact that when writing in after 
life of his early years, he asserts his '^ exceeding 
sinfulness," and his " wicked courses." 

And as to his religion, I believe him to have 
been a hypocrite. When in conjunction with his 
awful slaughters I find him speaking the name and 
quoting the words of the most High — bringing 
the Gospel of peace to justify the horrors of war, 
— I can come to no other conclusion than that 
his religion was one of word, and not of deed. — 
Whatever he did, he had a text of Scripture to 
justify it by. His whole life seems to me a life 
of pretence and cant Had his religion been 
purer, he would have been more peaceable ; but 
his violent, contentious, and self-willed career 
seems sufficient to prove that although he had the 
name of religion ever on his tongue, he never had 
the spirit of it in his heart. 

The charges I bring against him, are, then, 
that he was immoral and hypocritical, and unless 
these can be dispelled, his character is stained 
beyond redemption. 
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Twelfth Speakeb* — I am very glad, Sir, 
that the gentleman who haa last addressed yoa 
has so specifically charged the character of Crom- 
well with immorality and hypocrisy ; for of all 
the charges ever made against him these are the 
most easily disproved. — 

First as to the immorality. Where is the proof 
of it ? " He was a member of one of the Inns of 
Court" — says our firiend, -r— " and neglected his 
studies for dissipation." This is the common 
story and belief, I know ; but, Sir, it is absolutely 
without foundation. Recent researches * have 
proved that Cromwell's name is not to be found 
in any of the Inn-books at all. He never belonged 
to the law in his life. 

But, says our friend, — he himself admits his I 
immorality — he speaks expressly of his own 
'^ wickedness" and "depravity." Doubtless Crom- 
well does say this ; and yet he may have lived a 
perfectly moral life for all that. St. Paul calls 
himself " the chief of sinners," and yet says he 
" kept the law blameless." Sir, both the apostle 
and the illustrious subject of our criticism speak 
of that inner depravity of nature which pertains 
to all men, and which is quite consistent with a 
life outwardly correct They both knew that in 
heart and thought they were (as all men are) 

• 

* See CromwelI*8 Letters and Speeches : by Carljle. 
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great siimers before God, and they were humble 
enough to confess it. So much for this magni«» 
ficent charge of immorality. 

And now for the other matter: Cromwell's 
hypocrisy. I should like to know. Sir, by what 
right men assert this charge ? A man's religion 
is a thing between him and his Maker, and no 
other man can see and determine its truth or 
falsehood. Who elevated our friend into the 
judgment-seat? Who gave him the right and 
capacity to judge? And what was the ground 
upon which he accused Cromwell of hypocrisy? 
Listen, gentlemen, listen : because he was always 
referring to Scripture! Did you ever hear a 
charge so unwisely made? or so miserably sup-> 
ported? 

Cromwell a hypocrite. Sir! — no, I will believe 
most things sooner than that. Look at his life. 
For sixty years he lived devoutly before Gt)d and 
man, — no man ever accused him of injustice — 
impiety or irreligion — and yet we are told that 
he was a hypocrite I Does his daily household 
prayer look like hypocrisy? Does his devout 
preaching to his troops look like hypocrisy ? Does 
the selection and formation of that pious regiment 
of Ironsides look like hypocrisy? Does his 
thorough reformation of the manners of his army, 
and of the nation, look like hypocrisy ? Does his 
tearful praying before battle look like hypocrisy ? 
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Does his constant ascription of all powor and 
glory and success to Grod, instead of to himsdf, 
look like hypocrisy ? Does his thorough know- 
ledge of Scripture truth, or his strict enforcement 
of religious duty, look like hypocrisy ? Does that 
splendid exclamation of his when at the risii^ of 
the sun he saw his wicked foes before him — ^'Let 
Grod arise and let his enemies be scattered"' — 
does that look like hypocrisy ? 

If ever there were a really practical, earnest, 
and religious man on earth, we see him here 
in Cromwell : and yet the honourable gentleman 
would try to persuade us that all this was show, 
and that at heart this Cromwell was a hypocrite ! 
I spurn the miserable theory. Sir, with the con- 
tempt it merits ! 

Thibteenth Speaker* — Sir, Neither the 
indignation, nor the eloquence, of the speaker 
who has just addressed us, shall, if I know it, mis- 
lead my judgment on this matter : I am yet un- 
convinced that Cromwell's is a character to be 
admired, and I am about to venture a few words 
upon that side of the question. 

If I wanted proof of Cromwell's wickedness of 
character, I should find it in the misery and retri- 
bution of his later life. Whence all that timid 
fear of assassination ? Whence that concealment 
of armour and fire-arms beneath his clothes? 
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Whence that inward restlessness and misery, but 
^ firom a troubled and wretched conscience ? K he 
had done nothing but right, what had he to fear ? 
Virtue is always brave, whilst wickedness is 
always timorous. To me these signs are con- 
clusive. 

A part of Cromwell's career which is very indi- 
cative of his character seems to have escaped ob- 
servation : I allude to his conduct in Scotland 
and Ireland. His craft in Scotland, and his cruelty 
' in Ireland, are matters which his judges would do 
i well to consider. To me this craft appears dupli- 
city, and this cruelty the direct and most thought- 
less carnage. These things stamp the man at 
once : and prove all that has been asserted of Bis 
duplicity and cruelty. But enough has been said 
upon the subject, and I will now resume my seat 

Opener (in reply.) — Sir, My reply will not 
be very long, for I have not much to answer. 
Cromwell's character has been criticised both by 
his deeds and his presumed motives. His rising 
against the King; his conduct towards the 
monarch ; his acceptance of the supreme power ; 
and his slaughter of the nation's enemies ; have 
all been condemned : but why ? Simply because 
they have been tested by the rules of ordinary 
morality ; whilst they ought to have been tried by 
a far wider standard. I can very well believe, Sir, 
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that there are no parchment laws which warrant 
a man in resisting a tyrant, or in condemning him 
to death : I can perfectly understand that there 
are no written enactments which permit a man to 
destroy the enemies of God : and I can readily 
imagine that there are no Acts of Parliament m 
favour of country gentlemen becoming Lord-pro- 
tectors : but for all that^ I am quite disposed to 
conceive that there are a good many laws in 
Heaven's chancery which have never received the 
Royal assent^ and are quite unknown to Black- 
stone. There are circumstances beyond the scope 
of human laws ; and they must be tried by quite 
other principles. Such are the circumstances now 
beTore us. 

' To get at a fair judgment of Cromwell's cha- 
racter we must throw ourselves into Cromwell's 
situation. We must transport ourselves into an 
age of fierceness, sternness, and war: we must 
imagine ourselves the victims of tyranny and 
oppression: we must conceive of a time when 
religion was not a thing put on with Sunday 
clothing, but a matter by which men lived, and 
for which they would fight and die ; we must see 
the bigotry of power on the one side, and the 
fanaticism of outraged conscience on the other: 
and above all things we must place ourselves in 
the centre of a period when in the minds of the 
injured there arose a stem determination to deliver 
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themselves from the despotism of irreligion that 
threatened them, or perish in the attempt. 

Then let us conceive a giant-souled, earnest, 
honest-hearted, God-fearing, man, of silent ways 
and deep thoughts, cast into this chaos : and if we 
do this, we shall then see Cromwell and the 
circumstances which surrounded him, and be able 
to form a judgment of his character. 

To me, who have diligently sought to do this, 
there is no particle of doubt upon the matter. I 
see in -Cromwell a man who, after long thought 
and prayer, has made up his roiad that religion is 
his only duty and business : and that he will per- 
form that duty, and prosecute that business, 
against all gainsay ers, low and high. I see him 
cherishing this determination, and performing it 
in quiet daily life ; prepared to do so even till his 
death. The active world calls him, however: 
and, prompt at the voice of duty, he obeys the 
call, and carries his religious principle into his 
public conduct. He tries all by this one test : 
and whatever he finds wanting in the balance, is 
condenmed and exposed without favour or pity. 
He takes his stand upon the Word of God ; and 
though the Prince of Evil himself oppose, he 
cares not, but continues his course. Prating 
senators — misled covenanters — unjust kings, and 
unscriptural prelates, are alike his enemies, for 
they are the enemies of |;ruth and heaven. He 
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uses towards them no half-measures : sincere and 
terrible in his deep enthusiasm he opposes right to 
mighty and slays them as the foes of God. He 
is then called on by all men to rule : strong in 
the strength of heaven, he undertakes the charge ; 
and in the same strength, performs it. Men press 
him to accept the kingship : he wiser than they, 
refuses the empty name, and renudns Protector. 
As Protector he rules England in the fear of 
God — yes, this nation was once actually goyemed 
by the principles of religion : the Bible was once 
our only book of Law I — he discards all vice, pro- 
fanity, and injustice ; and encourages truth, de- 
voutness, and morality. Lastly, he dies as he had 
lived — full of truth and fervour ; in lively com- 
munion with his Heavenly Father. 

Here then we see a man ; a man whose faith m 
God was not a vision, but a fact : and who dared 
all things for the truth ; even death itself: a man 
earnest and real as nature: a man fit to be a 
pattern, a king, a hero, among men 1 — And are 
we to be told, Sir, that we must not admire him? 
Are we to be insulted by a reference to the law 
books of Westminster Hall and St. Stephen^s 
Chapel, and told that we cannot find his defence 
written there ? Let the pedants and pharisees of 
the world assert such folly if they will : I for one 
will laugh them to scorn, with their law bookfl^ 
too : and I will tell them, in reply, that althou^ 
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no parchment may celebrate the name, and no 
effigy exhibit the features, of this man, his glory 
shall live bright and pure in the memory of the 
world, down to the remotest generations of man- 
kind. 
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Edinburgh Review, voL xlviii. p. 133 et 
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Macaulay's Critical Essays, vol, i, pp. 178 — 
188. 



» 



M 2 



164 



Question VIII. 

TV hick was the greater Poet — Shakspere or MiUonf 

Opener. — Sir, It will be readily admitted that 
nothing conduces more to give the mind clear- 
ness and distinctness of thought^ than the practice 
of criticism; and therefore it will be acknowledged 
that I have proposed a question for debate which 
is calculated to afford useful and healthy mental 
exercise. 

We are to judge between two poets — between 
the two greatest poets (as I believe) that ever 
lived. We are to say which is the greater poet 
of the two. By greater I mean — altogether 
larger-souled. I do not wish to know which is 
the greater in any particular quality — but in the 
sum and total of their qualities. The question 
will now, I think, be clearly understood. 

I wish to guard against one error : the error of 
judging the poet as the man. It is between the 
works and not between the lives, of these two 
writers that I wish for a comparison : to their 
works alone, then, let us refer. 
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My own opinion runs in favour of Shakspere's 
superiority. I will not deny that Milton may 
have soared higher than Shakspere, but Shak- 
spere'89 if not 80 lofty, is a more extended flight. 
Milton's genius has a tendency to concentration : 
ShakspeWs to division. Milton flies perpendicu- 
larly, Shakspere horizontally. The question be- 
comes, therefore — Which flight was the better, 
more useful, and more admirable of the two ? 

As I said before, I give the palm to Shakspere. 
I think that his vision is keener and truer and 
quicker than Milton's. Both are Poets of Humanity 
— both address themselves to universal feelings and 
passions, but Shakspere seems to have known the 
human heart better, and to have addressed it more 
effectually, than Milton did. This seems to arise 
from the fact that Shakspere's vision was direct, and 
perfectly clear : whilst Milton's vision had to pass 
through the medium of his imagination. Milton 
rose aloft from the crowd of men, and looked 
down upon them as through a microscope; Shaks- 
pere mingled toith men and saw them face to face. 
Milton therefore may have seen erroneously — 
whilst Shakspere's vision must have been abso- 
lutely true. He who sees through a microscope 
may perchance have a false or distorted lens before 
him, whilst he who uses the naked eye is liable 
to no such danger. Thus it was that Milton's 
vision of the world was less true than Shakspere's: 
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Shakspere saw clearly and without a mediom: 
Milton saw through his imagination : and there* 
fore less directly and less distinctly* 

I have argued from fact to theory : now let me 
return from theory to fact. Take the idea of the 
world and of life which you get from Milton, and 
take the idea of the world and of life which you 
gather from Shakspere. Place them side by side: 
what do you see ? Milton makes Earth — a grand 
colossal universe of thought; and Man — a great, 
theological, metaphysical, moral Thikkeb and 
Debater: Shakspere makes the earth a world 
full of busy, active, practical life; and Man 
a restless Doer; working, feeling, hoping, 
despairing ; — replete with energy, intelligence 
and passion. In a word, man is with Milton an 
imaginary being — with Shakspere a real one. 
Milton gives us man as he would have made him: 
Shakspere portrays him as he is. 

This is all I wish to say upon this subject for 
the present. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, I regard Milton as 
the greater Poet of the two. 

I do so because I think that in the quality of 
Imagination he is decidedly superior : and Imagi- 
nation is, in my opinion, the highest quality a 
Poet can display. 

The great poem of Paradise Lost is the instance 
T sAlAct in proof. 
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The very conception of this extraordinary 
work is sufficient to stamp Milton as the first of 

Poets. 

" To vindicate eternal Providence, 

And justify the ways of God to man" — 

was an idea that only the highest style of mind 
could have conceived. And the execution of the 
idea is as wonderful as the conception of it. Eden 

— Earth — Hell and Heaven — are in turns pre- 
sented to us, and described with a vividness, dis- 
tinctness and force which we look for in vain in 
any other writer. 

It is said that Milton was incorrect in his de- 
scription of human life and character : — but surely 
the critics who say so must have forgotten the 
masterly and touching delineation which he has 
given us of our First Parents in Paradise. 
Anything more purely beautiful I cannot con- 
ceive. The untainted souls of the new-created 
pair: — their innocent delight in the new scene 
spread before them : — their deep mutual love, — 
the love of young, unworn, unexhausted hearts : 

— the freshness, quiet sweetness and unclouded 
loveliness of Eden : — form the most surpassingly 
beautiful and delightful picture that Poetry ever 
conceived. I know not where, save in Holy 
Writ, the tired spirit of man may find such sooth- 
ing rest and consolatbn as in the Paradise of 
Milton« The contrast of its deep unruffled peace 

X 4 



168 THE DEBATER. 

with the storms of life, gives to this portion of the 
poem a charm which no other work that I know 
of, possesses. 

The imagination that produced this work is 
second to none on earth. 

Third Speaker. — Sir, I am not disposed to 
deny that Imagination is the highest quality a 
Poet can possess : although perhaps it would not 
be difficidt to argue with success that the power 
of describing the Actual is quite as great as the 
power of describing the Possible or Imagined. But 
I am disposed to deny that Milton possesses this 
quality more eminently than Shakspere. 

Milton has imagined Paradise: Shakspere has 
imagined Fairy "land. Milton has imagined Satan; 
Shakspere has imagined Ariel and the Weird Sis- 
ters. The supernatural is, indeed, common ground 
to both : and each treads it with equal propriety. 
Milton's power herein has been noticed : now let 
us glance at Shakspere's. Consider, then, the ex- 
quisite chasteness and perfect keeping of Shak* 
spere's supernatural pictures ; whether of Oberon 
and Fairy-land, or Hecate and Witchland. 

Whether it be the Fairy 

" Hanging a pearl in every cowslip*s ear^' — 

or whether it be Puck — 

••Who'll put a girdle round about the earth 
In forty minutes :" — 
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or Titania — 

^ Upon the beached margin of the sea, 
Dancing her ringlets to the whistling wind :" — 

or the Witchesy who * 

" Hover through the fog and filthy air :" — 

or the Ghost, 

** Whose grim portentous figure 
Walks armed through the night :** — 

all these conceptions are as masterly and true as 
the mind of poet ever conceived : and place Shak- 
spere at once in the very highest rank as an ima- 
ginative writer. 

And whilst Shakspere's imagination is as high 
as !Milton's, it is much wider. His 

" Poet's eye in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Glances from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven ; '* 

and embraces the whole universe. I hold, there- 
fore, that Shakspere's imagination is at least equal, 
and possibly superior, to Milton's. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, It is said that Mil- 
ton's imaginative power, if as great, is not so 
grasping and universal, as Shakspere's : I do not 
admit this: — for granting that his creative power 
is but rarely applied to Shakspere's great domain 
— the human heart, — it, on the other hand, as- 
cends to other subjects, which even Shakspere 
never reached. '' Winged with his angelic power. 
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Milton swept through the realms of time and 
space ; veiled his fiftce before the throne of God, 
or stood in the council of Pandemonium : floated 
in chaosy or walked with Adam in Paradise." I 
say again Shakspere never rose so high as this. 

But the opener truly told us that we were not 
to judge by one quality alone : let us look at some 
of the other distinguishing characteristics, then, of 
these two great writers. Milton's exquisite style 
and fine power of description ought not to be for- 
gotten : here, I think, he more than rivak Shak- 
spere. Mark the beauty of this : — 

** Now mom, her rosy steps in the eastern clime 
Adrancing, sowed the earth with orient pearL" 

Equally fine his description of Adam : — 

** His fair large firont and eye sablime, declared 
Absolute rule ; and hyacinthine locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Clustering/* 

Nor let us pass without notice Milton's power 
over the feelings. In Paradise Lost there are 
touches of pathos never surpassed I would in* 
stance particularly Eve's penitent reply to Adam*a] 
upbraidingSy when she — 

" with tears that ceased not flowing, 

And tresses all cHsorder'd, at his feet 

Fell humble ; and embracing them, besought 

His peace.** 
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Mark also Satan's attempt to address the legions 
of Hell:— 

^ Thrice he assay'd, and thrice, in spite of scorn, 
Tears such as angels weep, burst forth : at last 
Words, interwove with sighs, found out their way/* 

Comment upon this fine passage would be super- 
fluous, and I shall say no more. 

Fifth Speaker. — I am of opinion that in 
the chief poetical quality — Imagination — the 
two poets before us are equally great. Mil- 
ton has risen higher than Shakspere : Shakspere 
has flown wider than Milton. Milton could well 
have been more universal: Shakspere could not 
with perfect ease have been loftier. 

But as to the other qualities which constitute a 
poet, I think that Shakspere was decidedly the 
more highly gifted. The last speaker has in- 
stanced the descriptive power and the pathos of 
Milton : but it seems to me that in both these 
faculties, Shakspere is the greater of the two. 

There is nothing in Milton to compare for a 
moment with the living beauty of that line spoken 
by Iiorenzo : — 

^ How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this banL** 

This is, in my opinion, the most perfect picture 
ever presented in words. In Shakspere's Works, 
as Hazlitt says, there is *^ such force and dbtinct- 
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ness of description, that a word, an epithet paints 
a whole scene, or throws us back whole years in 
the history of the person represented,** 

And as to pathos, I think that our friend was 
exceedingly unwise to challenge the comparison. 
I grant the great beauty of the instances pre- 
sented to us : but I find greater beauty by far in 
the pathos of Shakspere. I point to Leaj^s re- 
cognition of Cordelia in his madness, with her 
reply : — to Macduff* s grief at the slaughter of his 
children : — to Ophelia^ s pathetic lamentations for 
her father ; and her death ; — to the wild agonj 
of the bereaved Constance ; — to the simple re- 
monstrances of Desdemona on her death-bed : — 
to Antonyms burst of passionate grief over the 
body of CcBsar : and to Othello^ s intense and heart- 
broken misery when he is made to believe that his 
wife is false to him. Any one of these instances 
is to my mind quite sufficient to establish the 
superiority of the pathos of Shakspere over that of 
Milton. 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, A very important test 
by which this question my be fairly tried has not 
yet been alluded to ; and by your permission I 
will here set it up : I mean — the moral effect 
these writers have produced upon the world 
This will be a fair gauge of their respective 
powers; for effects are always the measures of 

■*• causes. 
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Now it seems to me that Shakspere has done 
more service to humanity than any other writer 
ever bom into the world. Through the whole 
natural and mental universe his spirit has ranged; 
and whatever it has touched it has illuminated. 
He has shown 
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Virtue her own feature, and Scorn her own image :" 



he has reached ^^ Imagination's airy height ;" — 
sounded the lowest depths of Passion^ — trodden 
every path of life, and acquainted us with every 
kind of human experience. There seems not a 
thought — not a pang — not a pleasure — not a 
sentiment — not a truth connected with humanity 
— that Shakspere has not felt and spoken. He 
has illuminated for us the whole Past : he *^ has 
turned the globe round, and surveyed the ge- 
nerations of men and the individuals as they 
passed, with their different concerns, passions; 
follies, vices, actions, and motives : " he has left 
us pictures of undying beauty, to elevate, refine, 
and refresh us: he has handed down to us a 
nobler monument of wisdom than is to be found 
in the works of all our philosophers ; and he has 
erected for us a code of truth and morals which 
surpasses all that the world's statesmen have ever 
given us. 

How can we calculate the effect of such a soul 
upon the world ! None but a spirit similarly 



174 THE BBBATEB. 

gifted could hope to show how^ through its subtle 
agency, the mjsterious sympathies of man have 
been secretly and indissolubly linked to the whole 
universe of life : — could hope to follow the high 
thoughts it has created through their purifying 
and regenerating mission: or to estimate the 
life-giving influences of those radiations from the 
eternal star of beauty which it has conducted firom 
the heavens to the earth. The mind instinctively 
shrinks from full inquiry: for it feels that only 
infinity can answer it. 

Seventh Speaker. — I think Milton is a 
greater poet than Shakspere because his aim is 
higher. In Shakspere we see the divine spirit of 
Poetry circling the whole human world, and iden- 
tifying itself with every possible combination of 
human circumstance — of human joy — of human 
woe : in Milton we see it spread its godlike wings 
and soar into the world of Spirits — connecting 
the Human with the Divine — and revealing to the 
eye of man, infernal terrors, and celestial joys. 

In Shakspere the Supernatural is employed upoo 
the affiurs of our mortal nature, and has ^* its be- 
all and its end-all," here. Thus in Macbeth it w 
evoked to inflame, and then to torture, Ambili<m: 
in Hamlet to spur Irresolution : — in Bichard to 
terrify Guilt. Shakspere never — or so rarely « 
to warrant the word, never — uses it to awaken 
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our sense of Immortalitj, or to arouse mi to the 
awful realities of the world to come. The Chris- 
tian reader must ever mourn that our great 
national poet should have neglected to string his 
harp in the service of Beligion. Religion, indeed 
(excepting mere natural religion), Shakspere seems 
hardly to have known. But Milton, with a high, 
solenm, and almost prophetic, earnestness, makes 
the great subject of our Immortality his constant 
theme. Creation — Paradise — Heaven and 
Hell — Man's Fall, Salvation and Destiny: — 
these are his ra^hty subjects : and he treats them 
with a grandeur, indeed an awfulness, befitting 
their sublimity. Never, I think, has the human 
soul risen so majestically as in Milton. 

I look upon the theme of ^^ Paradise Lost" 
as the most magnificent, thrilling and important 
on which the mind of man can speculate. 
It is the commencement and first act of that 
tremendous and tragic battle between Grood 
and EvO, which has been going on in all time, 
through all creation : — which we every one of 
us feel to be waging in our souls — and which is 
of all the sublime and awful questions that can 
engage us, the most necessary for us to solve. 
For what can compare with it? On it hangs life 
or death — torture or rapture — hell or heaven. 
It comes home to us all — and must be answered 
for us all, and by us all : in some way or other. 
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Bid it into the distance we cannot, we dare not : 
its piercing voice keeps up its cry until it gets an 
answer. Happy are they who find the right 
reply! 

ShaJcspere, then is the poet of our Human Life — 
and Milton the poet of our Immortal Destiny : and 
because I think that our Divine is superior to our 
Human part, I hold that Milton is the greater 
poet of the two. 

Eighth Speaker* — Sir, I would be the last 
to deny that the Immortal must at all times in- 
finitely transcend the Perishable : in that truth I 
fully concur with the last speaker : but I cannot 
agree with him when he says that Shakspere ia 
the poet only of our Human life. — 

Shakspere, Sir, is the poet of Truth: and truth 
being immortal he is therefore the poet of Im- 
mortality. There is no writer who refers niore 
constantly to the Eternal rules and laws of Grod 
than Shakspere : he recognises them, and acts by 
them. He tries conduct, not by circumstance, but 
by perennial morality ; and considers life only as 
affected by the world beyond the grave. 

Macbeth affects to "jump the life to come,'' 
but is ever held in fear of the hell he meritSi 
Wolsey is made to say to Cromwell 

** Let all the ends thou aims't at be thy country^s, 
Thif Gad's, and JVtcMVV 
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Hamlet is made to bear the ills of life by 

" the dread of something after death, 
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That undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns." 

The sense of Immortality is continually appealed 
to by Shakspere — by no writer more so. Con- 
stancet even in her frenzy, is led to say that — 

" When she meets her pretty child in Heaven, 
She shall not know him/* 

Eong John is appalled by the fear of the doom 
that the awful Day of Judgment will award him ; 
indeed instances of this kind are too numerous and 
well known to need further quotation. 

It is regretted that Shakspere says nothing 
about Religion. Sir, it is perfectly true that our 
great poet was no theologian : but theology is not 
religion after all. He takes no trouble about 
creeds ; but it is easy enough to see that a more 
really religious mind never existed. 

We have seen his religion in his Faith already : 
Immortality with him was a conviction strong as 
life itself: we may also see it in his fervent Hope, 
his Belief in Goodness, and in Truth : we see it 
liistly in his surpassing Charity: not the mere 
charity of almsgiving, but the true charity of 
heart, which *^ endureth all things and hopeth all 
things : " the charity that taught him to say — 

" Forbear to judge, for we are sinners all :" 

N 
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the charity that led him in a day of prejucUce 
and unkindness to defend the cause of the 
oppressed Jew 1 

No, never let it be said that Shakspere had no 
religion. He was no sectarian, I know : very 
likely he was charitable even towards heathenism; 
but for all that he was an humble and devout 
chUd of God. 



Ninth Speaker. — Sir, Without entering 
into the controversy respecting the theologiod 
excellence of the two poets before us, I wish just 
to say one or two words upon the question. 

There seems at times a greater force in Milton 
than in Shakspere — a greater intellectual strength. 
Who can forget 

" The shout that tore hell's concave ?" — 
or Satan's form as it 

" Lay floating many a rood ?" — 
or the fallen angels 

" Hurled headlong flaming from the ethereal sky ?** 

Perhaps a better proof still of Milton's force of 
description is to be found in his account of the 
Prince of the Fallen when he calls him 

" Hell's dread commander ; who above the rest, 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent. 
Stood like a tower/' 
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'' Paradise Lost ^ has often been censured fo^ 
its want of human interest. The subject should 
centre, it has been remarked, in our First Parents : 
— whilst by the author it is made to centre in 
Satan. Now to me it seems that the course the 
poet has taken is the only natural and proper one. 
Milton's design, as we have been very correctly 
told, was to mark the entrance of the principle of 
Evil into the world, and its early progress in the 
soul of man : the career of Satan is therefore the 
centre round which the whole interest revolves. 

And never was there a greater creation than 
this of Milton's Satan* The proud, defiant, all- 
daring, all enduring, for-ever-fallen archangel, 
dauntlessly braving the darts of heaven, and yet 
eternally burning with the inner fire of self-re- 
proach, and the piercing consciousness of happiness 
for ever lost ; is the sublimest spectacle the soul 
of man has yet conceived. 

What are Shakspere's Witches — his Ariel — 
his Hamlet — to this ? — I will not stay to make 
a comparison — for the objects compare them- 
selves, and themselves give the verdict. 

Tenth Speaker. — Sir, None of the debaters 
have yet spoken of Shakspere as a moralist: a 
character in which he is pre-eminent— and which 
I believe is not attempted to be fixed on JVIilton. 
It has been well said that in the writings of 
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Shakspere '^ there is more moral wisdom to be 
found than is embodied in all the ethical pro* 
ductions of our country put together." Let us 
take a few examples : here is one : 

*' Sweet are the uses of Adversity ; 
Which like a toad, ugly and yenomous, 
Weaiis yet a precious jewel in his head.** 

Again : — 

" Not the king's crown, nor the deputed sword, 
The mar8hal*s truncheon, nor the judge's robe. 
Becomes them with one half so good a grace 
As Mercy does- " 

Again : — 

" O, it is excellent 
To have a giant's strength ; but it is tyrannoos 
To use it like a giant I " 

What magnificent and deep philosophy there is m 
this: 



" We are such stuff 



As dreams are made of; and our little life 
Is rounded with a sleep ! " 

Here is a moral for kings : — 

" For within the hollow crown 
That rounds the mortal temples of a king, 
Keeps Death his court ; and there the antic sits, 
Scoffing his state and grinning at his pomp ; 
Allowing him a breath, a little scene, 
To monarchizc, be feared, and kill with looks, — 
Infusing him with vain and self conceit, — 
As if thb flesh that walls about our life 
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T\''ere brass impregnable ; and humour*d thus. 

Comes at the last, and with a little pin 

Bores through his castle wall, and — farewell king!" 

One may find some good in this too : 

" Glory is like a circle in the water, 
Which never ceaseth to enlarge itself, 
Till bj broad spreading, it disperse to nought." 

But I fear I weary you : the maxims of Shak- 
spere are now proverbs, and need not be repeated 
by me. 

Eleventh Speakeb. — Sir, Shakspere was 
a great moralist, certainly : but, in my opinion, 
Milton is very little, if at all, inferior to him in 
this respect. 

Morality proceeds from love of virtue, and con- 
fidence in goodness. Hear Milton thereupon : 

" Virtue may be assailed, but never hurt, 
Surprised by unjust force, but not enthralled ; 
Yea, even that, which mischief meant most harm, 
Shall in the happy trial prove most glory : 
But evil on itself shall back recoil. 
And mix no more with goodness ; when at last. 
Gathered like scimi, and settled to itself, 
It shall be in eternal restless change 
Self-fed, and self-consumed ; if this fail 
The pillar*d firmament is rottenness. 
And earth's base built on stubble.*" 

Again ; hear the Spirit in Comus : 

*' Mortals that would follow me, 
Love Virtue ; she alone is free. 

V 3 
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She can teach ye how to climb 
Higher than the spherj chime*; 
Or if Virtue feeble were 
Heaven itself would stoop to her ! " 

How exquisite in his reference to 

'•'' The virtuous mind that ever walks attended 
B J a strong-siding champion, Conscience ! ** 

Milton as a moralist stands^ I think, extremely 
high. He is utterly free from prejudice : abjures 
all bigotry, dogmatism, servility, and mental 
slavery. A more thoroughly independent mind 
never existed. Consequently his morality is never 
tinged with the pride of the Pharisee. He loves 
virtue for its own sake, and makes no boast of 
it. He may not perhaps have written so large 
a code of morality as Shakspere has produced, 
but it is quite as pure, and quite as practically 
useful. 

That character of Satan has been of wonderful 
service to us: it has taught us the virtue of 
endurance: and had Milton done no more than 
this, he would be deserving of the highest honour 
as a moralist. 



Twelfth Speaker. — Sir, I am not quite so 
sure as the last gentleman who spoke seems to be, 
that the character of Satan is likely to affect Wi 
morally or beneficially. 

What is it ? A fallen angel defying the Almighty > 
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and in his oion strength enduring and scorning 
the Almighty's punishments. We hear him say 
that 'tis 

" Better to reign in hell than serve in heaven/* 
We are told by him that into hell 
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he brings 



A mind not to be changed by place or time : 
The mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven/* 

I really doubt the morality of this. The 
picture seems to me likely to do at least as much 
harm as good. I will suppose a man far gone in 
vice brooding over these sentiments. What would 
be the result? Why that he like Satan would 
say — 

^ Then farewell hope, and with hope, farewell fear ! 
Farewell remorse ! all good to me is lost: 
Evil ! be thou my good ! " 

He, too, would ^^ disdain submission ;" and in his 
despair "defy the Omnipotent." The Satan of 
Milton, the Prometheus of Shelley, and the Cain 
of B3rron, all seem to me to be alike immoral 
and dangerous pictures to present. They are all 
represented as unconquered by the Almighty, 
though fallen ; and this leads the mind to think 
that Evil is too strong for God, and can safely defy 
him : a very dangerous doctrine to teach. 

The morality of Milton always appears to me 

If 4 



«fc£^£ 



184 THE DEBATER. 

(even the best of it) to be of a vague controversial 
character: he puts forth declamatory arguments 
instead of practical maxims : and tries to describe 
Truth instead of showing her. In a word Milton's 
is the morality of Intellect : whilst Shakspere's is 
the morality of the Heart 

Choosing between these two. Sir, I incline to 
Shakspere: his morality is indisputable, whilst 
Milton's, however pure, is always open to con- 
troversy. 

Thirteenth Speaker — Sir, Although I do 
not think Milton so great a Poet as Shakspere I 
yet think a word or two may be said for him as 
respects the moral influence of his character of 
Satan. 

We have been told that it is a demoralising and 
dangerous representation: that we are prone to 
be fascinated by it ; and that when we see the 
Arch-Fiend braving and heroically enduring the 
vengeance of the Almighty, we feel a sympathy, 
which may probably become an admiration, for 
him: and may lead us to imitate his fierce and 
dauntless bravery. 

But it seems to me that our sympathy fastens — 
not on what is evil, but on what is good. It is not 
the bold and daring defiance of the Ahnighty, — 
but the uncontrollable power of mind — that wc 
admire; the energy which makes soul superior to 
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circumstance ; and as a great writer says, " Many 
a man has borrowed new strength from the force, 
constancy and dauntless courage of evil agents. " 
Besides, the horrors of HeU must counterbalance 
its pleasures even in the mind of the most aban- 
doned calculator. 

Milton's mastery over the art of Poetry has not 
yet been noticed : his magnificent blank verse ; — 
his "linked sweetness long drawn out;" — his 
vigorous and polished style ; and his lofty mode 
of thought AU these are qualities which he ex- 
hibits very remarkably, and should be taken into 
account when the comparison is made. 

OPENEB(iiir«/>/y). — Sir, the propositions which 
I submitted to you in opening this debate have 
been proved, rather than refuted, by my oppo- 
nents : — so I hav^ not much now to say. 

As far as regards the art — the mere mechanism 
of Poetry — Milton may have been superior to 
Shakspere : Shakspere was not at all a mechanist, 
and never could be. Still, even upon this point it 
must be borne in mind that Milton is very much 
indebted to his leamingy whilst Shakspere 

" Warbles his native wood-notes — wild." 

Take away Milton's learning, and then you will 
find that, even as an artist, he is not so great as 
Shakspere. 
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But, after all, it is in the essential qualities of 
Poetry, that the poet's greatness lies : and these, 
therefore, are the only proper tests. 

The conclusion to which this debate leads me, 
is unquestionably that Shakspere possesses these 
qualities more eminently than his rival. 

In imagination I hold that he is at least equal; 
in passion, he is far superior ; in perception, he is 
immensely more quick and intelligent ; in sym* 
pathy, he is infinitely greater : in intellect, he is 
more intuitive and clear : in ideality, he is un- 
doubtedly more serene and vivid: and in the 
aggregate of mind he is more united, harmonious 
and complete. To use the words of Dryden, he 
^^ is the man of the largest, truest^ and most com- 
prehensive soul yet bom into the world.** 



See Jeffrey's Contributions to the Edinburgh 
Review, vol. ii. pp. 315 — 332. 

Macaulat's Critical and Historical Es- 
says, vol. 1. pp. 1 — 32. 

Knight's Shakspere; a Biography. 

Edinburgh Review, voL xii. p. 59. 

Channing's Essay on Milton. 
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Question IX. 

Which has done the greater service to mankind — 
the Printing PresSy or the Steam Engine f 

First Sfeakeb. — Sir, It is much to be feared 
that as we sail along the great and ever-widening 
ocean of civilisation, we forget the streams and 
sources which have helped to form it It is but 
rarely that we look back and endeavour to esti- 
mate the influences which have made us what we 
are. 

Deeply impressed with this truth, I have de- 
termined to-night to direct attention to the debt 
which we owe to two of the greatest causes of our 
mental, moral, and physical improvement, — the 
Printing Press and the Steam Engine. These 
seem to me to be the most important inventions 
ever made by man, and to inquire into their value 
will doubtless lead us to extend the great advan- 
tages which they confer upon mankind. I wish 
to know to which of these inventions we are the 
more indebted? and the best way to open the 
question will be to recount the benefits they have 
respectively bestowed upon the human race. 
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First, then ; what has the Printing-Press done 
for man ? The completest answer one can give 
to that question is — that it has extended know- 
ledge. The consequences of this diffusion of 
knowledge have been both great and good. The 
consequences have been good inasmuch as they 
have imparted to us, — I. Information respecting 
our physical frame, which teaches us how to pre- 
serve our health and lengthen our life : II. In- 
tellectual information, which enables us to dis- 
tinguish between falsehood and truth — to profit 
by the example of the past — and to guide our- 
selves by the wisdom of experience and philo- 
sophy: and III. Moral information: which shows 
us good and evil, teaches us the beauty of virtue, 
and the value of religion. 

And now ; what is the nature and extent of our 
debt to the Steam Engine ? It seems, at the first 
glance, that we chiefly owe to it the extension and 
improvement of Physical good. It has cheapened 
clothing, food, and fuel : it has strengthened our 
houses, and lowered the cost of building: it has 
opened, drained, and worked new mines, which 
without it never could have seen the light : it has 
enabled us to travel on land, at a rate of swiftness 
well nigh incredible, with no greater fatigue than 
if we were sitting in our parlours ; it has enabled 
us to traverse the sea at all times and in all 
weathers, in defiance of wind, tide, and tempest; 
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— it has relieved human labour in every depart- 
ment of personal fatigue : it has introduced us to 
all parts of the world : has extended commerce : 
has promoted the mutual interchange of produce 
and manufacture : and it has made man practically 
acquainted with all the varieties of the human 
race. 

But the benefits we owe to the Steam Engine 
do not stop here. We get intellectual and moral, 
as well as physical, good, from it. 

By freeing manual labour it developes mental 
intelligence. It gives men time to think and 
study. Formerly the great personal fatigue men 
underwent in the course of their daily labour, not 
only prostrated, but absolutely weakened, their 
minds. This excessive toil led them further to 
desire stimulants to sustain them ; and thus it 
mostly happened that they who spent their days at 
the loom spent their evenings at the ale-house. 

The Steam Engine has helped to give the in* 
formation, too, which it left people leisure to 
desire. It has made them acquainted with facts 
in every department of knowledge, and has en- 
abled them to see, and judge for themselves. 

I said, further, that the Steam Engine had 
extended moral good: this will now be felt evi- 
dent: for by acquainting us with facts it leads 
us towards truth ; and truth in science will soon 
produce truth in morals. I will now leave the 
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comparison between the value of the respective 
benefits of these two Great Inventions to the 
meeting. 

Second Speaker. — Sir, When the opener 
of this debate said that the benefit resulting firom 
the Printing Press consisted in the extenxian of 
hnowledgey he gave us perhaps the best reason that 
can be imagined why we should vote for that in- 
vention rather than for the Steam Engine. 

Look at the state of this country before the 
discovery of the art of printing — and then at it 
a century afterwards (when its value had become 
appreciated) ; and then you will see at a glance 
what it accomplished for us. 

England, prior to the time of Caxton, was sunk 
In the grossest mental and moral darkness that 
one can well conceive on this side of barbarism. 
Arts and sciences there were none ; even the 
simplest rudiments of education were unknown to 
the common people — nay even to the nobles : — 
and the monks and priests monopolised every par- 
ticle of information. The fouUest licentiousnesB 
— the most intolerable tyranny — the wickedest 
cruelty — and the most detestable fraud and vio- 
lence existed in the land. Murder was continii-< 
ally perpetrated in the open street : — no man's 
house or life was safe: — the worst principles d 
our nature were in action and deadly exercisei 
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We must add to this lamentable state of things, 
the fact that all orders of men were plunged deep 
in superstition : that thej were led like idiot slaves 
by their spiritual masters : and that religion — save 
in its penances and extortions — was quite a sealed 
and hopeless mystery to them. There was no 
order — no peace — no morality: but Crime and 
Ignorance — like two hideous monsters — ruled 
gloatingly over the chaos. 

But as the sublime command of the Most High 
penetrated the original chaos of the universe, so 
did the printed word of knowledge penetrate the 
chaos we have just surveyed. It said, " Let 

THERE BE LiGHT, AND THERE WAS LiGHT:" 

and when this Light came, men saw, 

" Vice is a monster of such frightful mien, 
That to be hated needs but to be seen'^ 

The Printing Press showed this monster to men, 
and so led them, through abhorrence, to avoid 
it. It taught them, also, the infamy of slavery : 
slavery of every sort, bodily, mental and intel- 
lectual. There is something essentially free in 
knowledge : something that always indisposes the 
mind of its possessor to irrational restraint : and 
this may be proved by the instance before us. No 
sooner did knowledge come, than freedom came. 
In the reign of Henry the Seventh, Caxton 
printed: in the reign of Henry the Eighth, personal 
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slavery was for ever abolished in Britain. But 
it was not the mere body that was freed : the 
mind and soul were unshackled also. Great in- 
tellects arose, and liberated men from mental 
darkness. More than this: Luther came, and 
effected his reformation of our spiritual creed. 
Then followed Spenser, Shakspere, Burleigh, 
Bacon, and Milton, all of whom were the pro- 
duction of the impetus given to genius by the 
Printing Press. 

I think I have siAd enough to prove that the 
Press must claim our verdict. 



Third Speaker. — Sir, The last speaker 
seems to have quite forgotten that there are two 
sides to the question before us : he has descanted 
with much fluency and eloquence upon the bene- 
fits we have derived from the Press, but he has 
not taken the trouble to say a single word about 
the Steam Engine. 

He points us to the change that the Printing 
Press wrought at the end of a hundred years: 
well I / can point to an equally amazing change 
effected by the other invention now under con- 
sideration — a change wrought — mark you ! — 
not at the end of a century — but at the end of 
less than a quarter of a century I 

I say then that the people of twenty-five yeaa 
-^ were as far behind the people of to-day if 
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knowledge and in freedom, as the people before 
the time of Caxton were behind the people who 
lived a century after his decease. 'Take any well- 
educated young man of 20 years of age, and com- 
pare him with a man of equal capacity who was 
considered well-educated twenty years ago, and 
you will find my point proved by the answer to tlic 
first question you put to them. If your question be 
in history, the reply of the man educated twenty 
years ago (if he give you a reply at all) will be 
the assertion of some fallacy exploded since he was 
taught. If your question be in science — in che- 
mistry — natural philosophy — mechanics, orphysi* 
ology — it is a thousand chances to one whether you 
get an answer from him. For this reason : that 
when he went to school, he learned reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic, and that was aU. True, he had 
an occasional dip into Lindley Murray's Grammar, 
and once noW and then acquired a page or two of 
Goldsmith's History of England, as a task : but 
there was no learning in that. Now, however, a boy 
is taught at almost any school you can send him to, 
not merely the common rudiments of education, but 
geography, history, chemistry, mathematics: in a 
word, all the useful, and many of the exact, sciences. 
Add to this, the immense amount of knowledge 
resulting from the vast circulation of cheap books, 
peculiar to our time, and then you wiU ^ able to 
form some idea of the immense increase of Intel* 
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lectual knowledge which has taken place within 
the last twenty years. 

That the Steam En^e has done this most, I 
think, be plain. It has corrected history, because 
it has enabled men to visit the scenes of history, 
and to reject from its pages things that were phy- 
sically impossible : it has promoted scdence, be- 
cause it has in a thousand ways laid the book of 
nature open to the eye of men ; and it has ex- 
tended information, because it has multiplied the 
copies of wise men's works. 

I think that the honourable gentleman who 
spoke last will now see that the silent conteoipt with 
which he treated the Steam Engine was not wise. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, I readily admit that 
the Steam Engine has been of signal service to 
humanity; but we ought not to forget that the 
Printing Press was the real originator of many of 
the benefits apparently conferred by Steam. Nay, 
does not the Steam Engine itself owe its existence 
to the Press ? Had it not been for the knowledge 
disseminated by the art of printing, the Steam 
Engine would, in all probability, have renuuned 
imknown. 

Above all things, we must not forget that to 
the Press we owe the printing and diaseminatioii 
of the only true moral law we have — the Hon^T 
Bible. This divine Book is the true source tf 
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ear civilisation, after all ; and through it alone has 
come that freedom of mind and body which has 
been so well described on this occasion. Our im- 
proved condition, our superior knowledge, and our 
increased morality, are due, we cannot doubt, to 
the wise teachings of the sacred Book ; and, but 
for the Printing Press, this precious Volume 
would have remained in the hands of the clergy — 
to be communicated possibly through a false me- 
dium^ presenting to us as much error as truth* 

I feel that this one argiunent alone is sufficient 
to prove the superior advantages which haveresulted 
to the world firom the Press as compared with the 
Steam Engine, and I will not weaken my cause 
by adding feebler reasons after one so powerfuL 

FiTTH Speakeb. — Sir, I wiU not attempt to 
deny that the Printing Press has conferred an in- 
calculable advantage upon the hiunan species by 
the promulgation of the Scriptures. But when 
we come to think upon the matter, we perceive 
that the greater part of this benefit is actually 
owing to the Steam Engine! The Press prints 
the Bibles, but the Steam Engine distributes 
them : nay, it is actually the Steam Engine that 
prints them ! It carries numberless copies to dis- 
tant lands; and here, by its application to the 
Press, it so multiplies those copies, that where 
there used to be but one Bible, there are now a 
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thousand. Formerlj, the coat of paper and prints 
ing was so high, that onlj the rich could afford to 
purchase the Scriptures : now, no poor man — not 
even the poorest — need be without them. It is 
to Steam that we owe this. Steam makes the 
paper — Steam prints the book — Steam circu- 
lates the copies. Were you to reckon up the 
number of Bibles printed by hand, and the num- 
ber printed by Steam, you would see that where 
the Press has produced tens, the Steam Engine 
has produced thousands, of Bibles. However 
great, therefore, the merit may be that is due to 
the Press for originally giving us the Sacred 
Book, a greater praise is due to the Steam Engine 
for multiplying and circulating it. 

Consider, too, how the Press is enabled through 
the Steam Engine to inform man daily of what is 
passing in the world. Before the application of 
Steam, our daily papers were no more to compare 
with the Journals of the present time, than a 
spark can be compared with a blazing fire. Bat 
now. Steam collects infoimation daily in every 
quarter of the world — daily prints the news it 
brings — and daily carries away again into every 
quarter of the world the information it has ga- 
thered and recorded. I shall vote for the Steam 
Engine without the least hesitation. 

Sixth Speaker. — Sir, it seems to me that 
riginator is always more meritorious than an 



k. 






t'BIKTINO PBESS AND STEAM ENGINE. 197 

improver ; and the present comparison appears to 
prove this most particularly. 

The Printing Press, it is admitted, first gave us 
knowledge : now the highest merit of the Steam 
Engine seems to be that it has carried what the 
other has made ! To argue that the Steam Engine 
is the greater, because it has distributed what the 
Press has printed, is just like saying, that the 
porter who carries a book is greater than the 
author who wrote it ! Surely the original dis- 
coverer of America is greater than the captains 
who now sail thither ; and surely the originator 
of any great invention is greater than its mere 
accelerator. 

Suppose the Printing Press had never been 
invented, where would Steam have been then? 
Or suppose the Steam Engine had existed with- 
out the Printing Press, what good could it have 
done us ? Would it have given us cheap Bibles — 
correct histories — good education, and all the other 
great advantages that we are told we owe to it ? 
No I it would have improved us physically, but 
it would have left us just as mentally and morally 
dark as we were. 

To me, just as the one Book seems the source 
of all morality, books in general seem the source 
of all knowledge and wisdom* Long before the 
Steam Engine was dreamt of, books were civi-» 
Using and moralising and Christianising man; and 
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long after it is replaced by other inTentioiiSy the 
Press will continue to improve and exalt us. 

I will not offer any fiirther arguments. Sir, 
upon this subject ; but I think I have thrown out 
some suggestions which wiU not prove altogether 
unworthy of consideration. 

Seventh Speaker. — Sir, A great writer has 
s(dd ^^ that there is nothing more wonderful than 
a book." '^ In books," he continues, '^ lies the soul 
of the whole past time. All that mankind bus 
done, thought, or seen: it is lying, as in magic 
preservation, in the pages of books." And it is 
this truth, doubtless, that has led so many of tbe 
speakers on this question to accord so great a Ta- 
lue to the Printing Press, — the producer of books. 

But surely that which will take us to the 
sources of knowledge must be greater and more 
beneficial to us than the mere second-hand record 
of knowledge I Which is the wiser man ? he who 
knows from actual observation, or he who knows 
from reading ? Which man, for instance, knows 
France better? he who goes there and sees it, or 
he who reads about it in a book ? 

The Press was called by the last speaker ^' tbe 
source of knowledge." It is not so; it is the 
source of second-hand knowledge. The Press sim- 
ply leads us to other men's views of knowledge^ 
wd fails to give us actual, experimental knowledge 
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for ourselves. But the Steam Engine enables us 
to go to the sources of knowledge direct. Bj the 
rapidity of its movements, it carries us from place 
to place in scarcely more time than it formerly 
took us to read about them ; and we now can see 
for ourselves what we were once obliged to take 
upon credit. 

The result thus obtained for us by the Steam 
Engine must be eminently serviceable to truth 
atid morality. From books, however clearly writ- 
ten, we do not get exact ideas: the Greece we 
fancy in reading about it, is quite different froni 
the actual Greece when we see it. Travelling 
corrects the errors we form in reading, and thud 
clears the mind of false impressions, and fills it 
with true ones* 

Books of History, Geography, and Travels, which 
once were implicitly relied on, are now found to 
be full of mistatements and mistakes. Errors of 
topography, soil, climate, and produce, have been 
discovered and rectified. Doubted assertions have 
been either verified or totally disproved; and thus 
trutli has been established and extended. 

One cannot forbear the reflection, that if the 
Printing Press has promulgated much truth, it 
has also circulated much error. It has been em* 
ployed to record and publish falsehood, atheism, 
blasphemy, sophistry, infidelity, and vice of every 
kind and shape. It is true that we owe to it our 
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knowledge of the Bible and of Shakspere; but we 
also owe to it the ^^ Age of Reason " and Voltaire. 
If^ then^ we sum up the good and evil of the 
Press, and compare the total with the unmixed 
value of the benefits we derive from the Steam 
Engine, we shall, I think, be led to decide unhe- 
sitatingly in favour of the latter. 

Eighth Speaker. — Sir, Our friend who has 
just spoken has referred to the evil (as well as 
good) that the Press has generated. Now the 
Steam Engine seems to me to do some evil, too. 
It has destroyed, from its imperfections, numeroas 
human lives — the lives of those who have either 
tended it or travelled by it : and thus sodety has 
been injured by the loss of its members. 

Further, it has superseded manual labour, and 
has thus thrown men out of employment. It has 
supplanted all kinds of industry, and therefore has 
deprived millions of the comforts they once used 
to earn. This will go far to explain, I think, the 
awful distress that exists amongst our manufac- 
turing population at the present time. Human 
labour is now so cheap that the best wages will 
hardly support a man with any degree of decencf 
or comfort. 

It is said that the Press generates error : but at 
any rate the Steam Engine does as much harm by 
circulating it K the defenders of the Steam 
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Engine claim the good which the Press does, be- 
cause it helps to print and distribute it, they must 
hold themselves liable to be charged with the 
evil too. 

Ninth Speaker. — Sir, The Steam Engine 
is charged with destroying human lives, and also 
with supplanting human labour: let me say a 
word or two with reference to both these argu- 
ments. 

First, as to destroying human life : it is quite 
true that on our Railways and in our Mines and 
Steam Packets, great loss of life often occurs : 
but the Steam Engine is at least less chargeable 
in this respect than the contrivances it has su- 
perseded. The old Stage Coaches — the old 
Machines for draining mines — and the old Sail- 
ing Vessels, were the causes of far more fatal 
and firequent accidents, than the Steam Engine 
causes. It is capable of the clearest proof that 
the loss of life (and let me add, of property) is 
infinitely smaller since Steam has been used as 
a working power, than it was under any former 
system of conveyance — pedestrianism included. 
We read of accidents, it is true ; but they are 
few and far between : whilst coaches, carts, wag- 
gons, and horses, were formerly for ever doing 
mischief. A man, in fact, may now travel three 
hundred miles along a Railway with less personal 
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risk than he encounters if he walks a mile, 
sides, the Steam Engine is capable of being bn 
to absolute perfection : every accident leads to 
new improvement which will prevent a recur 
of the same sort of accident in future. Noi 
old Stage-Coach and Sailing- Vessel system 
reached its perfection^ ai&d in the nature of t 
could be no better than it was. This cl 
therefore, fails. 

Besides, the Printing Press is chargeable 
a much greater evil : — it often destroys 
which is more precious than life by far, — I 
reputation and character. The gross libels - 
evil slanders — the wicked falsehoods to whic 
Press has given birth, prove that it b capal 
the very worst effects. Many a man has be 
falsely condemned and atrociously maligned 
that he has thereby been driven to despair 
madness — and to self-destruction. When 
the loss of life by a Steam Engine worse 
this? 

And now let me say a word or two respc 
the second charge that the last speaker 
against the Steam Engine, namely, that i 
supplanted human labour. Sir, I deny thti 
The Steam Engine provides more labour Xk 
supplants. It diverts labour from old chai 
it is true ; but it opens new channels, both ] 
~*^d better. The making of Bailways, Eoj 
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Carriages^ Telegraphs, Rails, Steam Vessels, and 
Koads, requires an amount of himian labour far 
exceeding all that the Steam Engine could pos- 
sibly supplant. Moreover, by putting us into 
near communication with countries which once 
were hopelessly distant, the demand for our 
manufactures is increased ; and it is supposed by 
those best able to judge, that more men are now 
required to superintend our manufactures than 
were formerly employed in producing them. 
So much then for these mighty evils ! 

Tenth Speaker. — Sir, In the Steam Engine 
I see the greatest civilizer (Christianity of course 
excepted) that has yet been introduced the 
world. 

It is the greatest actual power yet known ; and 
is employed in such an infinite variety of ways — 
minute and stupendous, that it is impossible to 
say what may not hereafter be done by its agency. 
There is no department of production, manu« 
facture, or personal comfort, which it has not ex- 
tended and improved. 

It is a moraliser in many ways; but chiefly, 
I think, in this : it brings the various members of 
the human family into contact and relationship. 
By its agency we go to lands hitherto almost un- 
known: we find there ignorant and barbarous 
savages : we associate with them : we teach them : 
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we civilise them: we take them our Bible: we 
tell them of our Holy Father in Heaven ; and at 
length we find in the ignorant savage a brother 
and a friend. 

The facilities for travelling which the Steam En- 
gine affords induce men to emigrate to other 
countries ; and thus the world is becoming more 
equally covered. Countries over-crowded are re- 
lieved, and countries uninhabited are populated. 
Civilisation is thus carried into savage lands, bar- 
barism is supplanted, heathenism destroyed, and 
peace, comfort, morality, and religion are carried 
into the remotest regions of the world. 

Eleventh Speaker. — Sir, In spite of all 
that has been said, I still believe that the Pr^s 
does more for us than the Steam Engine. 

Doubtless a man can now go more easily into 
foreign climes than he used to do : but as the ma- 
jority of men cannot be travellers, the book which 
records the description of other countries must 
certainly be more generally useful than the ma- 
chine which enables a man to go to those countries. 
For every man that can go to another country, a 
thousand men can only have an opportunity to 
read about it : the book, therefore, does good to 
thousands, whilst the voyage only does good to 
individuals. 

It is quite true that the Press publishes error 
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— and not a little of it : — but the evil causes the 
cure. Attention is drawn to the error put forth 

— thought is roused, — the falsehood is detected, 

— and never can appear again. 

When I call to mind the mighty service that 
the Printing Press performed at the time of its 
invention in extending religious knowledge, defy- 
ing bigotry, and bringing about our glorious Re- 
formation, I feel that our debt to it is incalcul- 
able, and must not be forgotten when another 
claimant of merit appears. Excuse me if I quote 
the language of an eminent man who lived at the 
time of the invention — I mean John Fox. — 
Speaking of the art of Printing, he says — "Here- 
** by tongues are known, knowledge groweth, 
** judgment increaseth, books are dispersed, the 
** Scripture is seen, the doctors are read, stories 
^'are opened, times compared, truth discerned, 
** falsehood detected, and with finger pointed out, 
** and all (as I said) through the benefit of Print- 
** ing. Wherefore, I suppose, that either the Pope, 
^' must abolish Printing, or he must seek a new 
" world to reign over : for else, as the world stand-> 
^^ eth. Printing doubtless will abolish him. But the 
^^ Pope and all his college of Cardinals must this 
" understand, that through the light of Printing, 
**the world be^nneth now to have eyes to see, 
" and heads to judge. He cannot walk so inviai- 
" blc in a net, but he will be spied. And although 
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through might he stopped the mouth of John 
^' Huss before, and of Jerome, that they might not 
^' preach, thinking to make his kingdom sure: yet, 
<^ instead of John Huss and others, Grod hath 
^^ opened the Press to preach, whose Toice the Pope 
^^ is never able to stop, with all the power of his 
" triple crown. By this Printing, as by the gift of 
** tongues, the doctrine of the Grospel soundeth to 
" all nations and countries under heaven ; and what 
*^ God revealeth to one man, is dispersed to many; 
^< and what is known in one nation is opened to alL" 
These fine thou^ts, from one of the ancients, 
may not perhaps be thought unworthy of the at- 
tention of us modems. 



Opener (m reply). — The conclusion to which 
we seem to come is that Printing originated manj 
of the great elements of modem intellectual and 
moral cultivation, and that the Steam Engme 
has diffused and extended them. It seems in- 
vidious to judge between the two ; and it appears 
imgrateful to choose the last, and pass the first: 
but yet, I think, we must do so. 

Where the Press alone has benefited one, the 
Steam Engine is shown to have benefited multi-> 
tudes. The Press, too, only benefits the mind (at 
least directly): the Steam Engine benefits the 
mind and body too. 

The Press, again, has existed for some centuries 
and its full powers are known : the Steam En^ne^ 
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on the other hand^ is but just invented, and doubt- 
less will be carried to a perfection we can scarcely 
dream of. Its usefulness is universal: there is 
nothing to which it cannot be applied. The 
gentleman who spoke last referred to the remarks 
of an ancient writer in favour of the Printing 
Press : let me cite the remarks of an equally great 
modem writer in favour of the Steam Engine. 

" It has become,^ he says, "a thing stupendous, 
** alike for its force and its flexibility — for the 
" prodigious power which it can exert, and the 
*^ ease, and predsion, and ductility with which it 
'< can be varied, distributed, and applied. The 
*^ trunk of an elephant, that can pick up a pin, or 
^' rend an oak, is as nothing to it. It can engrave 
'* a seal, and crush obdurate masses of metal 
" before it — draw out, without breaking, a thread 
^' as fine as a gossamer, and lift up a ship of war 
'^ like a bauble in the air. It can embroider 
^* muslin, and forge anchors; cut steel into ribbons, 
*^ and impel loaded vessels against the fury of the 
*< winds and waves." 

I will now leave the question in your hands. 



See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. iv. p. 551. 

Hume's Essay on "The Liberty of the 

Press," vol. i. p. 9. 
Sm James Mackintosh's Works, vol. iii. 

p. 69. 245, 246. 539. 
Sydney Taylor's Works, p. 122. 
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Question X. 

Which does the most to make the Orator — Know- 

ledge^ Naturey or Art ? 

Opener, — Sir, Oratory baa done so much for 
the cause of human progress and enlightenment, 
and the masters of Oratory have always been 
held so high in the world, that the question which 
I have had the honour to propose cannot fail to 
be both interesting and instructive to us. 

I seek to know whether the Orator owes his 
power and success to his Knowledge — to bis 
Natural genius — or to his study of the Art of 
speech? Decision upon this point will clearly 
be of use to us ; for, as we decide, so we shall act 

I am of opinion that the Orator owes most to 
Nature. I think the gift of speech is as much a 
talent as the gift of music or any other talent 
with which a man is bom. Experience is the 
ground on which I build my belief. How often 
do you see a man who knows a subject thorougfalji 
and yet cannot say five consecutive words upon 
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it : — whilst, on the other hand, how frequently 
do you find that a man, only slightly versed in the 
same topic, will make you a striking speech upon 
it, full of wit, grace, and eloquence ! That the 
power of speech is a gift of Nature, is proverbial : 
and, in my opinion, justly so ; for observation 
continually shows us that even in early youth, 
when knowledge is scanty, the faculty is often 
strikingly developed ; whilst in the maturity of 
manly age, when knowledge is full, and (as far as 
earth can make it so) complete, — the faculty is 
frequently altogether absent. 

And as to Art : How very common and nu- 
merous are the instances where, after instructing 
a young man in elocution, till he has practised as 
long (and almost as painfully) as Demosthenes, 
he stammers and stutters so dreadfully if he 
have a sentence or two to say, that you feel 
quite a pain and pity for him; whilst, on the 
contrary, you continually find that men who 
liave never been taught the Art of Speech at 
aU, become accomplished and striking Orators I 

These instances seem to me quite sufiicient to 
prove that Oratory is a natural, and not an ac- 
quired power. 

Second Speaker. — Our friend, who has 
opened this debate, has spoken so very slightingly 
of the Art of speech, that I feel (although the 

p 
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humblest champion of the cause) I must ventore 
a word or two in its defence. 

In my opinion it is Art to which the Orator b 
mainly indebted for his success. I take, as an in- 
stance of the value of Art, the case of Demosthenee. 
This great Orat#r — the greatest that the world 
has ever seen — was originally so vile a speaker, 
that his audiences hissed him from their presence. 
Now he had genius — for a greater mind never 
existed : and Knowledge — for he had been in- 
structed by tlie wisest philosophers : — but bring 
deficient in Art, he was so graceless and unpleas- 
ing, that men would not listen to him. When, 
however, he devoted himself to the study of the 
Art, he conquered his defects, and won not merely 
contemporary applause (which is the total meed 
of most orators), but the applause and admira- 
tion of the whole world until now. The next 
greatest Orator we know of — Cicero — is ano- 
ther example of the truth of my argument. His 
devotion to the Art is so well known as to need 
no evidence in proof — the compilation of his great 
work De Oratore is evidence enough, at all events. 
And how wonderful was his success I Other in- 
stances as striking, if not so illustrious, might be 
cited without end, were it necessary : but these 
will suffice. They will suflSce to show you that 
as oratory is most successful when the Art of 
oratory is most cultivated, it must be to Art that 
success is mainly owing. 
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Third Speaker* — Sir, I am of opinion that 
it is neither to Nature nor to Art that the suc- 
cess of an Orator is owing — but to Knowledge. 
Were the object of oratory to astonish and dazzle 
the hearer with fine figures of rhetoric, and grace- 
ful streams or overpowering torrents of thought, 
then I might accord the palm to Genius. Or 
were the object of human speech to delight the 
ear with mellifluous cadences, and charm the eye 
with pleasing action and expression, then I should 
say that the power of oratory is in Art But 
these are not the ends which oratory has in view : 
they are only the means. The sole proper object 
of all oratory is truth — persuasion — conviction. 
He therefore who is master of his subject — who 
has the most thorough Knowledge of it — must be 
the best — because the most effective — speaker, 
after alL 

Take these different men — a man of plain 
practical Knowledge — a man of lofty Genius — 
and a man of consummate Art — and give them 
a subject to debate. You will find, that whilst 
the man of Genius thrills and del^hts you with 
his eloquence — whilst the man of Art enchants 
you with his elegance of action and delivery — 
the man of Knowledge is the one who in the end 
convinces you. 

Genius without Knowledge is dazzling, with- 
out utility ; — Art without Knowledge is empty 

F 8 
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and vain ; but Knowledge, without either Art or 
Genius, can still be of service to truth, and still 
acquire respect from all men. 

How often does it happen that in a debate speakers 
of great genius and power declaim in vain, whilst 
a stammering, hesitating, awkward man of fact 
convinces in a moment ! It is quite true that 
Genius sometimes triumphs over Knowledge, and 
makes the worse appear the better reason ; but 
the triumph is short-lived : the fallacy is soon ex- 
posed, and Genius is laughed at or despised : but 
Knowledge oftener triumphs over Genius, and 
always in the nature of things, keeps its ground. 
These, Sir, are my views upon this subject. 

Fourth Speaker. — Sir, 1 really cannot 
imderstand how the gentleman who spoke before 
the last speaker can fancy that Art is superior to 
Nature in Oratory. Why, what is Art ? Simply 
the copy of nature. What is great, eflTective, ele- 
gant, striking, and graceful in natural speech has 
been formed into a code by observant men, and 
this is the derivation of the art of Oratory! 
Now surely the original must be greater than the 
imitation I surely the Genius must be greater than 
the Art I Look to the rules of the Art them- 
selves, and you will find the admission there. 
For what is the first maxim of the Elocution 
Teacher ? " Be natural " — " Study nature " — 
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*' J5tf in eamest^^ What is this but a direct admis- 
sion that Nature is the great Orator, after all, and 
that Genius is greater than Art, and is its model ? 

Oratory is the clear and forcible expression of 
thought ; and as the capacity to think clearly and 
deeply is at all times a natural, and never an 
acquired power, clear utterance, which depends 
upon clear thought, must also be natural and not 
acquired. 

This is all I have to say. Sir, on the subject. 

Fifth Speaker. — Sir, Power is of no value 
without impetus. A Steam Engine may be of 
great strength — but without fuel it is worthless, 
and without guidance it can do no work. Just 
in like manner, a man of genius is useless without 
Knowledge, and ineffective without Art. Mere 
greatness is nothing, and can do nothing; it is 
like a perfect lamp unfilled and untrimmed. 

Now it is very difficult to say whether we are 
most indebted for the light to the lamp, to the 
oil, or to the trimming. Without the oil the 
lamp could not be lighted ; without the lamp, the 
oil would be of no service ; and without the trim- 
ming, the lamp would bum so ill as to be nearly 
useless, and very disagreeable. 

And, Sir, it is equally difficult to say whether 

the genius for speaking, the knowledge of the 

subject, or the art of delivery, is the most im- 

p 3 



214 THE DEBATER. 

portant element in the Orator's success. Without 
genius his remarks will be commonplace and in- 
effective; without Knowledge they will be brilliant 
but useless; and without Art they will be ill- 
arranged, graceless, and unattractive. 

To me it seems that no man is a good Orator 
who fails to combine all the three elements we 
have named ; who has not the genius that gives 
him clear and deep glances into truth ; the know- 
ledge that gives him the power of fact and of 
proof; and the art that gives him the means of at- 
tracting and securing the attention of his auditors. 

As I must choose between the three sources of 
the Orator's success, I give my vote for Know- 
ledge. For as it is the oil which is the real source 
of light — no matter what the lamp may be — so 
it is Knowledge that is the true illuminator of 
speech, no matter who may be the utterer. 

Sixth Speaker. — I think it is Rousseau 
who says that Oratory requires such a combination 
of qualities that he wonders how any man dares 
to open his mouth in public. '^ Combination of 
qualities " : — mark that phrase 1 — qualities^ not ae- 
quirements, arfe needed by the Orator : qualities of 
genius, not qualities communicated by knowledge. 
Insight — judgment — comparison — method — 
**oldnes8, and constructiveness ; — these are the 

ilities on which a man depends in Oratory; 
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and these, you wOl obeerre, are all bom gifte, and 
not acquired iacnltieflL It foflcnre, tlierefare, that 
to Genius, or Xature, the Qiaior k audnlj in- 
debted. 

Take two boys of the Bame a^: teadb theoft 
the same facts, and give them sn equal luKrvrle'j;^ 
of Art : you will find that ther wiD make quite 
different speako^s. One boj wiQ be bn^dbt^ 
quick, ready of perceptioo, facae in illustratiui^ 
and enthusiastic in argument : the other wiU be 
dull, slow to see, inccHrect in judgment, naoon* 
clusiye in reascming, and feeUe is pruoC Dkies 
not this clearly show us that it is Geninc aoi jKit 
Education that really makes a man an Qratur? I 
grant that Education is a most important eleuK«t 
in the Orator's success ; but I hc^d that it is lem 
important then Natural Tal^it. Genius without 
Art will make a man a better speaker than Art 
without Genius: for Genius will always ffve 
eloquence, whilst Art at the most ean only give 
fluency. Genius is ihepoMsessum of mental power : 
— Art is only the means of its de*jelopment. 
Genius is the stream, and Art the channel: it 
needs no logic to prove that Genius must l>e the 
greater of the two ; for as a stream will make itself 
a channel, whatever may obstruct it, so Genius 
will find for itself a means of development, how- 
ever great and numerous may be the diflSculti^ 

its way. 

p 4 
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Seventh Speaker. — Sir, Knowledge in an 
Orator may be compared to materials in the hands 
of a skilful architect : it is the matter by which 
he builds hb edifice. No w, just as the skill of the 
builder would be valueless and unavailing were he 
without materials to build, so (it seems to me) is 
the genius of the Orator without use or ^'alue, if 
he be without Knowledge. For what can he do? 
Talk, but prove nothing : shine, but give no light : 
please, but yield no instruction. Now, we know 
that even a common workman, if you give him 
materials, will build us a house : it wiU not be so 
grand, so elegant, so proportionate, or so tasteful, 
as the house that an architect of genius would 
raise : but it will, to say the least of it, be better 
than none. Well ; just in the same way the edi- 
fice of thought that a speaker without genius, but 
possessed of Knowledge, would rear, would be 
better and more useful to us (because more sub- 
stantial) than the airy fabric of fancy and elo- 
quence — fancy without substance, and eloqueuce 
without information — which the Orator of Genius, 
unaccompanied by Knowledge, would create for 
us. 

Only let a man knato a subject, and he will 
soon find a way to let out his intelligence, and to 
profit the world by it. He may speak badly, un- 
gracefully, and unmusically; without plan, suc- 
cinctoess or style; but he will say what he means, 
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before he has done, and will make his audience 
fully understand him. How often do you see a 
Lecturer upon Art or Science, who exhibits the 
greatest possible awkwardness and difficulty in 
the use of speech, — and who yet will manage to 
enlighten you upon his subject as well (though not 
so easily) as the most accomplished Orator could 
have done. This convinces me that Knowledge 
is the chief power which the Student of Oratory 
should seek to acquire. 

Eighth Speaker. — Sir, When the last speaker 
compared the Orator to an architect, I could not 
but call to mind the words of Cowper on this sub- 
ject. He says, 

" It is not mortar, wood, and stone, 
The architect requires alone 

To finish a fine building ; — 
The structure were but half complete, 
If he could possibly forget 
The carving and the gilding." 

Now, we need no interpreter to tell us that the 
materials here named betoken Knowledge, whilst 
the " carving and gilding" typify Art. Here, then, 
we see the relative value of the two elements. 
Knowledge supplies material, and Art fits that 
material to its purpose. If this be so, I think it 
will appear that Art has the higher value; materials 
are nothing by themselves : the mere heaping to- 
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srether of stones docs not build a house. It is 
onlj when Art is applied to them, that the ma- 
terials become of any service. The commonest 
workman (and I thank the last speaker for the 
illustration — for it suits my argument^ at least 
as well as his) — the commonest workman can 
only build by rule, by Art. It is Art that digs 
the stone, Art that makes the tools. Art that 
shapes the material, Art that lifts them to their 
proper places. Art that binds the fabric together. 
A man may conceive a gorgeous palace in his 
mind — another may have the materials to build 
it — but until the man who has been tanght how 
to build appears, the palace remains unreared. 
Just in the same way, a man of Genius may con- 
ceive a vast truth, and a man of Knowledge 
possess the materials to prove it — but until the 
man of Art comes to put it into shape and form, 
the truth remains unproved and useless. I do not 
deny that the possession of Genius is in itself 
greater than the possession of Knowledge or Art ; 
but I simply argue that as Art is more practically 
important and necessary than either Knowledge 
or Genius, it is more valuable to the Orator than 
they are. 

Ninth Speaker. — Sir, I am inclined to think 
that a very important cause of an Orator^s sue* 
cess has been hitherto quite overlooked. I think 
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that to confidence a speaker is very deeply in- 
debted for his triumphs. Many a man who 
possesses all the other sources of power referred 
to — Genius — Knowledge, and the theory of 
Art — is so abashed and confused when he begins 
to speak, that, with all his taleni, his attempts 
always end in failure; whilst, on the contrary, 
you often find that a man who possesses this 
quality of confidence succeeds in winning the 
attention and applause of his audience — although 
he is neither a man of Genius — nor of Know- 
ledge — nor of Taste. 

Now I presume that this quality of confidence 
is a gift of nature, a peculiarity of constitution. 
Some men are naturaUy timid — others naturally 
brave : the timid ones, of course, will be nervous, 
apprehensive, and abashed when they address an 
audience ; whilst the brave ones will be bold and 
courageous. 

Oratory, then, depends mainly on nature, I 
believe: as a man is naturally constituted, so 
will he be able, or unable to speak. 

I have hitherto referred to man's mental consti- 
tution : but his success as an Orator depends also 
very greatly upon his physical constitution. If 
his voice is weak or disagreeable, if his organs of 
utterance be imperfect, — if his countenance be 
repulsive, — his body ridiculous or diminutive, — 
his action and gesture naturally awkward or laugh- 
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able, he will never be successful as a speaker: 
contempt will attend his efforts, and ridicule will 
soon force him into silence. On the other hand, how 
often do you see a man who is evidently stamped an 
Orator by nature. He possesses a commanding pre- 
sence, a thoughtful brow ; an intelligent eye, a 
deep and varying voice, — a graceful and dignified 
action, — a manner altogether imposing and ma- 
jestic. If I may be allowed to instance a striking 
example from the great speakers of the present 
day, I would select Mr. O'Connell as my proof. 
You cannot look at that man without feeling that 
nature meant him for an Orator. His person — 
his voice — his gesture — and his striking action — 
convince you at once that he was born with a 
genius for speech. Whether he be in the House 
of Commons — or before a hundred thousand 
of his countrymen in the open air in Ireland, 
every sound is hushed whilst he is speaking, and 
every eye is fixed on hhn throughout his address. 
And this instance is but one of many. It is nature 
that stamps the Orator, and to nature he owes 
his success. 

Tenth Speaker. — The last speaker has told 
us, Sir, that it is to confidence, and to mental and 
physical constitution, that the Orator owes mo4 
of his success: let me say a few words to you 
on this point. 
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Now I think that confidence is not a gift of 
nature at all, and has nothing whatever to do 
with a man's constitution. Confidence depends 
partly on. Knowledge, and partly on Practice, or 
Art. Many men are nervous beause they fear 
tliat they shall break down : this must result from 
a want of confidence in their knowledge. How 
could they fear failure, if they knew they could 
prove the truth of what they have to say ? 

But I think that the chief cause of nervousness 
in speaking is want of practice. The voice sounds 
strangely to a young speaker : he does not know 
it : — the many faces he sees before him, all look- 
ing at him, cause his bewilderment : memory fails 
him; he becomes pei'plexed, forgetful, and in- 
coherent : hence he fails. But practice remedies 
all this. He gets used to the sound of his voice, 
and to the attention of his auditors : he feels less 
trepidation every time he speaks; his memory 
improves, and gathers strength by exercise : his 
thoughts arise more continuously and more regu- 
larly ; and he becomes able at length to utter his 
thoughts with certainty and efiect. The debt he 
owes to Art is a very great one, even in a physi- 
cal point of view. Art improves, strengthens, and 
tunes his voice ; drills his body into proper pos- 
tures ; gives elegance to his action, and dignity to 
his appearance; and corrects the faults of his 
utterance. Let any one who is sceptical respect- 
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ing the high value and importance of A: 
oratory refer particularly to the case of Dc 
thenes. His failure at first and his ultimate su 
have been already referred to : let us now see 
he did to make himself the perfect Orator he, i 
end, became. He devoted himself entirely to 
He declaimed (as we read) with pebbles ii 
mouth, and so corrected his articulation : he s 
by the sea-shore, and thus gave power U 
voice : he practised attitude and action in a m 
and so improved his manner and gesture: 
word, he trusted all to Art, and Art rewarded 
with the most perfect success ever attained 
speaker. What more need I say ? 

Eleventh Speaker. — Sir, I think that 
cess in oratory depends more upon moral chan 
than upon Genius, Knowledge, or Art. The 
of truth, of rectitude, and of goodness, is 
greatest Orator after all. For moral good 
gives consciousness of right ; consciousness j 
earnestness; earnestness gives eloquence; 
eloquence never fails to find striking language 
impressive action. How was it that the ora 
of Paul made Felix tremble ? Not because 
apostle was an orator " stamped by nati 
as one gentleman said $ for he was a mean-looli 
and, I believe, deformed man; but because 
spoke widi the fervour and earnestness w 
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always attend conviction, of *' righteousness and 
the world to come." There was no Genius in 
this : there was no Art in it : but it was simply 
the moral conviction of a true-hearted man flash- 
ing out of his soul. — And thus you will always 
find that earnest and' good men are eloquent men. 
I do not say "fluent" — fluency is not eloquence, 
by any means: fluency belongs to words, elo- 
quence to thought. Give a man a subject which 
engages his whole heart and soul, and whether he 
be educated or uneducated, a genius or an artist, 
a man of universal knowledge, or a man of limited 
experience, you will see that he will speak well 
and forcibly and effectively upon that subject 
whenever he treats of it. I have a far greater 
faith in moral conviction than in intellectual 
strength, stores of knowledge, or artistical perfec- 
tion: the Orator who speaks from the heart is 
the only true Orator: the only Orator whose 
fame will really last. With these sentiments. Sir, 
I must be excused from giving a vote upon this 
question. 

Twelfth Speaker. — Sir, With all due re- 
spect to the gentleman who cited Demosthenes as 
a proof of the value of Art in Oratory, I must 
be allowed to express my opinion that the great 
Orator referred to owed less to Art than we (some 
of us) imagine. 
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It is quite true that Art led him to < 

many natural defects and difficulties : bui 

the perception and conviction of the 

within him^ that induced him to study 

he did. Unless it can be shown that t 

amount of study would make any man a 

thenes^ it must be admitted that Demosthe 

an Orator naturally superior to other m< 

consequently that on Nature, more than A 

torial success depends. Art was useful 

mosthenes, because he was possessed of geni 

same amount of practice by a dullard wot 

done comparatively little good. Sir, Demc 

owed all his real success to his genius. 

the sense to see, and tlie heart to feel, t! 

slavery and luxury of Greece were aboi 

and detestable ; and with a mental vigour 

moral force, without parallel in history, hi 

his conviction the conviction of all Greece. 

he said, ** Let us biarch against Phj 

LET us CONQUER OR DIE" — it was not the \ 

eye — not the energetic arm — not the lout 

— not the determined manner — of the e 

that led the vast crowd he addressed to e 

appeal: it was the sentiment — the trutl 

uttered that aroused his auditors. His so 

and spoke to their souls: and the niann* 

nothing, as compared with the matter, 

speech. Upon Nature, therefore, acting 
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knowledge, the sucoeas of the Orator seems en- 
tirely to depend. These, Sir, are mj opinions on 
this subject. 

Thibteenth Speaker. — Sir, It appears to 
me that Demosthenes himself opposes the argu- 
ments of his defenders and champions. They 
maintain that success in Oratory depends on 
genius : he on the contrary asserts that it depends 
on art. What is the first requisite in an Orator ? 
he was asked Action, was his reply. What the 
second ? Action. What the third ? Action. By 
Action he here means Elocution — or the art of 
defiyery. If, then, it is the opinion of the greatest 
master of speech ever known, that art does more 
for the Orator than nature, how can we suppose 
or contend that nature is superior to art ? 

Art, let us bear in mind, is, as it related to 
epeecb, a term of wide meaning. It includes, 
not merely the mechanism of speech, but the whole 
management of knowledge and mental power. 
The meims by which knowledge is acquired, 
the rules by which thought is reduced into order, 
imd the discipline of the mind, as much belong 
to the art of Oratory, as the management of the 
voice and the action of the body. 

To art, therefore, I give the highest place. 
Tanght by art, the student will gather wisdom, 
eplarge his mii^d, cultivate his perception, ex* 

Q 
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ercise his imagination, strengthen his memoirf, 
accumulate ideas, supply himself with facts and 
illustrations, practise himself in logic, proof and 
philosophy, observe the emotions of feeling and 
passion, learn how to portray them, and beyond 
all this, train his mind into habits of thought and 
virtue, and his physical powers into pUancy, grace- 
fulness, and strength. This, you may depend, 
will make a man a far greater Orator than he 
will become under the mere impulse of genius, or 
aided by the most extended human knowledge. 

Openeb (in reply). — Sir, I have been led by 
this debate to see that excellence in Oratory 
depends not upon any one of the elements to which 
my question refers, but upon alL Mere genioe 
wUl never make an Orator — nor will mere 
knowledge — nor will mere art : it is only by the 
union of the three that a successful Orator can be 
formed. 

In educating for an Orator, therefore, this fact 
must be most carefully kept in view. We must 
ascertain, first, that power exists in the mind we 
seek to teach : — that it has quickness to see^ 
capacity to judge, method to arrange, and aptness 
to apply; we must next fill that mind with 
knowledge : knowledge of every sort : physical, 
mental, and moral : not heaped together chaoti- 
cally, but communicated gradually and in orderlj; 
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arrangement : and we most lastly vefine the mind 
by art: methodise what it has tlKn^it and karnt, 
and shape it into form, and gnoefblneaBy and 
beauty. I would not bestow too nmdi attention 
upon art — for it has a tendency to mechanise 
and unspiritualise the mind : but I would keqi it 
in its due place, and perpetually fix attentum upon 
the more important elements beyond it. Above all 
I would instruct the mind ci the student in truth 
and virtue. I would-say to him — Let truth be 
your aim — and to that, and that only, bow. You 
have but one cause to serve : yes, understand me 
well I you must serve the cause of goodness, and 
that cause alone, or your acquirements will be a 
curse to you rather than a blessing, and reproach 
rather than an honour. Recollect that as nothing 
more highly ennobles the character of man than 
the right use of the faculty of speech — so nothing 
degrades it lower than the employment of this 
power to vile purposes. If you condescend to 
stoop from the lofty pedestal of honour, and employ 
your strength to promote vice and error — mistake 
me not! you will be made bitterly to feel your 
degradation, and the shafts you point at truth will 
turn into your own bosom. He who stirs the 
passions of men to enlist them on the side of in- 
fidelity and vice, must necessarily lead a life of 
h}rpocrisy and dissimulation; and who will say 
that such a life can be a happy one ? — whilst, on 

Q 2 
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the other hatid^ he who uses his faculties to pro- 
mote virtue and honour cannot fiul to live a life 
of peace and pleasure, — of peace that is steady 
and unyaryingy of pleasure that is pure and holy. 
** Let your aim," — I would say to him in condu- 
sion, — *'be the interest and the good of thoee 
around you ; let the means you employ be honour 
and sincerity, and then you will find that in seeking 
the happiness of jour fellow-beings, you have taken 
the best and most effectual method to adyanoe 
your own." 

See Edikbubgh Heview, voL vii. pp. 296— 315.; 
vol. zxviii. p. 60. ; voL zxxiiL pp. 240^ 
241. ; voL xzxY. pp. 171 — 178. 

Humb's Essay on Eloquence. 

Whatelet's Rhetoric. 

BrANDE's DlCnONABT OF SCIENCB, LiTEJU- 

tube, and Art. Art *' Eloquence," and 
the authorities there quoted. 
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OUTLINES OF DEBATES. 



Question : 

fVhich does the greater injury to Society — the 
Miser, or the Spendthrift f 

It may be contended that the Miser does more to 
injure Society than the Spendthrift : — 

I. because he withdraws capital from circula- 
tion^ 'Whilst the other causes its distribution. 

II. Because he leads people by the influence of 
example to devote themselves to Mammon- 
worship, than which there is not a more 
wicked or more pernicious crime. 

III. Because his avarice tends to abridge the 
comforts of those around him^ — to limit the 
education of his children in knowledge and 
virtue^ — and to set an example of selfishness 
to the world. 

iy« Because the hoarding of money tends to 
the production of that worst state in which a 
nation can be placed — when a few are rich 
and the many poor. 

Q 3 



230 OUTLINES OF DEBATES. 

y. Because the love of money being the root of 
all evil^ avarice tends to nourish and develope 
every sort of crime. 



On the other hand it may be argued that the 
Spendthrift is more injurious to society than the 
Miser : — 

I. Inasmuch as, by distributing capital, he pre- 
vents those large accumulations which are 
the bases of all extensive enterprises in trade 
or commerce. 

II. Because he, in effect, discourages industrj 
and frugality in the heads of £unilies — for 
what father would hoard for a spendthrift 
son? 

III. Because he brings to utter ruin those who 
are dependent upon him. 

IV. Because his miserable courses tend to give 
us a degraded and vile idea of our species, 
and so to check friendship and sympathy. 

y. Because he offers a bad example to the 
world. 

Upon the question generally, it may be said 
that the injury done to society by these two cha- 
racters is nearly, if not entirely, equal The 
Spendthrift is as far away from virtue on the one 
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side, as the Miser is on the other : and the effects 
of prodigality are as bad as those of avarice. 

The characters are extremes; and are seemingly 
set up by nature to be mutually counteractive. 
Thus the world i& generally secured from the 
effects of hoarding avarice, by the fact that miserly 
fathers usually leave their fortunes to spendthrift 
sons. The accumulated heaps of one generation 
are generally dispersed in the next: and in this 
manner the equilibrium of character is tolerably 
well-preserved. 



See M'CuLLocH*s Political Economy, pp. 504 — 
509. 
Adam Smtth's Wealth of Nations. 
Mammon. By the Kev. J. Harris, D.D. 
Mackenzie's History of Frugality, 
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Question : 
Is Universal Peace probable 9 
The supporters of the negative might say — 

I. That the present appearance of the world 
gives no promise that Universal Peace id 
at all to be expected. Ambition is opposed to 
ambition — interest to interest — and many 
other sources exist from which quarrels 
may be anticipated. Disputed territories; 
mutual jealousies ; irritated distrust ; and 
many other causes of hostility, threaten war 
daily, even in Europe. 

II. That the principle of hatred and contention 
implanted in all our hearts cannot fail to 
produce and foment quarrels, which only ap- 
peals to arms can decide. 

III. That as a large class in every community 
finds pleasure and interest in war, it is scarcely 
possible that war can ever cease. 

lY. That whilst the human race exists, sources 
of contention cannot altogether cease: but 
social, domestic, political or foreign discon- 
tent will always need to be repressed by 
military strength. 
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In the affirmative it may be argued — 

I. That although the present appearance of the 
world may lead us to think that existing con- 
tentions can only be settled by the sword, 
the increasing infrequency of war gives 
promise of Universal Peace at some future 
time. 

II. That civilisation brings a growing convic- 
tion that war is unjustifiable ; and therefore 
that when civilisation is perfect, this con- 
viction will be universal, and war will be 
abolished. 

IIL That as men have at length found that war 
is in the highest degree inexpedient and de- 
structive to the best interests of the human 
race, considerations of policy ensure its gra- 
dual and certain abolition. 

rV. That although there are in the human 
heart principles of strife and hatred existing, 
the Christian religion is gradually rooting 
out these seeds of evil, and planting principles 
of Peace instead ; which will not cease to 
grow until they have covered the whole 
earth. 

V. That we have clear Scriptural assurances 
that Universal Peace shall one day prevail. 
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The following amongst others may be dted: 

I. Tbe prophetical description of our Saviour, 
namely — **The Prince of Peace." 

II. The anthem of the Angels at the birth of 
Christy ^^ Peace and goodwill amongst men." 

III. The dying bequest of our Lord — *^ Peace 
I leave with you — my peace I give unto you.** 

IV. The distinct prophecy of Isaiah that ** Na- 
tion shaU not rise agamst nation— ndther 
shall there be war any more." 



See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. i. pp. 91—93. 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works, iL pp. 320— 

327. 
The Tracts of the Peace Society. 
Chalmers's Works. Discourse on War. 
Robert Hall. On War, vol. i. 
Channing. On War. 
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Question : 

Which was the greatest man — Bonaparte — Watt 

—or Howard? 

The supporters of Bonaparte might say — that 
he was the greatest because he had the largest 
capacity and gemus : proofs of which are to be 
found in that rare combination of abilities which 
made him, from the condition of a subordinate 
soldier^ rise to be the humbler of Europci and the 
Emperor of France : and which enabled him to 
settle and successfully govern his country at the 
most disorderly and chaotic period in her history. 
The supporters of Watt might say — that he 
was the greatest man because he did the most to 
benefit mankind. Napoleon was more dazzling — 
but Watt was more usefiiL By applying and im- 
proving the steam-engine he conferred lasting ad- 
vantages upon the human race, whilst Napoleon's 
brilliant career was an injurious and destructive 
one to man. The question of the comparative 
greatness of Napoleon and James Watt depends 
upon whether vast genius not turned to good ac- 
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count Is greater than inferior genius beneficially 
employed. 

The favourers of Hounird might saj — that as 
moral goodness is the only true greatness, his pure 
philanthropy and generous charity make him a 
greater man than either the giant-souled Napo- 
leon, or the ingenious and useful Watt. 

That Howard's unceasing efforts to conquer 
cruelty in prison discipline prove him to be both 
of higher courage than Napoleon, and of more 
value than James Watt ; for his bravery was the 
bravery of soul, whilst Bonaparte's was only the 
bravery of physical courage ; and his philanthropy 
was the philanthropy of heart which led him to 
desire the moral good of his fellow-creatuies, 
whilst James Watt's endeavours were directed 
merely to the improvement of man's physical 
condition. 

Opportunity may be taken in this discussion to 
show, — 

I. The detestability, horrors, and inexpediency 
of war — of which Napoleon's history fur- 
nishes the most striking instances on record. 

II. The vast good that a philanthropic sprit 
can effect ; — for to Howard's endeavours onr 
improved, but not yet perfect, prison disci- 
pline is mainly owing. 
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IIL That brilliancy is not to be mistaken for 
greatness, as true greatness never exists 
without goodness. 



See RoB£RT Hall, on Bonapabte. 
Foster's Character of Howard. 
Lord Jeffrey's Works, voL iv. pp. 551— • 

556. 
Carltle's Hero Worship. "The Hero as 

King." 
Emerson's Essay on Heroism. 
Burke on the Character of Howabd 

(Speeches). 

Channing's Character of Napoleon. 



238 



Question : 

Which are of the greater Importance in Education— 
the Classics^ or Mathematics f 

To give a wide and useful scope to this discussion, 
it may be as well to let the word "Classics" 
stand for ** General Literature,*' and "Mathe- 
matics " for " Science," 



The supporters of the Classics might contend 
that they are of greater value than Mathematics : 

I. Because they tend to widen thought, whilst 
Mathematics tend to concentrate it. 

II. Because they lead to the cultivation of all 
the faculties of the mind, whilst Mathema- 
tics simply exercise the perceptive and rea- 
soning powers. 

III. Because they promote the enlargement and 
spiritualisation of the mind, whilst Mathe- 
matics tend to make it mechanical, narrow 
and dogmaticaL 

IV. Because they fill the mind with images (X 
ity which tend both to mental happmese 
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and moral goodness, whilst Mathematics 
simply fill the mind with facts, and close it 
against all speculative Philosophy. 

V. Because they promote enquiry and faith, 
whilst Mathematics tend to make the mind 
reject as false whatever cannot be proved 
by logic to be true. 

yi. Because by exercising and stimulating 
thought, they lead to the elevation of mental 
over mechanical force, whilst Mathematical 
science tends to subjugate spiritual to ma- 
terial power. 

The defenders of Mathematics might say that 
they are more beneficial to the mind than the 
Classics ; — 

I. Because they are the best means we possess 
of arriving satisfactorily at physical, mental, 
and even moral, truth. 

II. Because, by placing facts in due mutual re- 
lation, they form the only sure foundation 
on which we can build our ]IS^nowledge, our 
Faith, and our Hopes. 

III. Because, by cultivating the study of 
Science, they lead to the discovery of me- 
chanical, mineral, and other material forces, 
which mere speculation would never have 
found out. 
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IV. Because, by fixing the mind on fact and 
proof, they give it firmness, deamess, and 
solid principles; and render it less liable 
to be misled. 

V. Because, by filling the nund with absolute 
Knowledge, they form the starting-points to 
truth; whilst mere speculative thought most- 
ly leads towards bewilderment and error. 

YI. Because they train the mind into steady, 
earnest and continuous habits of thought: 
and thereby produce patience, constancy, de- 
termination, order, quickness of apprehension, 
foresight and judgment. 

VII. Because they restrain that tendency to 
credulity, speculative belief, and visionary 
Philosophy, towards which mere untraioed 
thought generally leads. 



See Bbougham, on Subjects of Sciekcb, as 

CONNECTED WITH NATURAL ThEOI/>GT. 

Chalmers' Christian Revelation as con- 
nected WITH Modern Astronomy. 

Whewell's Astronomy and General Pht* 
sics IN reference to Natural Thsologt. 

Whewell, on University Education. 

Sydney Smith's Works, voL i. pp. 183 — 199. 

Kobt. Hall, on Classical Learning. 

Leslie, on Mathematical Sodsnob. 

Flayfair, on Mathematical Science.' 
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Question : 
Are Brutes endowed with Reason f 

The aflSrmative may be supported by arguments 
from experience and from analogy. 

Keason may be defined to be the power of draw- 
ing conclusions from premises ; — of perceiving 
differences ; and of forming a judgment from ideas 
derived from observation or memory : and the 
following (among other) instances may be adduced 
to show that animals possess this power : 

T. If a dog be beaten for stealing meat from a 
butcher's shop, he will never pass that shop 
again unless he be compelled ; here the recol- 
lection of his punishment clearly operates 
with him as a reason to prevent him from 
incurring the chance of a second beating. 

II. If an elephant, a horse, or a dog be injured, 
he will always recollect the injurer, and if 
possible punish him : instances of this kind are 

S 
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to be found in every work on natural history : 
here we eee a rational recollection, and a ra- 
tional appreciation of revenge as a satisfaction 
and punishment. 
III. In the skill of the bee, the provident habits 
of the ant, the sagacity of the dog, and the 
ingenuity (amongst other instances) of the 
monkey, we clearly see the evidence of con- 
structive, rational, and mental power, which 
must own a much higher source than mere 
physical life ; and which we cannot help im- 
puting to the existence of the same intellec- 
tual intelligence (the same in essence, though 
different in degree) as is possessed by man. 

On the other side it may be said — 

I. That the rational faculties which appear to 
exist in the Brute Creation are simply the fa- 
culties of instinct, and not of Reason at all. 

II. That instinct is a species of intelligence 
quite different from Reason, consisting mostly 
of an intuitive perception of facts, whilst 
Reason is the power that leads us to discover 
truth by search. 

III. That the ideas of animals are essentially 
different from the ideas of man, inasmuch as 
they are simply perceptive, whilst man's are 
both perceptive and reflective. 
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IV. That as Reason includes a perception of 
moral good and evil, and as the Brute Crea- 
tion has no such perception. Brutes are not 
endowed with Beason. 

V. That between the least intelligent of Men, 
and the most intelligent of Brutes, there are 
such striking differences, that the Brute and 
the Man must be of essentially different na- 
tures. 

VI. That man's place as ** lord of the brute " 
clearly implies superiority and difference of 
rational power. 

A very interesting discussion might arise here 
upon the immortality of Brutes : one side main- 
taining — 

That if the principle of life which animates the 
Brute Creation, can be for ever extinguished, 
there cannot but arise a fear that man's exist- 
ence may be altogether annihilated, too. 
The other side replying : — 

That it is not the mental, but the moral part of 
man's being that is promised immortality ; — 
and that (with king David, who says, that 
"in the grave — all our thoughts perish") 
we have every ground for believing that it is 
not the mental faculties^ but the moral per^ 
ceptionsy that will survive this life. 

B 2 
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Occasion may be taken in this debate to incul- 
cate kindness and humanity towards the Brute 
Creation. 



See Jesse's Anecdotes of Dogs. 

Jesse's Gleanings in Natural History. 
History and Instincts of Animals. — Lakd- 

ner's Cabinet CYCLOPiEUDiA. 
Gregory's Comparative View of Men and 

Animals. 
Waterton's Essay on Natural History. 
Dr. Chalmers' Sermon on Cruelty to 

Animals. 
Toplady's Speech on the Immortality of 

Brutes. 
AiMk Martin's Work on Education.— 

Translated by Lee. 
Carpenter's Instinct in Animals. 
Sharon Turner's Sacred History of the 

World. 

Vestiges of Creation, pp. 333 — 336. 

Hume's Essay on the Reason of AlNimals, 

vol. ii. pp. Ill — 117. 
Reid on the Mind, p. 489. " On Instinct" 
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Question : 

Is Duelling justifiable 9 

Duelling may be defended^ — 

L Because it is the only method by which 
honour can be protected, avenged, or satisfied. 

IL Because, it being a custom of the state of 
society in which we find ourselves, we are 
bound to submit to it. 

III. Because it is a useful check upon those 
vices of society which do not come within 
the range of law: — such as insult — liber- 
tinism — and falsehood. 

IV. Because it is a test of personal courage, 
and because it is a plain and intelligible law 
to the effect, that what a man says or does, 
he must, when called on, be ready to defend. 

The opponents of duelling may contend that it 
is unjustifiable — 

I. Because it fails to accomplish its pretended 
aims; inasmuch as (whatever its aim may 
be) it neither avenges nor satisfies wounded 
honour. 

B 3 
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n. Inasmuch as it makes an appeal to right a 
simple game of chance. 

III. Inasmuch as it gives the injured no redress, 
and the injurer power to do more mischief. 

IV. Because although a law of society, it is a 
wicked and absurd law ; and is therefore not 
binding. 

V. Because the vices which it is presumed to 
hold in check are not abated by it, and could 
better be restrained by law. 

VI. Because it proves, not courage, but fool- 
hardiness : — for what but foolhardy can we 
call a man who flings his soul to perdition, 
rather than disobey a foolish custom of 
society ? 

y II. Because it is an irrational and most ridicu- 
lous practice. 

VIII. Because it is totally opposed to all 
morality. 

IX. Because it is a direct violation of the laws 
of God. 



See Carlyle's Sartor Resartus. 

Writings op Sydney Taylor, pp. 357. 362. 

366. 
Paley's Moral and Political Philosopht. 
Chillingworth Against Duelling. 
Dr. Millingen on Duelling. 
Brande's Dictionary op Science, &c. Art 
" Duel," and the Works there quoted. 
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Question : 
Is Modem equal to Ancient Oratory f 

This question resolves itself into two distinct 
considerations : I. Whether modern is equal to 
ancient Oratory in Style f and 11. Whether it is 
equal in Aim and Effect ? 

As to Style (which includes all that is meant 
by composition) it may be said by the favourers 
of ancient Oratory, that nothing of modem times 
equals the style of Demosthenes, Eschincs, and 
Cicero. The simplicity — the grandeur — the 
dignity — the power — the intellectual and moral 
force of these great orators, are altogether without 
parallel in modern ages. The orations of Eschines 
and Demosthenes " On the Crown," and the 
speeches of Cicero for Milo, may be instanced as 
containing the most perfect specimens of oratorical 
style that the world possesses. Demosthenes, for 
bold simplicity of thought, Eschines, for energetic 
statement and strength of denunciation, — and 
Cicero for his exquisitely lucid, picturesque, and 
earnest style, are (it may be said) quite unrivalled 
by any subsequent orators. 

B 4 
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In comparison with these great speake 
Btyle^ it may be asserted that amongst 
orators^ speakers are to be found who are 
in some separate qualities^ if not in alL 
may be maintained, for instance, tha 
Chatham was as dignified and earnest as 
thenes, — that Fox was as simple and nuu 
and that Burke was as vehement and mai 
also, it may be argued that Sheridan was as 
and sarcastic as Cicero ; Curran as lofty s 
nified ; Brougham as crushing and severe ; 
as impressive ; and Canning as felicitous 
stration and argument. Granting, therefc 
no single modern orator is alone as great s 
of the speakers referred to, it may be saf 
that they separately exhibit the sanie < 
and excellences of style. 

It may be further said, on behalf of 
Oratory in general, that in richness of ilk 
and beauty of style (by beauty is here m 
propriateness of imagery, and elegance of lai 
the modem Omtors far surpass their gr 
genitors. The vast accumulations of kn 
— and the incalculable produce of new i 
thought — which have been gathered tog 
modem times, have given to our Orators r 
of reference, illustration, and proof wl 
Orators of old were entirely without. If i 
of Demosthenes' or Cicero's be perused 
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side of a speech of Brougham's or Macaulay's^ it 
will be seen at once that where the olden Orators 
were obliged to appeal to abstract reason, the 
modem Orators are enabled to refer triumphantly 
to irresistible facts, in support of their positions. 
As to aim and effect it may be said by the favourers 
of ancient Oratory, that the endeavours of De- 
mosthenes to rouse effeminate Greece against 
the invader of her freedom — and the unceasing 
efforts of Cicero to keep inviolate the rights and 
privileges of his fellow-countrymen, are aims as 
high, if not higher, than any seen in modem 
times. The effect these Orators produced is 
seen not merely in the applause and success which 
they inmiediately experienced, but in the intel- 
ligible and striking fact that they have remained 
the acknowledged masters and models of speech 
from their day to our own. 

The favourers of modem Oratory may assert, on 
the other hand, that our own speakers have 
aimed higher, and done more. They may point 
triumphantly to the efforts of Brougham to ex- 
terminate the slave trade — of Pitt, to procure the 
honour and independence of his country — of Chal- 
mers, to connect, and mutually prove, natural and 
revealed religioi^ — of Grattan, to demand right 
and justice for his injured nation — of Romilly, to 
reform our barbarous laws — and of Sheridan to 
keep pure the administration of justice. 
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A striking result in favoar of modem Oratorji 
may be obtained by comparing the celebrated 
Oration of Cicero agfunst Verres, with Sheridan's 
Invective against Warren Hastings. Cicero de- 
claims against Verres because he has infringed the 
rights of citizenship — the peculiar privileges of the 
Boman State. His great point against the culprit 
is — not that he has condemned a Roman citizai 
to death — but to death like a slave. He calls on 
the Senate to chastise^ not the cruelty — not the 
injustice — not the treason — of Verres — but his 
contempt and insolence. In a word^ he speaks for 
Privilege and Pride. 

But Sheridan^ in his denunciation of Hastings, 
takes far loftier ground. Spuming the arbitrary 
distinctions of " citizen ** and " slave," he takes his 
stand on the broad field of humanity^ and demands 
equality of right for all who bear the human form. 
He ranks the man above the citizen, and so shows 
himself the nobler Orator. 



See BftouoHAM's Essay on the Eloquence or 
THE Ancients. — Collected Works, voLiv. 
SHERmAN's Panegyric on Demosthenes. 
Whateley's Rhetoric 
Hume's Essay on Eloquence. 
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Question : 

Is the Character of Napoleon Bonaparte to be 

admired f 

No character being absolutely bad or good, we 
can only arrive at judgment of character by striking 
a balance between the good qualities and the bad 
ones : this must, therefore, be done in the case 
before us. 

The points to be admired in Bonaparte's cha- 
racter are — 

I. ffis clear, keen, vigorous intellect 

This enabled him to see the position of France 
at the time of the Kevolution — to profit by 
the emergency — and to raise upon the ruins 
of Faction, a strong and popular throne. 
It is seen in his choice of generals and 
statesmen — in his manner of disposing a 
field of battle — in his military manceuvres — 
in his political government — in the celebrated 
Code Napoleon — in the rapidity of his con- 
ceptions, and the inexhaustibleness of his 
inventions. 

II. His energy of purpose and action. 

There was no trifling or wavering in him — he 
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instantly executed the plans he conceiTed. 
Difficulties never daunted^ but always stiinu- 
lated, hira. Witness his crossing of the 
Alps — his expedition to Egypt — his march 
to Moscow. 
Ill, His courage^ boldness^ and presence of mind. • 
He never falters — never shrinks — he ifl 
always cool, guarded, and himself. — His 
schemes are invariably massive, great, airf 
daring. 

In brief — to use the wordsof Channing — the 
greatness of Napoleon was the greatness of action: 
the sublime power of conceiving bold and exten- 
sive plans, and of constructing and bringing to bear 
on them a complicated machinery of means, ener- 
gies, and arrangements. He raised himself from 
obscurity to a throne, and changed the face of the 
world. So far he was great, and such greatness 
we must admire. 

But he had many faults : notice first — 

His inhumanity : 

He was perfectly reckless of human life, and 
would sacrifice all under his command to 
gain his ends. Jaffa — Acre — and the 
murders of the Due D'Enghien, Wright, 
and Pichegru, will soil his name for ever. 



CHAHACTEE OF BONAFABTE. 253 

i was a violater of all law. 

He seized upon independent neutral states^ — 
such as Leghorn, Parma, and Modena, and 
compelled tribute from them. He robbed 
Italy of her treasures of art — usurped the 
throne of France for ambition's sake alone, and 
respected no will or right but his own. 

!i? deliberately injured his country. 
True, he rebuilt Paris — true, he adorned it 
with stolen treasures: — but look at his con- 
scriptions! at the bloodshed of millions in 
his battles — at his espionage — at his en- 
slavement of the press. 

Te was as wickedly ambitious a man as ever lived. 

Why was he not content as Emperor of 

France ? To be that was enough — but he 

aimed at being Emperor of the world, and 

thus showed an ambition without a parallel. 

f ark further his vanity and egotism. 
His selfishness almost surpasses belief; he did 
all for himself — thought of none else. He 
regarded himself as the greatest of men — as 
something unconquerable and almost divine. 
— This overweening vanity is well seen 
in his remark to the King of Holland; — 
"Recollect that your first duty is towards 
ME, your second towards France." 

Napoleon exhibited further a great want of 
uman symathy and affection : proof of which is 
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to be found in many remarkable instances, but 

chiefly in his treatment of his wife and of his 
mother. 

Much, however, may be said in defence of 
Napoleon on many grounds : 

I. He was called to action at a time of terror 
and revolution: and was placed in circum- 
stances of cruelty and selfishness whidi could 
not fail to demoralise him. 

II. He was called upon to rule while too jounv 
to govern. 

III. He was bred to a military life, the woret 
possible school of morality. 

IV. At his time the immoralities of politicians 
and warriors were not only not reprobated, 
but admired and applauded. Falsehood was 
called statecraft — and the atrocities of war 
were denominated glories. 



See CHANNiNCk — Chakacter op Buonapabte. 
Col. Mitchell's Fall op Napoleon. 
Charles Phillu»s's Charactee of Napoleon. 
Sir W. Scott's Life of Napoleon. 
Bourrienne's Memoirs of Napoleon. 
Hazlitt's Character of Napoleon. 
Brougham's Statesmen of the Heign op 
George III. (Second Series) voL ii., "Na- 



poleon." 



Lord Jeffrey's Essays, voL ii. p. 90. et seq. 
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Question : 

Was the Execution of Charles the First justifiable? 

The point that first arises here is. Whether Death is 
ever a justifiable punishment ? for if it be not^ then 
whatever Charles may have done, the destruction 
of him was wrong. The tendency of modem 
feeling is, perhaps, against the infliction of Death 
at all ; but we must not judge by modern feeling. 
The theory and practice of the period when 
Charles suffered were unhesitatingly in favour of 
Capital Punishment. The act, therefore, judged 
by the light of the age when it was performed, is 
in itself unobjectionable, and its propriety or 
impropriety depends not at all upon abstract consi- 
derations. 

The question we have principally to try is whe- 
ther the conduct of Charles was worthy of death, 
according to the morality of the time. 

The supporters of the affirmative may say : 
That Charles, by making war upon his people 
committed an act of aggression on the public life, 
which was fully as heinous as an attempt at indi- 
vidual miurder. 
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The aasertors of the negative may reply : That 
Charles was driven by opposition and by evil 
counsel into the course he took ; and that when he 
commenced the war he did so in the firm and con- 
scientious belief that he was doing right : in which 
case the wicked motive that animates the mali- 
cious murderer is by no means chargeable upon 
him. 

The justifiability of King Charles's execution 
may further be considered as it is affected by con- 
siderations of policy. 

It may be urged on the one side. That the liberty 
— well-being — indeed existence — of the people 
of England depended upon the execution of 
Charles. Whilst he was in power, the British 
people were subject to arbitrary and unconstitu- 
tional tyranny — were taxed in their pockets — 
coerced in their religion — threatened in their 
lives. There was no'Tiope that he would amend, 
if he were restored, — for he showed no remorse 
and promised no reform. He might have been 
kept in captivity — but this would have plunged 
England into continual civil war for his sake. To 
destroy him was to give a death- blow to his party, 
and to give England its only chance of peace and 
order. 

On the other side it may be maintained, That 
subsequent events entirely prove the impolicy of 
the act. So far from destroying the royalist 
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party, it strengthened their ranks by attaching to 
it all who pitied the tragical end of Charles — a 
party ever increasing, during the Protectorate of 
Cromwell; and strong enough after Cromwell's 
death to bring back a far worse king, in the person 
of Charles the Second, 

It may be fairly, questioned whether the licen- 
tiousness of the Second Charles did not entail 
upon the English people a far greater amount of 
evil, than would have resulted from the continued 
tyranny of Charles the First. 

A very important question bearing on this mat- 
ter is, as to the right of the destroyers of Charles. 

On the one side it may be said — Who made 
them his judges? — By what right, constitutional 
or moral, did they arraign and destroy him ? 

And on the other it may be replied, — 

That tyranny always justifies rebelUon, and 
aggression always confers the right of retaliation. 
Tlie emergency of self-preservation was, it may be 
said, the right under which CharWs judges tried 
and punished him. 

See Lord Jeffrey's Es/iats, toI. ii. p, 21. 

Macaulay's Critical Essays, voL i. pp. 

135—187. ; 425—490. 
Statesmen of the Commonwealth, in '*Lard- 

ker's Cabinet Cyclopjedia." 
Lady Willoughby's Diary of the Tims 
OF Charles the First* 

s 
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Question : 

Which is the mare happy — a Barbarous, or a 

Cimlisedy Man ? 

It maj be said that the savage is more happy 
thixL the dvilised man^ inasmuch as> — 

L His free and unrestrained life makes him 

physicallj healthier. 
IL His wants are more simple and more easily 

satisfied. 

III. He is free from the cares> anxieties^ jea- 
lousies> fears^ and ambitions of civilised life. 

IV. He is less liable to disorder, either of body 
or of mind. 

V. He is free from the vices of society : intem- 
perance — hypocrisy — deceit — and fraud. 

In opposition it may be said: 

I. That the freedom of life which the savage 
enjoys is but a poor substitute for the com- 
forts of shelter^ clothing, and food, which the 
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civUised man eojoya : tbe best proof of which 
is found in the universal fact^ that whenever 
the savage gets within reach of the civilised 
man's habits^ he adopts them ; whilst the ci- 
vilised man is never attracted towards the 
habits of the savage. 

IL That^ although the wants of the savage are 
simpler and fewer than the wants of the civi- 
lised man> his pleasures are also fewer^ for he 
enjoys none of the del^hts of thought-— of 
affection — of social happiness — of hope — 
and of religious belief. 

III. That^ although he is free firom theanxieties 
of life^ he is also without knowledge of its 
privileges and pleasures, — both of sense and 
souL 

I Y. That, although he is less liable to physical 
and mental disease, he is also less capable of 
enjoyment. He has no disease, but he has 
no happy health : neither his bodily nor his 
spiritual powers are turned to good account. 

V. That, although he is partially free from the 
vices of society, he is also unacquainted with 
its virtues. Benevolence — pity — honour — 
heroism — constancy — endurance — gene- 
rosity — patriotism — fortitude — and resist- 
ance to temptation — are all imknown to him : 
whilst he is free from the thorns, he is also 
vpth6ut the flowers of life. 

« 2 
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The state of the savage is darkness. Daikness 
mental and moraL The thrilling delights of 
thought — of reflection — and of judgment, are 
never his : his best ideaa are vague, idle, dreamy, 
and useless. The unspeakable pleasures of home — 
of love — of relationship — - of friendship — and of 
social intercourse, are altogether unknown by.him« 
The happiness that waits on an approving con- 
science — the ineffable pleasure that follows a 
good deed done, or a bad deed avoided — is a 
stranger to the savage breast Above all, the ex- 
quisite happiness the civilised man derives from re- 
ligious impression and belief — the imutterable joy 
which he feels in th6 conviction that he has a kind 
Father in Heayen on whom he can implicitly rely, 
and in the certainty that he is immortal, and shall 
never taste of death, — all this is entirely unfelt 
and unknown to the barbarian. The poet says: 

*' Where ignorance is bliss 'tis folly to be wise." 
But ignorance is never bliss. 



See Thb History op Civilisation. By W. A. 

MackinnoD, Esq., M.P. 
HoBBEs's Treatise on Human Natubx.— 

" Love of Knowledge.** 
Rousseau's Contrat Social. 
Hume's Essats, '^On Refinement in the 

Arts," vol. i. p. 285. 
Goldsmith's Citizen of the Won£l>, Letten 

XI. and LXX^QL 
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PART in 



QUESTIONS FOE DISCUSSION. 



1 . Which was the greater man, Oliver Cromwell or 

Napoleon Bonaparte f 

See Cabltle's Letters and Speeches of Crok- 

WEIX. 

Channing's Character of Napoleon. 

Southbt's Cromwell. 

Scott's Life of Napoleon. 

Mitchell's Fall of Napoleon. 

Hazlitt's Life of Napoleon. 

Carlyle's Hero-Worship. "The Hero as 

King." 
Robert Hall on Bonaparte. 
Macaulat's Critical EssatS; voLi. pp. 180— 

187. 
Hallam's Constitutional Histort. 
Lord Brougham's Statesmen in the Reign 

of George IIL "Napoleon." 
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2. TVias the Execution of Mary Queen of Scots 

justi/iable f 

See History OF England. — Hume, 
P. Fraseb Tttler's Life of Mart, 
Miss Strickland's Letters of Mart. 
Bell's Life of Mart. 
Mrs. Jameson's Life of Mart. 
Robertson's Histort of Scotland. 
Edinburgh Review, vd. xliv. p. 37. 

* - - — « 

Note.— >Tlus discussion will embrace the following con- 
siderations: For what crimes did Mary suffer? Did she 
commit the offences allied against her ? And had the law 
of England anj jurisdiction oyer her ? 



3. Has the Invention of Gunpowder "been of Benefit 

to Mankind ? 

m 

See Channing on War. 

Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Romak 

Empire, chap. Izv. 
Edinburgh Review, vol. v. p. 47L 

Note.— It is intended to inquire by this question. Whe- 
ther Gunpowder, by making war more dreadful and abhor- ^ 
rent, has not tended to lead mankind to its discontinuance? 
whether, in- fact, perfection in War does not necessarily lead 
to the preference of Peace. 

The use of Gunpowder in Meohatiics may be taken into 
consideration with advantage to the discussion. 
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4. Wliich is the mare valuable member of society — 
a great Mechanician, or a great Poet? 

See Channing on the Age. 
Emebson's Essays. 
Edinbubgh Review, vol. xlvi. p. 365. 

Do. Do. vol. xlvii. pp. 184—202. 

MKUulloch's Geographical Dictionary. 

Art. " British Empire.'* 
Do. Political Economy. Passim, 

KoTE. — This question turns upon the comparative value., 
of a Great Doer and a Great Thinker ; and lies between 
the utility of Mechanics and Morals: of Physics and Meta- 
physics. It is the belief of many of the chief writers of the 
day, that our age is too mechanical, and needs to^be spi- 
ritualised : this debate will open that question. 



5. Wliich teas the greater orator, Demosthenes or 

Cicero? 

See Lord Brougham's Essay on the Eloquence 
OF the Ancients. Collected Speeches, voLi v. 
Edinburgh Review, voL xxviii. p.. 60. 
vol. xxxiii. pp^226 — ^246. 



v oL xxxvi. pp. 86 — 109. 

Dr. Anthon's Cicero. With English Com-> 
mentary. 

Note. — The discussion of this question must include 
references to style, aim, and effect : artistical, mental, and 
moral power. 

8 4 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCU8SIOX. 



6. Which is the mare despicable duaracter^ the Hyp<h 

crite or the Liar f 

See LoBD Bacon's Essay on Truth. 

TiLLOTSON, ON THE ADVANTAGES OF TbUTH 
AND SlNCERITT. 

Bishop Hall. Character of the Hjpocrite. 
Cabltle's Miscellanies. Cagliostra 
Mabtin Chuzzlewit. Character of Pecksniff. 



7. Has the Fear of Punishment^ or the Hope of Re- 
ward, the greater Influence on Human Conduct? 

See Adam Smith's Theory of the Moral Sen- 
timents. 

Mill on the Human Mind. 

Bentham's Springs of Action. 

DUGALD Stewart on the Mind* 

Bentham's Rationale of Reward and Pc* 
nishment. 



Note. — This question involves considerations of great 
importance. It has to do with Education, Government, 
and Religion. The fear of punishment is the princqde 
usually supposed to influence us, and upon this principle, 
for the most part, education, laws, and religious inatruction 
are founded: but manj of the wisest mgi are beginning to 
doubt this sjstem. 
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8. Is Corporal Punishment justifiable 9 

See Edgeworth's Practicax Education. 
WiLDEBSPm's Education op the Young. 
Marshall's Military Miscellany. 
Hansard, *' Debates on Flogoinq in t^ 

Army." 
Edinburgh Bbview, yoL xii. p. 420. 
Sydney Taylor's Works, p. 195. 



9. fVas Brutus justified in killing CcBsar f 

See the Speech of Brutus in Shakspere's Julius 

Caesar, Act III. Scene 2. 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works,^ vol. iii. 

p. 274. vol. ii. pp. 318—325. 
Hume's Essays, voLi. pp. 471., &c. 

Do. Do. vol. iL p. 228. 

Nom. — This question must be tried by the morals of 
thetime when the act took place, and not by the present 
standard of morality. It b quite necessary to make this 
distinction. 



1 0. Should Emulation be encouraged in Education f 

See Edgeworth's Practical Education. 
Gopwin's Reflections on Education. 
Cowper's Tirocinium. 

Adam Smith's Theory of the Moral Senti- 
ments. 
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See Coleridge's Lixbs, entitled^ ^' Lotc, Hope^ and 
Patience in Education.'' 

HOBBES ON EnYT AND EMULATION. 

Sydney Smith's Works, voL i. pp. 221—231. 

Note. — The system of pme-giving in education hAs 
supporters and opponents, both so determined, that a discus- 
sion upon the subject cannot fail to be interesting and in- 
structiye. PhUosophj and experience should both be re- 
ferred to in the debate. 



11. Which was the greater Poet, Milton or Homer ? 

See Coleridge on the Greek Poets, 
Channing on Milton. 
Blair's Lectures. 
Campbell on Milton. 
Robert Hall on Poetic Genius. 
Thirlwall's Greece, voL i. p. 24, 
Mac AUL ay's Essays, vol. i. pp. 1 — 32. 
Braiyde's Dictionary of Science, Litera- 

ture, and Art. "Epic Poetrj ;** and the 

authorities there quoted. 

Note. — This debate will turn upon the facts that Homer 
IS the more real, life-like, and human poet, whilst Miltoo u 
the more imaginative, sublime, and spiritual : the decisioD 
must depend upon which are the nobler qualities. 



12. Is Military Renoton a Jit Object of Ambition f 

See Channikq's Essay ON War. 

Channing on Napoleon Buonaparte. 
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See CmuDE Habold, Canto L War. 

Robert Mongom]sbt*8 Ficttjbe of Wab. 
RoBEBT Hall on the Misebies of Wab. 



13. Is, Ambition a Vice or a Virtue 9 

See Hughes's Essay on Ambition in the ^^ Guar- 
dian." 

LoBD Bacon's Essay on Ambition. 

Wolsey's Advice to Cbomwell. Play of 
Henry Vm. 

Fabadise Lost. Satan's Address to the Sun. 

Adam Smith on Misdibeoted Ambition. 

Bishop Watson's Sbbmons to Young Per- 
sons. 

M'Culloch's Political Economy, pp. 527 — 
530. 



14. Has Novel-reading a Moral Tendency f 

See Sir W. Scott's Cbiticism on Novels and 
Romances. 
Scott's Treatise on Romance. 
The EDmBtROB Review, vol. xxiv. pp. 320, 

Aeienside's Pleasures of Imagination. 
Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol iii. p. 440. 

- — ' vol. iv. p. 517. 

Goldsmith's Citizen of the World, Letter 

LHL 

KoTE.— It may seem that this question barely admits of 
discussion, for moral novels must, of course, have a moral 
tendency: but at least, the debate may serve to lead the 
debaters to a proper selection of novels. 
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15. Is the Character of Queen Elizabeth deserving 

of our Admiration ? 

See HuME*s History of England. 

Lucy Aikin's Memoirs op Elizabeth. 

Sir W.Scott's Kenilworth — for a faithful 

Portraiture of Elizabeth. 
Miss Strickland's Queens of Engi^and. 
Sharon TuiKner's History of Elizabeth's 

Reign. 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works, vol. iii. pp. 

282—284. 
Macaulay's Critical Essays, toLH. pp. 1 — 34. 



16. Is England rising or falling as a Nation ? 

See Bacon's Essay on States : and his Essay on 
the Greatn£;ss of Kingdoms. 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works, vol. iii. pp. 

500, 501. 
Edinbxtrgh Review, voL xxi. pp. 22. et seq. 
M*Culloch's Statistics of the British Em- 
pire. 
Compare the Elements of Modem with the Ele- 
ments of Ancient Prosperity. 



17- Has Nature or Education the greater Influence 
in the Formation of Character f 

See Locke's Thoughts on Education, 
Combe's Constitution of Man. 
Godwin on Education. 
Epgeworth ON Education, 
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See Watts on the Mind. 

Aim£ Martin on Education. 

LoBD Jeffret^s Essays, toI. i. p. 138. 



18. Which is thi more valuable Metal^ Gold or 

Iron f 

See Ure's Dictionary of Arts, &c. Art. " Iron." 
Leyden's Ode to an Indian Gold Coin. 
Jacob's Enquiry into the Precious Metals. 
Holland's Metal Manufactures, ^^Lard- 

ner's Cabinet Cyclopaedia." 
A Paper on The Uses of Gold, " Maunder's 

Universal Class Book :** also one on Iron. 

Note. — This is a question between Show and Value — 
between ornament and utility. 



19, Is War in any case justifiable 9 

See Sydney Smith's Sermons " on Invasion." 
The Tracts of the Peace Society. 
Chalmers on the Hatefulness of War. 
Channing on War. 
Dr. Johnson's Thoughts on the Falkland 

Islands, 
Robert Hall on War. 
Burke on the Impeachment of Hastings. 
Edinburgh Review, vol. xxxix. pp. 6 — 18. 

vol. XXXV. p. 409. 

Sir James Mackintosh's Works, vol. ii. pp. 
320—^27.; iii. 200. 252. 
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20. H<u the Discovery of America been Beneficial 

to the World? 

See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. ii. pp. 188 — ^209. 
Article " Columbus.** 

Sydney Sboth's Wobks, yoL i. pp. 280. 362. 

Robertson's History of America. 

Washington Irvino's Life of Columbus, 

Martin's British Colonies. " North Ame- 
rica." 



21. Can any Circumstances justify a Departure 

from Truth? 

See Palsy's Moral and Political Philosopet. 
Beattie's Essay on Truth. 
Bentham's Principles of Morals. 
Bacon on Truth. 
Combe's Moral Philosophy. 
Robert Hall on Expediency. 
Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. iii. pp. 303 — 310. 



22. Is Sporting justifiable ? 

See Sydney Smith's Works, voL i. *< Game Laws." 
Strutt on the Sports and Pastimes of 

England. 
Walker's Manly Exercises. 
Walton on Angling. 
Christopher North's Recreations. 
NiMROD ON the Chase. ^^The Turf, and the 

Road." 
Scrope's Deer Stalking. 
Pamphlets by the Hon. O. Berkeley. 
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23* Does not Virtue necessarily produce Happiness, 
and does not Vice necessarily produce Misery, 
in this Life f 

See Bentham's Rationale of Bewabd. 
See Logan's Sermon — " There is no peace, saith 
my Grod, to the wicked." 

JVIelyill's Sebmon on the same Text. 

Pope on Virtue. 

Macbeth's Soliloquy. 

James Harris on Virtue Man's Interest. 



24. From which does the Mind gain the more 
Knowledge, Reading, or Observation f 

See Gibbon's Abstract of his Readings. 
Lord Bacon on Study. 
Mason on Self-Culture. 
Todd's Student's Manual. 
Carlyle on Books. "Hero- Worship." 
Channing on Self-Culture. 
Robebt Hall on the Advantages of 

Knowledge. 
Edinbubgh Review, vol. xxxiv. p. 384. 



25. Have the Gold Mines of Spain, or the Coal 
Mines of England, been more Beneficial to the 
World? 

See Hood's Poem — "Miss Kilmansegg," for a 
vivid description of the baneful influence 
of Gold. 
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See A Paper on The Uses of Gold, in "Mauk- 
der's Uniyeksal Class Book." 
M'CuLLOCH^s Commercial Dictionabt, Art 
" CoaL" 

' GrEOGRAPHIOAL DlCTIOKABI, 

Art " British Empire.'* 



26. Which teas the greater General^ Hannibal or 

Alexander ? 

See Plutarch's Life of Alexander. 
History of Robie. 
Thirlwall's History of Greece. 



27. Which was the greater Poet, Ihyden or Popef 

See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. i. pp. 163 — 166. 
Sir W. Scott's Life of Dryden. 
Campbell's British Poets. 
Dr. Johnson's Parallel between Detdek 

AND Pope. " Lives of the Poets." 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works, ii. pp. 620 

—522. 
Lord Byron's Strictures on Bowles. 



28. Wliich has done the greater Service to TVitd^ 

Philosophy or Poetry ? 

See Edinburgh Review, vol. xxi. p. 294. 
Bacon's Advancement of Learning. 
Also the Works quoted in a previous theme iij 
this Volume. 
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KoTB. — Philosophy is here meftnt tq signify ii^tellectual 
wisdom ; apd poetry, that inspiration respecting truth which 
great poets exhibit, and which seems to be quite indepen- 
dent pf fu^quired knowledge. Philosophy is cultivated 
reason, poetry is a moral instinct towurds the True and 
Beautiful. To decide the question we must see what we 
owe on the one hand to the discoTeries of our philosophers; 
— ^toSocrate8,Plato, Epicurus, Bacon, Newton, Locke : and 
on the other, for what amount and sort of truth we are 
indebted to the intuition and inspiration of our poets, as 
Homer, Milton, Dante, Shakspere. 



J29. h an Advocate justified in defending a Jtfan 
tpham fie hnaws to be Guilty of the Crime with 
which he is charged? 

See Stdney Smith's Works, yoL i. "On Counsel 
being allowed to Prisoners.*' 

Bentham. Judicial Establishment. 
Bbougham on the Dijtt of a Basbister. 
Palet's Moral Philosophy. 
Punch's Letters to his Son. "On the 

Choice of a Profession.** 
Sydney Taylor's Works, voL i. pp. 102, 103. 



.30. Is it likely that England will sink into the Decay 
which befell the Nations of Antiquity f 

See Playfair's Enquiry into the Fall of Na- 
tions, 
Bi^coN's Essay on Einqdoms. 

T 
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See YoLRBY^s Buiks (^ Empibe8v 

Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. 

SoUTHErt FbOGBESS AND PROSPECTS OF SO- 
CIETT. 

Vauqhan^s Age op Great Cities. 



31* Are Lard Byroris Writings Moral in their 

Tendency f 

See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. ii. pp. 366 — 371. 
Macaulay's Crtfioal Essays, toI. i. pp. 311. 

352. 
Sydney Taylor's Works, p. 288. 

Note. — The works of Byron mndt here be looked at as 
a whole,.uid not be judged by isolated passages : they must 
be tried, too, by eternal, and not by fashionable, morality. 



32. Do the Mechanicians of Modem equal those of 

Ancient Times? 

See FosBROOKE and Dunham's Roman Arts and 
Manufactures. 

.. — , , , , Greek Ditto. 

Wilkinson's Ancient Egypt. 
Petmgrew's Ditto* 
Maurice's Ancient Hindostan. 
Heeren's Historical Researches* 
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33. Which is the greaier Civtiizer, the Statesman 

or the Poet? 

See Debate, No. L p. 1. 

Cabltle'sHebo- Worship. "TheHeroasPoet." 

GuiccuBBiNi's Maxtms ; Martin's Translation. 

See also the authorities quoted in Debate I. 



34. Which is the greater Writer^ Charles Dickens 
or Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton f 

See The Edinbuboh Review, The Quabteblt, 
Blackwood's Magazine, Hobne's Spibit of 
the Age, Fbaseb's Magazine : various ar- 
ticles on the subject during the last ten 
jears. 



35. Is the Principle of Utility a safe Moral Guide f 

See Bentham's Wobks ; Lobd Jeffbey's Essays, 

voLiii. pp. 303— 310. 
Madame De Stael's opinions thebeon. 
An able article on the subject in the New 

Monthly Magazine for 1837. 
BoBEBT Hall on Expediency. 
Palsy's Mobal Philosophy. 
Hume's Essays. " Why Utility pleases." 
Sm James Mackintosh's Wobks, vol. i. pp. 

15, 16. 193. and 242. 
• Dtmonp's Essays^ pp. 4. 28. 123. 

T s 
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36, Wasthe DepodtionofLouUXVLjusHJiabkl 

See Cabltle's, Thiebs', De Stael's, and Mac- 
fablane's Histobt of the Fbehcb Revo- 
lution. 

Sib James Mackintosh's Wobks, vol. iii. 
pp. 3—352. . 

Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. ii. pp. 40 — 45. 

HcsTORic Fancies. Bj the Hon. 6. Smythe. 



37. /* the Use of Oaths for Civil Purposes expe- 

dientf 

See Bentham's Tract on the Needlbssness or 
AN Oath. 
Hansard. *' Debates in Parliament on this 

Subject." 
Dymond's Essays, pp. 58 — 67. 



38. Is a ClcLSsical Education essential to an JEnffUsk 

Gentleman f 

See Milton on Education. 

Whewell's Untvebsity Education. 

Locke's Thoughts on Education. 

Amos's Lectubes on the Advantages or a 

Classical Education. 
Robebt Hall on Classical Leabning. 
Sydney Smith's Wobks, vol. i. pp. 183 — 199. 
Edinbubgh Review, vol. zv. pp. 41-^L 
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39. Are Colonies (zdvanioffeous to the Mother 

Country f 

See M*CuLL0CH*8 Edition of Smith's Wealth of 

Nations. 
Mebivalb's Lectures on Colonies. 
ToBBENS ON Colonisation. 
Sib James Mackintosh's Wobks, vol. iii. 

p. 325. 
Brahde's Dictionabt of Science, Liteba- 

TUBE, AND Art. Art. "Colonies," and the 

works there quoted. 



40. Which does the most to produce Crime, — Poverty , 

Wealth, or Ignorance? 

See DumAs's Celbbbated Cbimes* 

Bacon on the Uses of Knowledge. 

Db. Harris's Mammon. 

Fosteb's Essay on the Evils of Popular 

Ignorance. 
Robert Hall on the Hardships of Povertt. 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works, voL iiL 

pp. 371—376. 
Edinburgh Review, voL xlviii. i^ 176-^181. 



41. If the Unanimity required /rom Juries conducive 
to the Attainment of the Ends of Justice? 

See Blaoutove's Commkvtasieb cm the Law& 
Bcmtham's Judicial ^EsntAKLUsaasn* 

T t 
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See Bentham ok Goyebnmbnt and Speciac 
Juries. 
Stephens' Commbntakies on the Law. 
Stonet Tatlob's Works, pp. 392. 397. 413. 



42. Is it not the Duty of a Government to establish 
a System of National Education ? 

See Locke's Thoughts on Education. 
Wyse on Education. 
Channing on Education. 
James's Educational Institutions of Ger- 
many. 
Fox's Lectures on Education. 
Simpson's Popular Education, 
GrODwiN's Reflections ON Education. 
Rousseau's Emile. . 
Mblvill's Uniyersity Sermons. 
Robert Hall on Knowledge. 
Life of William Allen, pp. 84—86. 



43. Are the Intellectual Faculties of the Dark Maces 
of Mankind essentially Inferior to those of the 
White ? 

See Lawrence's Natural History op Man* 

Pritchard's Physical History op Mankind. 
Buffon's Physical History. 
Elliotson's Physiology. 
Combe on the Constitution of Man. 
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See also Branbe's Diohonabt op Science, 

Literature, and Art. Art. "Negroes;*' 
and the authorities there cited. 



44. Is Transportation a Jit and effective Punish* 

mentf 

See Captain Maconochie on Transportation. 
Gibbon Wakefield on Transportation. 
Sydney Smith's Works, vol. i. pp. 321 — 347. 



45. Should not all Punishment be Reformatory f 

See Benthak on PmnsHiD^. 

Beccaria on Crimes and Punishments. 
Report of the Prison Discipline Society. 
Howard's State of the Prisons* 
Romilly's Memoirs. 
Edinburgh Rettew, voL xxii. pp. 1 — 26, 



46. Is a Limited Monarchy, like that tyf England, 
the best Form of Government f 

See Delolme on the Constitution. 
Hallam's Constitutional History. 
De Tooquevills's Democracy in America* 
Edinburgh Review, voL zx. pp. 275, 276. 
Hume's Essays, vol. 129 — 131. 
Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. iv* pp. 4 — 18. 
IH 115. 
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47. Is not Private Virtue essentially requisite to 
Greatness of Public Character f 

See Dymond's Essays, pp. 70 — 79. 



48. Is Eloquence a gift of Nature^ or may it hi 

acquired ? 

See the works quoted in Debate iL p. 228. 



49. Is Genius an Innate Capacity 9 

See Geisenthwaite's Essay on Genius. 
Akenside's Pleasukes 0^ Imagination. 
Mill's Analysis of the Human Mind« 
Db. Brown's Philosophy op the Mind. 
Locke on the Undebstandino, 

DUGALD StEWABt's ELEMENTS OP THE HuMAN 

Mind. 
Beid's Enquiry into the Mind. 
Sir W. TEBiPLE's Essay on Poetical Genius. 
Rev. Robebt Hall on Poetic Genius. 
Edinbubgh Review, vol. xxxiv. pp. 82 — 88* 



50. Is a Rude or a Refined Age the more favourable 
to the "production of Works of Imagination 9 

Se6 Sydney Taylob's Wobks, p. 169. 

SotJTHEY^S PbOGBESS OP SOCIETY. 

Jeppbey's Essays. 

CAMt»BELL's BbITISH PoETS. 

Hazlitt's Criticism on BbitisA Pobtri. 
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Sec Edinburgh Review, voLxxxvii. pp. 410 — 412. 
Do. Do., vol. xlii. pp. 306, 307. 

Do. Do., vol. xlviii. pp. 50, 51. 

Do. Do., vol. xxxiv. p. 449. 



51* Is the Shaksperian the Augustan Age of English 

Literature f 

Sec Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. i. pp.81 — 161.; 
ii. pp.315— 342.; Hi. p. 445. 
Hazlitt's Criticisms. 
Sir W. Scott on Poetry. 
Campbell's British Poets. 
AtKiN's British Poets. 
HuMft^s History of England. 
Schlegel's Lectures on Literature^ 



52. /* there any l^tandard of Taste 9 

See Alison on Taste. 

Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Lord £[ames's Elements of Criticism. 
Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. i. p. 75. ; ii. p. 228, 

Sec. 
Edinburgh Review, xlii. pp. 409 — 414. 
Hume's Essays. 



53. Ought Pope to rank in the First Class of Poets f 

See Campbell's British Poets^ 
Ai^in's Do. 

Byron's Defence of Pops. 
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See Bowles on Pope, 

LoBD Jeffbet's EssATSy voL ii. 
Hazlitt on the British Poets. 
Rosco£*s £ditioii of Pope. 



54. Has the Introduction of Machinerj/beengenerdUy 

Beneficial to Mankind f 

See Babbage on Machinert. 

Chalmers' Political Economy. 
M'Culloch's Political Economy, pp. 100— 
206, 



55, Which produce the greater Happiness, the Fka- 
sures of Hope or of Memory f 

See RoGERS*s Pleasxtrbs of I^mory. 
Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. 
Abercrombie on the Moral Feelings. 
Adam Siqth's Theory of the Moral Senti- 
ments. 
Hume's Essay on the Passions. 



56. Is the Existence of Parties in a State favourable 

to the Public Welfare f 

See The History of Party. By 6. W. Cooke. 
Essays written in the Intervals of Busi- 
ness. " On Party Spirit." 
Hume's Essay on Parties, &c« 
Lord Jeffrey's Essays, voL iv. pp. 84 — 86. 
Edinburgh Review, voLxx. p. 343. 
Dymond's Essays, pp. 1 17-— 119. 
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57. Is there any Ground for beliemrig in the ulti" 
mate Perfection and universal Happiness of the 
Human Mace ? 

See Southey's Pbooress and Pkospects of So- 
ciety. 

Channing's Works, generally. 

Fichte's Destination of Man. Translated 
by Mrs. Sinnett. 

Lord Jeffrey's Essays, voL i. pp. 85 — 92. ; 
ii. p. 212, &c 



58. Is Co^eration more adapted to Promote the 
Virtue and Happiness of Mankind than Competition f 

See Channing's Remarks on Associations. 

Report of the Co-operation Knowledge 
Association. 



59. Was the Banishment of Napoleon to St. Helena 

a justifiable proceeding f 

See Sir W. Scott's Life of Napoleon. 
Alison's History of Europe. 
Hazlitt's Life of Napoleon. 
Montholon's Memoirs of Napoleon. 
Bourrienne's Do. 

History of the French Empire. By Thiers. 



60. Ought Persons to be excluded from Civil Offices 
on account of their Religious Opinions f 

See Locke's Thoughts on Toleration. 



284 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION* 

See Sir G. Mackenzie ok Biootry. 
Bacon on Unity of Religions. 
T. Moore on Corruption and Intolerance. 

Collected works. 
tfiTER Plymley*s Letters. 
Sir James Mackintosh's Works, voLii. p. 116. 
Sydney Smith's Works, vol.i. p. 232. ; vol. ii. 

p. 1—23. 
Macaulay's Critical Essays, vol. ii. pp. 

432—502. 



61. Wliich exercises the greater Irifluence in the 
Civilisation and Happiness of the Human Race, 
the Male, of the Female mind? 

See AiMi Martin on the Education of Mothers. 
Woman's Mission. 

Woman and Her Master. By Lady Morgan. 
R. Montgomery on the Education of Fe- 

MALES. 

Priests, Women, and Families. By Mjchelet. 

Translated by Cocks. 
FEMALfi Disciple of the Earli? Ohristiax 

Church. By Mrd. H. Smith. 
Sydney Smith's Works, vol. i. pp. 200 — 220. 



62. Which did the most to produce the French 
Revolution — the Tyranny of the Government^ 
the Excesses of the Higher Orders, or the 
Writings of Voltaire, Montesquieu, and Rous- 
seau 9 

See Lord Jeffrey's Essays, vol. ii* pp. 56 — 104, 
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See Caklyle's French Revoi^ution, 
Alison's History of Europe. 
Thiers' History of the French Revolution. 
Mignet's Do. 

Smyth's Lectures on Modern History. 
Dr. Cooke Taylor's Revolutions in Europe. 
Macfarlane's French Revolution. 
De Stael's Considerations on the French 

Revolution. 
Burke on the French Revolution. 
Niebuhr's Age of the French Revolution. 
Sir James Mackintosh's' Works, vol. ill. pp. 
1^352. 



63, Which was the greater Poet^ Byron or Bums? 

See Carlyle's Hero- Worship. ''The Hero as 
Poet." 
Lord Jeffrey's Essays, ii. pp. 389—421. 
Carlyle's Miscellanies. '' Bums." 
liOCKHART's Life of Burns. 
Sydney Taylor's Works, p. 288, &c. 
See iJso Authorities quoted in Question 31. 



64. 1$ there reasonable Ground for believing that 
the Character of Richard the Third was not so 
Atrocious as is generally supposed f 

See Halsey's Richard the Third. 
Walpole's Historic Doubts. 
Bulweb's Last of the Barons. 
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65. Does Happiness or Misery preponderate in 

Life? 

See Dr. Johnson. Discontent the Ck)MMON Lot 
OF ALL Mankind. 
Jeremy Taylor's Sermon "Via Intelli- 
gently." 
Sir G. Mackenzie's " Happiness.'* 

Gk)LDSMITH ON THE LoVE OP LiFE. 

Pope on Happiness. 
Thomson on the Miseries of Life. 
Pollock on Happiness. (Com'se of Time). 
Paley on the Happiness of the World. 

(Natural Theology). 
BuRNs's Poi^M, " Man was made to Mourn." 



Q%. Should the Press he totally Free f 

See Milton on the Liberty of the Press. 

Curran's Speeches for Rowan andFinnerty. 

Thoughts on Restraint in the Publica- 
tion OF Opinion. By the Author of Essays 
on the " Formation of Opinion.** 

Sir James Mackintosh's Works, yoL iii. 
pp. 245. 255. 290. 539. 

Lord Erskine's Speeches on the Liberty of 
THE Press. 

Hume's Essay on the Liberty of the Press. 

Edinburgh Review, voL xxv. pp. 112—124. 

Sydney Taylor's Works, pp. 122. 144. 222. 
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67. Do modem Geological Discoveries agree with 

Holy Writ? 

See Ltell*s Elements of Geology. 
BucKLAND*s Organic Remains. 
Dr. Pte Smith on Geology. 
Vestiges of the Natural History of Crea- 
tion. 
Phillips' Geology. 
Humboldt's Cosmos. 
Ansted's Geology. 
G. F. Richardson on Geology. 
See also a series of Articles and Letters in the 
" Times " Newspaper, of September and Oc- 
tober, 1845. 
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Upon those Passages of the Old Testament in which Modem Commentators have differed 
from the Authorized Version : togrether with an Explanation of various Difficulties in the 
Hebrew and English Texts. By the Rev. Richard A. F.Barrett, M.A. Fellow of King's 
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Birth of Christ. Leading to an Kzplanation of the Prophecy ol the Seventy Weeks, the 
Recovery of the lost Era of the Jubilee, and the Rectification of several important Dates in 
8cript«re Chrosology. By J. Whatman Bosanquet, Esq. Part 1. 8vo. Ss- M. cloth. 

BRANDE— A DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, AND ART; 

Comprising the History, Description, and Scientific Principles of every Branch of Human 
Knuwledge ; with the Derivation and Definition of all the Terms in general use. Edited by 
W.T. Braade,F.R.S.L.and £.; assisted by Dr.J. Cauvin. 8vo. with Woodcuts, 31. cloth. 

BRAY (^IRS.)— MRS. BRAY*S NOVELS AND ROMANCES, 

Revised and corrected by Mrs. Bray. In 10 vols. fcap. 8vo., uniformly with the ** Standard 
Novels," with Frontispieces and Vignettes, 8/. cloth; or separately 6«. each vol. 

BUCKLER.— A HISTORY OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE ABBEY 

CHimCH of ST. ALBAN, with especial reference to the Norman Structure. By J. C. 
and C. A. Buckler, Architects. 8vo. with numerous lUustratious, Us. cloth. 

BUDGE (J.}--THE PRACTICAL MINER'S GUIDE. 

Comprising a Set of Trigonometrical Tkbles adapted to all the purposes of Oblique or 
Diagonal, Vertical. Horisontal, and Traverse Dialling; with their application to the Dial, 
Bserrise of Drifu, Lodes, Slides, Leveliing, Inaccessible Distances, Heights, etc. By 
J. Badge. New Edition, enlarged. 8vo. with Portrait, 12s. cloth. 

BULL.-HINTS TO MOTHERS, 

For the Management of Health during the Period of Pregnancr and In the Lylng«in Room ; 
with an Rzposurcof Popular Errors in connexion with those subjecu. ByThomasBull.M.D. 
New Edition, revised and considerably enlarged. Foolscap 8vo. 7s. cloth. 

BULL.-THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN, 

in HEALTH and DISEASE. By Thomas Bull. H.D. Physiciin Accoucheur to the Finsbury 
Midwifery Institution, etc. New Edition, revised and enlarged. Foolscap 8vo. 7f. cloth. 

BUN8EN— THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE. 

A practical Explanation of the Correspondence with the Rifrht Hon. William Gladstone, 
on the German Church, Episcopacy, and Jerusalem. With a Preface. Notes, and the curii- 
plete Correspoudence. By the Chevalier C. C. J. Bunsen, Ph.D., D C.L. Translated under 
the superintendence of and with additions by the Author. Postttvo. 9f. M. cloth. 



BURDER.-ORIENTAL CUSTOMS, 

Applied to the Illustration of the Sacred Scriptures. 
Edlcioa, with Additfous. Foolscap 8vo. 8i. M. cloth. 



By Dr. Samuel Burder. New 



BURGER.-.THE LEONORA OF BURGER. 

Translated by J«lla M. Cameron. With Six large Illustrations, druwo on Wood by D. 
MaeUsc, R.A. engraved by John Thompson. Crown 4to. l&t. cloth. 

BURNS.— THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY: 

Containing the Doctrines, Duties, Admonitions, and Consolations of the Christian Religion. 
By John Burns, M.D. F.R.8. 6th Edition. Foolscap 8ro. 8s. M. cloth. 

BURNS.— CHRISTIAN FRAGMENTS ; 

Or, Remarks on the Nature, Precepts, and Comforts of Religion. By John Boms. M.D. 
F.B.8. FooUcapSvo.fis. cloth. 

BUTLER.-A SKETCH OF MODERN AND ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

Wj Samuel Butler, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Cov^tkU^ \ axk4 lorav^iVn \\«^\ 
Master of Shrewsbury School. New Edition, revised by ibe K^^tn'i^oxk. %«o.%k.\kO'«ia^^. 
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BUTLER.-AN ATLAS OF MODERN CEOCRAPHY. 

Consiating of Twenty-three coloured Maps, from n New Set of Platefl ; with an Index of 
all the Nanes of Places, referriii; to the Latitudes and Lonfritudes. Bj the late Dr. Butler, 
Bishop of Lichfield. New Edition, corrected. 8to.I2<. half-bound. 

BUTLER.-AN ATLAS OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

Consisting of Twentj-three coloured Maps : with an Index of all the Names of Places, 
referrinD: to the Latitudes and Longitudes. By the late Dr. Butler, Bishop of Lichfield. 
New Edition, corrected. 8ro. 12t. half-bound. 

BUTLER.-A GENERAL ATLAS OF MODERN AND ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

Consisting of Forty-five coloured Maps, and copious Indices referring to the Latitudes and 
Longitudes. By the late Dr. Butler, Bishop of Uchfield. New Edition, from an entirely 
new and corrected set of Plates. 4to. 24b. half-bound. 

CABINET LAWYER (THE). 

A Popular Digest of the Laws of England, Civil and Criminal ; with a Dictionary of Law 
Terms, Maxims, Statutes, and Judicial Antiquities ; Correct Tables of Assessed Taxes, Stamp 
Duties, Excise Licences, and Post-Horse Duties; Post-Office Regulations, and Prison 
Discipline. Fourteenth Edition, enlarged, and corrected throughout, with the Legal 
Decisions and Statutes to Michaelmas Term, 10 and 11 Victoria. Fcap. 8to. 10«. 64. cloth. 

CALLCOTT.-A SCRIPTURE HERBAL: 

With upwards otl'20 Wood Engravings. By Lady Callcott. Square crown Sro. 1I.5«. cloth. 

CAREY.— THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTURE. 

By H. C. Carey, author of " The Principles of Pplitical Economy," etc. Svo. iNearty readjf. 

ConteuU,—l. Man and Land.— II. Man and Food.— III. Wealth.— IV. Wealth and Land. 
—V. ManandhisStandardof Value.— VI. Man and his Fellow Man.— VII. Man.— VIII. Man 
and his Helpmate.— IX. Man and his Family.— X. Concentration and CentralisKtion.— 
Xi. Colonisation.— XII. Ireland.— XIII. India.— XIV. Annexation.— XV. Civilisation.— 
The Future. 

CARTOONS.-THE PRIZE CARTOONS EXHIBITED IN WESTMINSTER- 

HAI^L, Published under the Sanction and Patronage of Her Majesty's Commis»ioners on 
the Fine Arts. Eleven lai^e folio Engravings, in a neat Portfolio,' 5/. &«. : Proofs before 
letters, 8f. 8«. 

CATLOW.-POPULAR CONCHOLOGY; 

Or, the Shell Cabinet arranged : being an Introduction to themodern System of Conchology; 
with a sketch of tlte Natural History of the Animals, an account of the Formation of the 
Shells, and a complete Descriptive List of the Families and Genera. By Agues Catlow. 
FoolscapSvo. with 312 Woodcuts, lOf. 6<f. cloth. 

CHALENOR.— WALTER GRAY, 

A Ballad, and other Poems. Br Mary Chalenor. 2d Edition, with Additions, including the 
Author's Poetical Remains. I>cap. 8vo. 6«. cloth. 

COCKS (C.)-BORDEAUX, ITS WINES, AND THE CLARET COUNTRY. 

By C. Cocks, B.L., Professor of the Living Languages iu the Royal Colleges of France; 
Translator of the Works of Michelet, Mignet, and Qiunet. Post 8vo. 8f . 6d. cloth. 

COLLEGIAN'S GUIDE (THE); 

Orj Recollections of College Days ; setting forth the Advantages and Temptations of a 
University Education . By the Rev. James Pycroft, M.A. Post Svo. iO«. 64. cloth. 

COLLIER (J. FAYNE.)-A BOOK OF ROXBURGHE BALLADS- 

Edited by John Payne Collier, Esq. Fcap. 4to. with Woodcuts, Sli. boards; morocco, 38t. 

COLTON— LACON ; OR, MANY THINGS IN FEW WORDS. 
By the Rev. C. C. Colton. New Edition, Svo. 12«. cloth. 

CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY. 

New Edition, improved. Foolscap dvo. with 22 Plates, 7«.6<(* cloth ; with coloured Plates, 12f. 

CONVERSATIONS ON MINERALOGY. 

With Plates, engraved by Mr. and Mrs. Lowry, from Original Drawings. Third Edition, 
enlarged. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. 14«. cloth. 

COOPER (THE REV. E.)--PRACTICAL AND FAMILIAR SERMONS, 

Designed for Parochial and Dome&tW lu&vtuctioa. By the Rev. Edward Cooper. New Edi- 
tions. 7voli. 12mo.l{.18t.\)oaxd». 
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COOPER (THE REV. E.)-SERMONS, 

Chiefly designed to elucidate some of tlie ieadingr Doctrines of the Gospel. Bj the Rev. Edward 
Cooper. New Editiou. 2 vols. ISmo. 10«. boards. 

COPLAND.—A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE; 

Comprising General Pathology, the Nature and Treatment of Diseases, Morbid Structures, 
and the Disorders especially incidental to Climates, to Sex, and to the different Epochs of 
Life, with numerous approved Formuls of the Medicines recommended. ByJames Copland^ 
M.D.. etc. etc. Vols. I. and II., 8vo. 'il. cloth ; and Parts 10 to 12, 48. 6d. each. 

COQUEREL.— CH RISTI AN ITY ; 

Its perfect adaptation to the Mental, Moral, and Spiritual Nature of Man. ByAthanase 
Coquerel, one of the Pastors of the French Protestant Church in Paris. Translated by the 
Rev. D. Davison, M.A. With an Introductory Notice of the State of the Protestant Church 
of France, written by tl^e Author for the English Edition. Post 8vo. 12f. cloth. 

COSTELLO (MISS).— THE ROSE GARDEN OF PERSIA. > 

A Series of Translations from the Penian Poets. By Louisa Stuart Costello, author 
of "Specimens of the Early Poetry of France." etc. Long 8vo. with 12 Illuminated 
Titles, and Borders printed in Colours, 18s. boaras} or 31$, 6d. morocco. 

COSTELLO (MISS) —FALLS, LAKES, AND FOUNTAINS OF NORTH 

WALES ; being a Pictorial Tour through the most interestins parts of the Country. By 
Louisa Stuart Costello, author of **Tbe Rose Garden of Persia,^' etc. Profusely illustrated 
with Views, from Original Sketches by D. H. M'Kewan, engraved on wood, and litho- 
graphed, by T. and E. Gilks. Square 8vo. with Map, 14«. cloth. 

COULTER.— ADVENTURES ON THE WESTERN COAST OF SOUTH 

AMERICA AND IN THE INTERIOR OF CALIFORNIA. Including a Narrative ol inci- 
dents at the Kingsmill Islands, New Ireland, New Britain, New Guinea, and other Islands 
in the Pacific Ocean. With an Account of the Natural Productions, and the Manners and 
Customs, in Peace and War, of the various Savage Tribes visited. By John Coulter, M.D. 
author of "Adventures in the Pacific." 2 vols, post 8vo. 16«. cloth. 

COULTER.— ADVENTURES IN THE PACIFIC; 

With Observations nn the Natural Productions, Manners and Customs of the Native a of the 
various Islands ; Remarks on the Missionaries, British and other Residents, etc. By John 
CoiUter, M.D. Post 8vo. 7f.6tf. cloth. 

COULTON— AN INQUIRY INTO THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE LETTERS 

OF JUNIUS. By David Trevena Cottlton. iln Mureh. 

CRESY (E.)-AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF CIVIL ENGINEERING, HISTORICAL, 

THEORETICAL, and PRACTICAL. Bv Edward Cresy, F.S.A. C.E. Illustrated by upwards 
of Three Thousand Engravings on Wood, explanatory of the Principles, Machinery, and Con- 
structions which come under the Direction of the Civil Engineer. One large Volume 
8vo. upwards of 1,600 pages, 3/. 13«. 6tf. cloth. 

CROCKER'S ELEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYING. 

Fifth Edition, corrected throughout, and considerably improved and modernised, bv 
T. G. Bunt, Land Surveyor, Bristol. To which are added, TABLES OF SIX-FIGURE 
LOGARITHMS, etc., superintended by Richard Farley, of the Nautical Almanac EsUblish- 
ment. Post 8vo. 12«. cloth. 

D'AGINCORT.— THE HISTORY OF*ART, 

By its Monuments, from its Decline in the Fourth Century to its Restoration in the Six- 
teenth. Translated from the French of Seroux D'Agincourt, by Owen Jones, architect. 
With 3,335 Subjects, engraved on 328 Plates. Vol. I. Architecture, 73 piates; vol. II. 
Sculpture, 61 plates; vol. HI. Painting, 204 plates. 3 vols, royal folio, 5/. 5s. sewed. 

DALE (THE REV. THOMAS). — THE DOMESTIC LITURGY AND 

FAMILY CHAPLAIN, in Two Parts: the First Part being Church Services adapted for 
Domestic Use, with Prayers for every Day of the Week, selected exclusively from the Book 
of Common Prayer. Part II. comprising an appropriate Sermon for every Sunday in the 
Year. By the Rev. Thomas Dale, M.A. Vicar of St. Pancraa. Post 4to. 21f. cloth: or, 
bound by Hayday, 31f . 6<f. calf lettered ; 50f . morocco. 

DAVY (SIR HUMPHRYJ.-ELEMENTS OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY 

in a Course of Lectures. By Sir Humphry Davy. With Notes by Dr. John Davy. 
New Edition. Svo.with 10 Plates, 15«. cloth. 

DE BURTIN.— A TREATISE ON THE KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO 

AMATEURS OF PICTURES. Translated and abridged from the French of M. Francis 
Xavier De Burtin, First Stipendiary Member of the Royal Academy o( BT-a'M«\»S.'&>2«A.^N--«Ai'^ 
of Sciences, etc. By Robert White, Esq. 8vo. w\x\L\vltt&VnX\oiv«t\1%.^<»^. 
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DE JAENISCH AND WALKER.-DE JAENISCH'S CHESS PRECEPTOR: 

A New Analysis of the Openings of Games. By C. F. De Jaenisch, of St. Petersbttrgh. 
Translated from the French, with copiouii Notes, by G. Walker, author of '* Chess Studies," 
and Tarious other Works on the Game of Chess. 8to. Ifis. cloth. 

DE LA BECHE.-REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF CORNWALL, DEVON, 

AND WESTSOMBRSET. By Henir T. De la Beche, F.R.S. etc., Director of the Ordnance 
Geological Surrey. Published br Order of the Lords Commissioners of H. M. Treasury. 
8to. ^th Maps, Woodcuts, and 12 large Plates, 14«.cloth. 

DE 8TRZELECKI (P. E.>-PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF NEW SOUTH 

WALES AND VAN DIEMAN'S LAND. Acrompanied by a Geological Map, Sections, 
and Diapams, and Figures of the Organic Remains. By P. E. De Strselecki. 8ro. with 
colouredMap and numerous Plates, 24«. cloth. 

DIBDIN (THE REV. T. F.>-THE SUNDAY LIBRARY s 

Containing nearly One hundred Sermons by eminent Divines. With Notes, etc. by the 
Rev. T. F. Dibdin, D.D. 6 toIb. foolscap 8to. with 6 Portraits, 30r. cloth ; neatly half-bound 
in morocco, with gilt edges, 21. 12$. 6d. 

DOUBLEDAY AND HEWIT80N»S BUTTERPLIES.-THE GENERA OF 

DIURNAL LEPIDOPTERA ; comprising their Generic Characters— a Notice of the HabiU 
and Transformations— and a Catalogue of the Species of each Genus. By Edward Double- 
day, Esq. F.L.S.etc, Assistant in tne Z^losical Department of the British Museum, im- 
perial 4to. uniform with Gray and Mitchell's Ornithology; illustrated with Jb coloured Plates, 
by W. C. Hewitson,£sq. Author of "British Oology." 

•«* PublMing In Monthly Part$, 6s. eadk; each Part eoHiUttng' of two coloured Ptateg^ with 
aeeompanfing Letter-prei*. To be completed in not emeeeding 40 Partly 17 of which are 
now ready, 

DRESDEN GALLERY— THE MOST CELEBRATED PICTURES OF THE 

ROYAL GALLERY at DRESDEN, drawn on Stone, from the Originals, by Frans 
Hanfstaengel t with DescriptiTC and Biographical Notices, ip French and German. Nos. I. 
to L., imperial folio, each containing a I'lates with accompanying Letter-press, price 
20«. to Subscribers; to Non -subscribers, 90f. Single Plates, 12f. each. 

«% To be completed in 10 more nvmbert, price 20*. each, to Subicribers : each number 

containing 4 Platet and Letterpreu. 

DUNLOP.— TRAVELS IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 

With a Journal of nearly Three Years* Residence in the Country. To which are added, a 
Sketch of the History of the Republic, and an Account of its Climate, Productions, Com- 
merce, etc. By Robert Glasgow Dunlop, Esq. Post ^o. with Map, 10s. 6if. cloth. 

DUNLOP (JOHN),-THE HISTORY OF FICTION: 

Being a Critical Account of the most celebrated Prose Works of Fiction, from the earliest 
Greek Romances to the NoTels of the Present Age. By John Dunlop. New Edition, com- 
plete in One Volume. Medium 8ro. \b$. cloth. 

EASTLAKE.— MATERIALS FOR A HISTORY OF OIL PAINTING. 

By Charles Lock Eastlake, Esq. R.A. F.R.S. F.S.A. SecreUry to the Royal Commission for 
Promoting the Fine Arts in connexion with the rebuilding of the Houses uf Parliament, etc. 
8to. 16«. cloth. ^ 

ECCLESTON (JAMES).— AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH ANTiQUfTIES. 

Intended as -a Companion to the History of England. By James Bccleston, B.A. Head 
Master of Sutton Coldfield Grammar School. 8vo. with numerous Engravings on Wood, 
81 f. cloth. 

ELLIOTSON.— HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY: 

With which is incorporated much of the Elementary Part of the "Institutiones Physiolo^c" 
of J. F. Blumenbacn, Professor in the University of Gottingen. By John Elliotson, M.D. 
Cantab. F.R.S. Fifth Edition, 8vo. with numerous Woodcuts, 2/. 2f. cloth. 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S GREEK CONCORDANCE OF THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT; being an attempt at a Verbal Connexion between the Greek and the English 
Texts ; incluoing a Concordance to the Proper Names, . with Indexes, Greek-English 
aud English'Greek. 2d Edition, carefully revised, irith a new Index, Greek and English. 
Royal 8vo. 42«. 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S HEBREW AND CHALDEE CONCORDANCE. OF 

THE OLD TESTAMENT; be'ms au attempt at a Verbal Connexion between the Original 
and the English Translations'. w\uiVu(iexea,aV\aVol \^« ^tk^«t Names and their occur- 
rence!, etc. etc. 2 vol8.r03a\850.ai.\%s.M.t\oV'^\\ai%t^w&%t,M.A\%.^4. 
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GARDINER.— SIGHTS IN ITALY: 

With some Aecoant of the Present State of Masic and the Slater Arts in that Coontrjr. B7 
William Gardiner, author of " Sacred Melodies," etc. ; Member of the Academy of St. 
Cecilia, Rome ; and of the Class of Fine Arts of the Institut Historique of France. Sro. with 
engraved Music, 16«. cloth. 

GASCOYNE— A NEW SOLUTION, IN PART, OF THE SEALS, TRUM- 
PETS, and other SYMBOLS of the RKVELATiON of ST. JOHN: beiuir an Attempt to 
KroTe that, as far as thej are fulfilled, they denote the Rise, Increase, and Maturity, of the 
[an of Sin, and the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ for his Destruction. BythfeRer. 
°R. Gascoyue, A.M. Micldeton, near Campden. Gloucestershire. ISmo. 5f . cloth. 



GERTRUDE. 

A Tale. By 

Exeter College, Oxford. New Edition. 2 rols. foolscap Sro. 9s. cloth. 



A Tale. By the author of *' Amy Herbert." Edited by the Rer. William Sewell, B.D., of 



GI660N.-HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN 

EMPIRE. A new Edition, in One Volume ; with nn Account of the Author's Life and 
Writings, by Alexander Chalmers, Esq. F.A.S. 8to. with Portrait, 18f. cloth. 

*«* An Edition in 8 vols. 8ro. 60f . board*. 

GOLDSMITH-THE POETICAL WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 

Illustrated by Wood Engravingrs, from Designs by Members of the Etching Club. Edited 
'y Bolton Corney, Esq. Square crown 8vo. "' " ~ 

loth; or 36s. bound in morocco, by Hay day. 



by Bolton Corney, Esq. Square crown 8vo., uniform with **Tbomion'a Seasons," 21f. 
do" 
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GOWER.— THE SCIENTIFIC PHENOMENA OF DOMESTIC LIFE FAMIUARLY 

EXPLAINED. By Charles Foote Gower. New Edition. Foolscap 8to. with EngraTingi 
on Wood, 5«. cloth. 

GRAHAM.-ENGLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION 

explained in a Series of Instructions and Examples. By G. F. Graham. New Edition, re- 
Tised and improved. Foolscap 8to. 6f. cloth. 

GRANT (MRS.)— LETTERS FROM THE MOUNTAINS. 

Being the Correspondence with her Friends, between the jevr* 1773 and 1803. By Mrs. 
Grant, of Laggan. 6th Edition. Edited, with Notes and Additions, by her Son, J. P. Grant, 
Esq. 2 vols, post 8to. 21f . cloth. 

GRANT (MRS., OF LAGGAN). — MEMOIR AND CORRESPONDENCE 

of the late Mrs. Grant, of Laggan, author of ** Letters from the Mountains," etc. Edited 
by her Son, J. P. Grant, Esq. New Edition. 3 vols, post 8to. Portrait, If. lis. 6d. cloth. 

GRAY (THOMAS).-CRAY'S ELEGY, 

Written in a Country Churchyard. Illuminated In the Missal style. By Owen Jones, 
Architect. Imp. Sro. 31«. 6<f. elegantly bound. 

GRAY AND MITCHELL'S ORNITHOLOGY.— THE GENERA OF BIRDS; 

Comprising their Generic Characters, a Notice of the Habits of each Genus, and an exten* 
aire List of Species, referred to their scTeral Genera. By George Robert Gray, Acad. Imp. 
Georg. .Florent. Soc. Corresp. Senior Assistant of the Zoological Department, British 
Museum : and author of the " List of the Genera of Birds," etc. Imperial 4to. illustrated 
with 350 Plates, by David William Mitchell, B.A. 

•»• Tn eourte of publication in Monthly Part$t 10*. 6d. eaeht each Part eoniiiting of Four 
coloured Plate* and Three plain^ with Letter-preu. The Work uill not etceed 50 Monthlf 
Parti f of which 44 have appeared, 

Qrder I.— Accipitres has been completed, and may be had separately. Imperial Sro. with 15 
coloured and 12 plain Plates, 21. 8s. boards. 

GRIMBLOT (P.)— LETTERS OF WILLIAM III. AND LOUIS XIV. AND OF 

THEIR MINISTERS. Illustrating the Domestic and Foreign Policy of England during 
the period which followed the Revolution of 1688. Extracted from the Archives of France 
and England, and from Family Papers. Edited by P. Grimblot. 8vo. [In April. 

*^* Amongtt other important and interettinfr tuhject*. thlt work will contain the whole 
of the diplomatic eorreipondenee relative to the Spanuh saeerHlon, etc. (1697—1702). 

GUTCH.— A LYTELL CESTE OF ROBIN HODE. 

With other Ancient andModert^ 'B«ilad« and Songs relative to this celebrated English 
Yeoman. To which ate ptefexei, \>\* HVaXorj. vQdiC\v««K.\At. Edited by J. M. Gutch, 
F.A.S. 2 Tola. Svo. wUli WooAcuXa>>'j ?."NN[ ,^*\x\vAx., ^ .K.^.,"»». tVuCiv. 
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GWILT.^AN ENCYCLOPiCDIA OF ARCHITECTURE; 

Historical, Theoretical, and Practical. By Josepli Gwilt, Esq., F.S.A. lUastrated with 
upwards of 1,000 EngraTings on Wood, from Designs by J. S. Gwilt. Svo. 2/. 12s. 6d. clotii. 

HALL.— MIDSUMMER EVEl 

A Fairy Tale of Love. By Mrs. S. C. Hall. Sqnare crown 8to. with nearly 300 Wood 
Engravings, 21f. cloth, gilt edges. 

.. ^?* The Wttttration$ from Denignt bii D. MneU$e, C. Stanfield, T. Cretwiek, E. M. Ward, 
«• SI'^^^'l ^' ^i/^-*» •'• N.PatoH, F. Goodall, T, Landteer, B. H. Wehnert, R. Hutkiuon, 
F. HT. Topham, K. Meaduw$, F. W, Fairholt, J. FraHklin, J. H. Weir, F. W. Hulme, J, 
LeeuHeuM, and T. B, Atacquoidt engraved bf Oreen, Dahiel, Baetint Linton, etc. 

HALL»S (SIDNEY) GENERAL LARGE LIBRARY ATLAS OF FIFTY- 

THREE MAPS (sixeao in. by 76 lu.) .with the DiTislons and Bonndaries carefully coloured i 
and an Alphabetical Index of all the Names contained in the Maps, with their Latitude 
and Longitude. An entirely New Edition , corrected throughout from the best and most 
recent Authorities ; with all the Railways laid down, and many of the Maps re-drawn and 
re-engrared. 

•»» FubliMhing In Monthlv Partt, of which 6 have appeared. To he completed 

in 14 Partn, price 6». eaea. 

HALSTED.— LIFE AND TIMES OF RICHARD THE THIRD, 

as Dulte of Gloucester and King of England t in which all the Charges against him are care- 
fully investiifRted and compared with the Statements of contemporary Authorities. By 
Caroline A. Ualsted. 2 vols. Svo. with Portrait and other Illustrations, 1/. 10s. cloth. 

HARRIS—THE HIGHLANDS OF /ETHIOPIA; 

Being the Account of Eighteen. Months' Residence of a British Embassy to the Christian 
Court of Shoa. By Major Sir W»C. Harris, author of • • Wild Sports in Southern Africa." 
etc. New Edition. 3 vols. Svo.with Map and Illustrations, 21. 2f. cloth. 

HAWBUCK GRANGE; 

Or, the Sporting Adventures of Thomas Scott, Esq. By the Author of •< Handley Cross ; or 
the Spa Hunt," "Jorrochs* Jaunts and Jollities," etc. Svo. with eight Illustrations, br 
Phiz , 12«. cloth. ' ' 

HAWKER.-INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUNG SPORTSMEN 

In all thatrelates to Guns and Shooting. By Uent. Col. P. Hawiser. 9th edition. corrected, 
enlarged, and improved, with EisUty-five Plates and Woodcuts, by Adlard and Brauston. 
from Drawings by C. Varley, Dicks, etc. Svo. 21f. cloth. 

HAYDON.-THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND JOURNALS OF THE LATE 
B. R. HAYDON, Historical Painter. [/„ preparation, 

HAYDON (B. R.)-LECTURES ON PAINTING AND DESIGN, 

Delivered at the London Institution, the Royal Institution, Albermarle Street, to the 
Umversityof Oxford, etc. By B. R. Haydon, Historical Painter. 2 vols. Svo. with Pro- 
traits of the Author and Sir David Wilkie, and numerous other Illustratluns, 24«. cloth. 

HINTS ON ETIQUETTE AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETY: 

with a Glance at Bad Habits. By AyotySc. ** Manners make the Man/' NewEdltlon, 
revised (with additions) by a Lady of Rank. Foolscap Svo. 2«. 6d. cloth. 

HISTORICAL CHARADES. 

By the Author of ** Letters from Madras." Foolscap Svo. 5«. cloth. 

" The title of this little volume iuffiriently erplains its object, which ie to eonvep to chll- 
dren a knowledge of hittory through the agreeable and amusing mode of • Charadet. ' It in a 
pleating manner of exciting the curiosity andjisinr the attention nf youth, by which means, 
whiht the^ derive entertainment from this agreeable tonrre, they also acquire muchvaluable 
information cunnected with the leading hittotical event$.**—Be\Vu Messenger. 

HISTORICAL PICTURES OF THE MIDDLE ACES, 

I n Black and White. Made on the spot, from Records In the Archives of Switzerland . By a 
Wandering Artist. 2 vols, post Svo. ISf . cloth. 

HOARE.— A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF A NEW METHOD OF 

PLANTING AND MANAGING THE ROOTS OF GRAPE VIN«&. ^^ ^V*.xs.^v^ Vw^*x*.^ "V 
author of ** A Treatise on the CultWatiou of t\ke Gt«.v« Wu« Qtt.^^«^'^^\«^* YI,\ba.V\.kS.. ^^ 



14 NEW WORKS AND NEW EPITIONS 

HOARE— A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CULTIVATION OF THE 
GRAPE VINE ON OPEN WALLS. B7 Clement Houe. New Edition. 8to. 7t. 6i(- cloth. 

H066ES.~THE COMPLETE WORKS OF THOMAS HOBBES, 

Of Malmeibiuy ; now firtt collected, and edited by Sir Willimm Molesworth, Bart. 16 roll. 
8to. 8/. cloth. 

%* Separately, the EnglUh IV9rh$, in 11 volt. hi. lOs.; the Latin fForlu, in 5 vols. 21. 10«. 
HOLLAND.— MEDICAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONS. 

By Henry Holland, M.D. F.R.S. etc. Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Physician 
Extraordinary to the Qneen, and physician in Ordinary to His Royal H ighness PrinceAlbert. 
New Edition. 8to. 18f. cloth. 

HOOK (DR. W. F.)-THE LAST DAYS OF OUR LORD'S MINISTRY; 

A Course of Lectures on the principal ETents of Passion Week. By Walter Farqnhar Hood, 
D.D., Vicar of Leeds, Prebendary of Lincoln, and Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. New 
Edition. Foolscap 8to. t$. cloth. 

HOOKER.— KEW GARDENS ; 

Or a Poptilar Guide to the Royal Botanic Gardens of Kew. By Sir William Jackson Hookeri 
K.H. D.C.L. F.R.A. & L.S. etc. etc. Director. New Edition. I6mo.witb numerous Wood 
EnpraTiogrs, If. sewed. 

HOOKER.— THE BRITISH FLORA. 

Tn 2 vols. ( Vol. I. eomprisine the PhKUoramous or Flowering Plants, and the Ferns. By Sir 
William Jackson Hooker, K.H. LL.D. F.R.A. and L.S. etc. etc. etc. New Edition, with 
Additions and Corrections ; and 1/3 Figures, illustrative of the Umbelliferous Plaints, the 
Composite Plants, the Grasses, and the Ferns. Vol. I . Sro., with 12 Plates, 14«. plain ; with 
the Plates coloured, 24«. cloth. 

Vol. II. in Two Parts, comprisingr the Crrptogamia and the Fnng^i, completingr the British 
Flora, and forming Vol. V., Parts 1 and 2, of Smith's English Flora, 24«. boards. 

HORNE (THE REV. T. H.)-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE CRITICAL 

STUDY AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. By the Rev. Thomas 
Hartwell Home, B.D. of St. John's College, Cambridge. New Edition, reTised and corrected . 
5 vols. 8to. with Maps and Fac-similes, 3/. %$. cloth i or 52. bound in calf by Hayday. 

HORNE (THE REV. T. H.)-A COMPENDIOUS INTRODUCTION TO THE 

STUDY OF THE BIBLE. By the Rct. Thomas Hartwell Home, B.D. of St. John's College, 
Cambridge. Being an Analysis of his "Introduction to the Critical Study and Knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures." New Edition. 12mo. with Maps and EngraTlngs, Ss. boards. 

HOWITT, (MARY).-BALLADS AND OTHER POEMS. 

By Mary Howitt. Square crown 8to. with a Portrait from a Picture by Miss Gillies, 
beautifully engraTed by W. H. Egleton, 18«. cloth ; Miorocco,3S«. (iomnd kp BaydagJ, 

HOWITT— THE CHILDREN'S YEAR. 

By Mary Howitt. With Four Illustrations, engraved by John Absolon, from Original 
Designs by Anna Mary Howitt. Square 16mo. b$. cloth. ' 

HOWIIT.— THE BOY'S COUNTRY BOOK: 

Being the real Life of a Country Boy, written by Himself; exhibiting all the Amusements, 
Pleasures, and Pursuits of Chiloren in the Country. Edited by William Howitt, author of 
" The Rural Life of England," etc. New Edition. Fcap. Sro. with 40 Woodcuts, 6«. cloth. 

HOWITT— VISITS TO REMARKABLE PLACES ; 

Old Halls, Battle>Fields, and Scenes illuatratiTe of Striking Passages in English Historrand 
Poetry. By WilUam Howitt. New EdlUon. Medium Sro. with 40mttstrations, 21t. doth. 

SECOND SERIES, chiefly in the Counties of DURHAM and NORTHUMBERLAND, with a 
Stroll along the BORDER. Medium 8to . with upwards of 40 highly-finished Woodcuts, from 
Dnwingn made on the spot, 7\t. clof^. 
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BLOOMFIELD.— THE GREEK TESTAMENT FOR COLLEGES AND 

SCHOOLS i with •borter Eafliih Notes, Criticml, Philoloffical, and ExpluAtOfj. Bj the 
Bev. S. T. Bloomfield, D.D. New Edition, enUrKed, with a New Map and an ludez. 
VooUcBp 8to. lOf. M. cloth. 

BLOOMFIELD.-. CREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON TO THE NEW 

TESTAMENT: eaperlallf adapted to the use of CoUefCs. and the HIrher CUmc* in Public 
Schools; bat alio intended aa a conTenieat Manual for Biblical Studmts la general. B7 
Dr. Bloomield. New Edition, improved. Foolscap 8to. 10«. M. cloth. 

B08ANQUET.-CHRONOLOGY OF THE TIMES OF DANIEL, EZRA, 

AND NKHRMIAH, considered with the vlewofeorrectinr an Error orTbirtj-threc Years 
In the received Chrooolo^ between the Capture of Jrrasalem bT.Neboehadaeszar and the 
Birth of Christ. Leading to an Kzplanatloo of the Propbecj ol the ScTcntf Weeks, the 
Rccorery of the lost Era of the Jubilee, and the Rectification of several Important Dales la 
Scrlptare Chrcmology. Bj J. Whatmaa Bosanquet, Esq. Part 1 . 8vo. 8f. M. cloth. 

BRANDE-A DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, AND ART; 

Comprising the History, Description, and Scientific Principles of every Branch of Human 
Knowledge ; with the Derivation and Definition of all the Terms in general use. Edited bj 
W.T. Braade,F.R.S.L.and E.; assisted bj Dr. J. Cauvin. 8vu. with AVoodcuts, 3/- cloth. 

BRAY (MRS.)— MRS. BRAY*S NOVELS AND ROMANCES, 

Revised and rorreeted bj Mrs. Brar. In 10 vols. fcap. 8vo., uniformly with the ** Stsndard 
Novels," with Frontispieces and Vignettet, S/. cloth ; orsepaiately fis.each vol. 

BUCKLER.— A HISTORY OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE ABBEY 

CHURCH of ST. ALBAN, with especial reference to the Norman Structure. By J. C. 
aad C. A. Buckler, Architects. Svo. with numerous lllustratious, 14i. cloth. 

BUDGE (J.HTHE PRACTICAL MINER'S GUIDE. 

Comprising a Set of IVignnometrical Tables adapted to all the purposes of Oblique or 
Diafonul, Vertical, Horlxontar, and Traverse Dialliitgt with their application to the Dial, 
B&rrclsc of Drifu, Lodes. Slides, Levelling, Inaccessible Distances, Heights, etc. By 
J. Budge. New Edition, enlarged. 8to. with Portrait, 12«. cloth. 

BULL—HINTS TO MOTHERS, 

For the Management of Health during the Period of Pregnancr and In the Lying-in Room ; 
with an Exposure of Popular Errors in connexion with those subjects. By Thomas Bull, M.D. 
New Edition, revised and considerably enlarged. Foolscap 8vo. /•• cloth. 

BULL.-THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN, 

la HEALTH and DISEASE. By Thomas Bull. M.D. Physicitn Accoucheur to the Finthury 
Midwifery Institution, etc. New Edition, revised and enlarged. FoolscapSvo. 7a. cloth. 

BUNSEN— THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE. 

A practical Explanation of the Correspondence with the Right Hon. William Gladstone, 
on the Gcrauui Church, Episcopacy, and Jeruaaiem. With a Pre face • Notes, and the cuiii- 
plcte Correspondence. By the Chevalier C. C. J. Bunstn. Ph.D., D C.L. Translated under 
the superintendence of and with additions by the Author. PostSvo. 0(. M. cloth. 

BURDER.-bRIENTAL CUSTOMS, 

Applied to the Illustration of the Sacred Scriptures. By Dr. Samuel Burder. New 
Editloa, with Additious. Foolscap 8vo. 8«. 6if. cloth. 

BURGER.— THE LEONORA OF BURGER. 

Tr»nslate«l by Julia M. Cameron. With Six large Illustrations, drawn on Wood by D. 
MacUte, R.A. engraved by John Thompson. Crown 4to. l&f. cloth. 



BURNS.— THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY 

Containing the Doctrines, Duties, Admonitions, and 
By John Bums, M.D. F.B.8. Cth Edition. Foolscap 



Containing the Doctrines, Duties, Admonitions, and Consolations of the Christiaa Religion. 
Bums, M.D. F.B.8. Cth Edition. Foolscap 8ro. 6a. M. cloth. 



BURNS- CHRISTIAN FRAGMENTS; 

Or, Remarks on the Nature, Precepts, aad Comforts of Religion. ByJoba Bams. M.D. 
F.R.S. Foolscap 8ve. is. cloth. 

BUTLER.~A SKETCH OF MODERN AND ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

Br Samuel Butler, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry V a&4 (^tcbl^xVi ^««jK 
Master of Shrewsbury School. New Edition, TexVa«4\»7 V\k« Kax^m'^^tou. %««.^.Nk*Mat^'^ 
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16 NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 

JEBB (BISHOP) AND KNOX (ALEXANDER).-THIRTY YEARS' COR- 

RBSPONDENCB between John Jebb, D.D.F.R.S., Bishop of Limerick, Aidfert, Agh»doe, 
and Alexander Kooz, Esq. M.R.I.A. Edited by the Rev. Cliarles Forster, B.D. Rector of 
Stiated, formerlj Domestic Chaplain to Bishop Jebb. New Edition. 2 vols. 8to. 28$. cloth. 

JEBB.-A LITERAL TRANSLATION OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS ; 

Intended to illustrate their Poetical and Moral Structure. To which are added, Disserta* 
tious on the word **Selah,"and on the Authorship, Order, Titles, and Poetical Features 
of the Psalms. By the Rer. John Jebb, A.M., Rector of Peterstow. 2 vols. 8vo. 21«. cloth. 



JEFFREY (L0RD).-CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

By Francis Jeffrey, no 
8 vols. 8vo. 42«. cloth. 



By Francis Jeffrey, now one of the Judges in the Court of Session in Scotland . New Edit. 

:1c " 



JOHNSON.— THE FARMER'S ENCYCLOPiCDIA, 

And DICTIONARY of RURAL AFFAIRS : embracing all the recent Discoveries in Agri* 
cultural Chemistry; adapted to the comprehension of unscientific Readers. By Cuthbert 
W. Johnson, Esq., F.R.S. Barrister-at-Law, Editor of the ''Farmers* Almanack," etc. 
8vo. with Wood Engravings, 2/. 10«. cloth. 

EIP.-THE CHRISTMAS HOLYDAYS IN ROME. 

By the Rev. W. Ingraham Kip, M.A. Edited by the Rev. W. Sewell, B.D. Fellow and 
Tutor of Exeter CoUege, Oxford. Foolscap 8vo. 5«. cloth. 

KIRBY AND SPENCE.— AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTOMOLOGY; 

Or, Elements of the Natural History of Insects: comprising an account of noxious and 
useful Insectfc, of their Metamorphoses, Food, Stratagems, Habitations, Societies, Motions, 
Noises, Hybernation, Instinct, etc. By W. Kirbv, M.A. F.R.S. & L.S. Rector of Bnrham; 
and W. Spence, Esq., F.R.S. &L.8. New Edition, enlarged. 2 vols. Svo.Sls. 6rf. cloth. 

KNOX (ALEXANDER). — REMAINS OF ALEXANDER KNOX, ESQ. 

Of Dublin, M.R.I.A. ; contdning Essays, chiefly explanatory, of Christian ffbctrine; and 
Confidential Letters, with Private Papers, illustrative of the writer's Character, Sentiments, 
and Life. New Edition. 4 vols. 8vo.2/.8«. cloth. 

LAING.— THE CHRONICLE OF THE KINGS OF NORWAY, 

From the Earliest Period of the History of the Northern Sea Kings to the Middle of the 
Twelfth Century t commonly called the Heimskringla. Translated from the Icelandic of 
Snorro Sturleson, withNotes, and a Preliminary Discourse, by Samnel Laing, Esq. 3 vols. 
8vo. 3$f. cloth. 

LAING.-A TOUR IN SWEDEN 

In 1838 ; comprising Observations on the Moral, Political,and Economical State of the Swedish 
Nation. By Samuel Laing, Esq. 8vo. 12*. cloth. 

LANE (R. I.)-UFE AT THE WATER CURE : 

Or, a Month at Malvern. A Diary of Facts and Fancies. To which is added the Sequel. 
By Richard J. Lane, A.R.A.. Lithographer in Ordinary to Her Majesty and His Royal High- 
ness Prince Albert. Post 8vo. with manylllustrations, 14«. cloth. 

LANETON PARSONAGE : 

A Tale for Children, on the practical use of a portion of the Church Catechism. By the 
author of " Amy Herbert," and •'Gertrude." Edited by the Rev. W. Sewell, B.D. New 
Edition. Parts I. and II. fca'p. 8vo. 5<. each, cloth. 

LANG.— COOKSLAND IN NORTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA ; 

Or, the Future Cotton Field of Great Britain: its Characteristics and Capabilities for 
European Colonization, with a Disquisition on the Origin, Manners, and Customs of the 
Aborigines. By J. D. Lang, D.D. 12mo. with seven Plates and Map, 7«. 6tf. cloth. 

LANG.— PHILLIPSLAND; 

Or, the Country hitherto designated Port Phillip : its present Condition and Prospects as a 
highly eligible Field for Emigration. By John Dunmore Laiig, D.D., M. A., Member of the 
Legislative Couucll of New South Wales. l2mo. with four Plates and two Maps, 7s. 64. 
cioth. 
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COOPER (THE REV. E.)-SERMONS, 

Chleflfdeslfped toelncidftte someof the leading Doctrines of the Gospel. Bj the Rer. Edward 
Cooper. New Edition. 3 vols. 12mo. 10*. boards. 

COPLAND.— A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE; 

Comprising: General PatholO|r7« the Nature and Treatment of Diseases, Morbid Structnres, 
and the Disorders espcdallj Incidental to Climates, to Sex, and to the different Epochs of 
Life, with nomeroos approved Pormola of the Medicines recommended. By James Copland^ 
M J>.. etc. etc. Vols. 1. and II., 8to. 31. cloth t and Parts lU to 12, 4j. 6i. each. 

COQUEREL.— CHRISTIANITY ; 

Its perfect adaptation to the Mental, Moral, and Spiritual Nature of Man. Bjr Athanase 
Co4)nerel, one of the Pastors of the French Protestant Church in Paris. TransUted by the 
Rev. D. Davison, M.A. With an Introductory Notice of the State of the Protestant Church 
of France, written by tl^e Author for the English Edition. Post 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

COSTELLO (MISS).^THE ROSE GARDEN OF PERSIA. 

A Series of Translations from the Penian Poets. By Louisa Stuart Costello, author 
of •'Specimens of the Early Poetry of France." etc. Long 8vo. with 12 Illuminated 
Titles, and Borders printed in Colours, 18s. boards i or 3If. 6d. morocco. 

COSTELLO (MISS) —FALLS, LAKES, AND ftlOUNTAINS OF NORTH 

WALES: beinir a Pictorial Tour through the most interesting parts of the Country. By 
Louisa Stuart Costello, author of ••The Rose Garden of Persia,^' etc. Profusely illustrated 
with Views, from Uriginal Slietches by D. H. M*Kewan, engraved on wood, and litho- 
graphed, by T. and E. Gillts. Square 8vo. with Map, lis. cloth. 

COULTER.-ADVENTURES ON THE WESTERN COAST OF SOUTH 

AMERICA AND IN THE INTERIOR OF CAUtOHNlA. Including a Narrative ol lucU 
dents at the Kingamill Islands, New Ireland, New Britain, New Guinea, and other Islands 
in the Pacific Ocean. With an Account of the Natural Productions, and the Manners and 
Customs, in Peace and War, of the various Savage Tribes visited. By John Coulter, M.D. 
author of •' Adventures In the Pacific." 8 vols, post 8vo . IS*, cloth. 

COULTER.-ADVENTURES IN THE PACIFIC; 

With Observations nn the Naturd Productions, Manners and Customs of the Natives of the 
various Islands ; Remarks on the Missionaries, British and other Rcsidenu, etc. By John 
Coulter, M.D. Post 8vo. 7«.M. cloth. 

COULTON— AN INQUIRY INTO THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE LETTERS 

OF J UNI US. By David Trevena Coulton. [/n If arcA . 

CRESY (E.)-AN ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CIVIL ENCMEERINC, HISTORICAL, 

THEORETICAL, and PRACTICAL. Br Edward Cresy, F.S.A. C.E. Illustrated by upwards 
of Three Thousand Engravings on Wooa, explanatory of the Principles, Machinery, and Con- 
structions which come under the Direction of the Civil Engineer. One large Volume 
8vo. upwards of 1,600 pag^s, S/. 13s. id. cloth. 

CROCKER'S ELEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYING. 

Fifth Edition, corrected throughout, and considerably improved and modernised, br 
T. G. Bunt, Land Surveyor. Bristol. To which are added, TABLES OF SIX-FIGURE 
LOGARITHMS, etc., superintended by Richard Farley,of the Nautical Almanae EsUblish. 
mcnt. Post 8vo. 12f. cloth. 

D*AGINCORT.-THE HISTORY OF*ART, 

By Its Monuments, from Its Decline in the Fourth Century to its Restoration In the Sis- 
tcenth. Translated from the French of Serous D*Agincoort, by Owen Jones, architect. 
With 3,33i Subjects, engraved on 828 Plates. Vol. I. Architecture, 73 plates i vol. II. 
Sculpture, 61 plates; vol. 111. Painting, 204 plates. 3 vols, royal folio, &/. &s. sewed. 

DALE (THE REV. THOMAS).— THE DOMESTIC LITURGY AND 

FAMILY CHAPLAIN, in Two Parts: the First Part being Church Services adapted for 
Domestic Use, with Prayers for every Day of the Week, selected exclusively from the Book 
of Common Prayer. Part 1 1, comprising an appropriate Sermon for every Sunday in the 
Year. By the Rev. Thomas Dale, M.A. Vicar of St. Pancraa. Post 4to. 21f. cloth i or, 
bound by Hayday,31f. M. calf lettered ; 60*. morocco. 

DAVY (SIR HUMPHRY).-ELEMENTS OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY 

In a Coarse of Lectures. By Sir Humphry Davy. With Notes by Dr. John Davy. 
New RdltioB. 8vo. with 10 Plates, 16t. doth. 

DE BURTIN.— A TREATISE ON THE KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY TO 

AMATEURS OF PICTURES. Translated and abridged from the French of M. F^n^ 
Xnvler De Bnrtin, First Stipendiary Member of the Roval Academy of Brusacla lu tJh!a<~ ^ 
of Scieaoes, etc. By Robert White, Esq. 8vo.wltkl\\u)i!tn!£io&«,\^.c\Q>^. 



18 NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 

. , — . 1 

LATHAM.-ON DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

Lectures on Subjects connected with Cltniral Medicine ; comprisinff Diseases of the Heart. 
By P. M. I^thnm, M.D. Phrtician Extraordinary to the Queen ; and late Physician to St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital. New Edition. S vols. 13mo. 16s. cloth. 

L. E. L.— THE POETICAL WORKS OF LETITIA ELIZABETH LANDON. 

New Edition. 4 vols, foolscap 8to. with Illustrations by Howard, etc. 28«. cloth ; or bound 
in morocco* with gilt edges, 21. A», 

The following Works separately i — 
The IMPROVISATRICK - - lOs.M. I The GOLDEN VIOLET - - - lOt.M. 
The VENETIAN BRACELET- I0t.64f. | The TROUBADOUR - - • -lOs.M. 

LEE.— TAXIDERMY; 

Or. the Art of Collecting, Preparing, an^ Mounting Objects of Natural History. For the use 
of Museums and Trarellers. Bv Mrs.R.Tjee. New Edition, improved; with mi account of a 
Visit to Walton Hall, and Mr. Waterton's Method of Preserving Animals. Fci^. 8to. with 
Woodcuts, 7t. 

LEE.-ELEIVIENTS OF NATURAL HISTORY, 

For the Use of Schools and Young Persons: comprising the Principles of Classification, 
interspersed with amusin^r and instructiTe Accounts of the most remarkable Animals. Br 
Mrs. R. Lee. 12mo. with 55 Woodcuts, 7f. (M. bound. 

LEMPRIERE.— A CLASSICAL DICTIONARY; 

Contidntng a copious Account of all the Proper Names mentioned in Ancient Authors ; with 
the Value of Coins, Weights, and Measures, used amongst the Greeks and Romans; and a 
Chronological Table. By T. Lempri^re, D.D. New Edition, corrected. 8to. 9j. clotb. 

I 

LESLIE (C.R.).-MEIVIOIRS OF THE LIFE OF JOHN CONSTABLE, ESQ. 

R. A. Composed chiefly of his Letters. By C. R. Leslie, R. A. Second Edition, with farther 
Extracts from his Correspondence. Small 4to. with two Portnuts fone from a new Sketch, 
by Mr. Leslie,) and a plate of*' Spring," engraved by Lucas, 21«. cloth. 

LETTERS TO MY UNKNOWN FRIENDS. 

By a Lady. New Edition. Foolaci^ii 8vo. 6«. 6rf. cloth. 

LINDLEY.— INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY. 

By Prof. J. Lindley, Ph.D. F.R.S. L.S. etc. New Edition, with Corrections and considerable 
Additions. 8vo. with Six Plates and numerous Woodcuts, 18«. cloth. 

LINDLEY.— A SYNOPSIS OF THE BRITISH FLORA, 

Arranged according to the Natural Orders. By Professor John Lindley, Ph. D., F.R.S.,etc. 
New Edition, with numerous Additions and Improvements. 12mo. iO«. M. cloth. 

LINDLEY.— THE THEORY OF HORTKJULTURE ; 

Or, an Attempt to Explain the Principal Operations of Gardening upon Physiological Prin- 
ciples. By John Undley, Ph.D. F.R.S. 8vo. with Illustrations on Wood, 12«. cloth. 

LINDLEY.-CUIDE TO THE ORCHARD AND KITCHEN GARDEN; 

Or, an Account of the most valuable Fruits and Vegetables cultivated in Great Britain : with 
KaJendars of the Work required in the Orchard and Kitchen Garden during every Mouth in 
the Year. By George Lindiey, C.M.H.S. Edited by Prof essor Lindley. 8vo. 16f. boards. 

LINWOOD (W.)— ANTHOLOCIA OXONiENSIS ; 

Sive, Florilegium e lusibus poeticis diversorura Oxoniensium Graeeis et Latinii decerptum. 
Curante Gulielmo Linwood, M.A. .£dis Christi Alummo. 8vo. I4». cloth. 

LOUDON (MRS.)-THE AMATEUR GARDENER'S CALENDAR; 

Being a Monthly Guide, as to what should be avoided as well as what should be done in a 
Garden in each Mouth : with plain Rulej Aow to do what is requisite ; Directions for laying 
out and planting Kitchen and Flower Gardens, Pleasure Grounds, and Shrubberies; and a 
short account, in each Month, of the Quadrupeds, Birds, and Insects, then most injurious to 
Gardens. By Mrs. Loudon. 16mo. with numerous Wood Engravings, T», 6d. cloth. 

LOUDON (MRS.)-THE LADY'S COUNTRY COMPANION; 

Or How to Enjoy a Country I.Ue^»X\oT«S\7. '^^^Ta.lAudon, author of ** Gardening for 
Ladlea,"etc. NewEdtUon. ¥oo\»c«ipavo.,'«\V\i.«\%Xft%5i^"^w>««»x.v1*.W. cloth. 
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IERA.~A HAND-BOOK OF ANGLING ; 

ling Fir FuUflff, Trolling, Bottom FUhinf . and Salmon Plshlnc. With the Natnral 
Tj of KiTer Fiah, and the best Modes of Catching them. Bj Ephemera (of UelV$ 
n L9n4»n). Foolscap 8ro. with Wood £ngraTing8, 9«. doth. 

*«.— TRAVELS IN SIBERIA i 

ling Excontons Northwards, down the Obi, to the Polar Circle, and Southwards, 
Clunese Frontier. ByAdolph Brman. Edited and Translated under the superinttud' 
>f W. U. Coolej, Esq. author of "The History of Maritime and Inland Discovery i" 
ator and editor of Dr. Parrot's "Joorney to Ararat," etc. 3 vols. 8to. with Map. 

{Ju»t readf, 

LE.— MESMERISM IN INDIA; 

ila Practical Application iu Surgery and Medicine. By Junes Esdallc, M.D. CItU 
ant-Snrgeon, fi.I.C.tt. Bengal. Fcap. 8vo. 6«. U. cloth. 

.-THE SUGAR PLANTER'S MANUAL; 

a Treatise oa the Art of obtaining Sugar from the Sugar Cane. By W. J. Evans, M.D. 
I. cloth. 

—A TREATISE ON THE STEAM-ENGINE, 

■ical. Practical, and Descrlptire. By John Farey, Bngineer. 4to. Ulnstrated by 
■oos Woodcuts, and 26 Copper-plates, it. i$. In boards. 

SSON (DR. WILUAMX-NOTES AND RECOLLECTIONS OF A 

ESSIONAL MFB. Br the late William Ferrnsson, Esq. M.D. Inspector General of 
ry Hospitals, and iate of Windsor. Edited by his Son, James Fergnason. »ro. 7». M. 

)Y (LADY).— SCRIPTURAL CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 
ILES AND HIS MOTHER. By Lady Charles Fitxroy. Foolscap Sro. 4«.M. cloth. 

lER.— STUDIES OF SHAKESPEARE 

Plays of King John, Cymbellne, Macbeth, As Yon Like It. Much Ado about Nothing. 
> and Juliet; with Obsenrations on the Criticism and the Acting of those Plays. Br 
t Fletcher, author of Historical and Critical Essays entitled *• iieloise and Abelard," 
In Hood," "Hampton Court," etc. Post 8vo. Ids. M. cloth. 

RS AND THEIR KINDRED THOUGHTS; 

ies of Stanzas— On Hope, Innocence, Modesty, Cliildhood, Humility, Joy, Love, 
sney. Fascination, Timidity, Fine T^ate, Thoughts, Recollection, and Friendship. Br 
Anne Bacon. Illustrated by the Snowdrop, Pnurose, Violet, Harebell and Pimpernel, 
rthe Valley, Hawthorn, Rose, Hooeysocitlc,Camation,Convolvolus, Fuchsia, Pansy, 
i-m«-not. and Hoily ; designed and printed In Colours by Owen Jones. Imperial 8vo. 
I, elegantly bound. 

m (REV. C.)-THE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF ARABIA; 

e Patriarchal F.videncea of Revealed Religion. A Memoir, with Illustrative Maps and 
l>endiz, containing Translations, with an Alphabet and Glossary of the Haniyatitic 
itions recently discovered in Hadramaut. By the Rev. Charles Fortter. B.D., Rector of 
1, Essex , author of ' * Mahometanism Unveiled." 2 vols. 8vo. 9U«. cloth. 

;R (REV. O-THE LIFE OF JOHN JEBB, D.D. F.R.S. 

ishop of limerick. With a Selection from his Letters. By the Rev. Charles Forster,B.D., 

of Stisted, Essex, and one of the Six Preachers in the Cathedral of Christ, Canterbnrr, 

ly Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop. New Edition, ^o. with Portrait, etc. 16«. cloth. 

8.-NOTES FROM A JOURNAL KEPT IN ITALY AND SICILY 

the years 1S44, lS45,and 1H46. By J. G. Fraocis.B.A. 8vo. with Bight Lithographic 
ttlons, from Drawings by the Author, lit. cloth. 

flUS.— A MANUAL OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. 

C.R. FresenluB, Professor of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy, Wiesbaden ; late 
mt in the Laboratory of Giesseu. Translated from the German. [In Ike pr«»». 

OXFORD TO ROME : AND, HOW IT FARED WITH SOME WHO 
LY MADE THE JOURNEY. By a Companion Tc»t«Uet. li^'n^AWK^ku, -««*««*. ^^ 
ted. Fcp. Sro. wHb Frontispiece, 6». cloik. 
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LOW.-ON THE DOMESTICATED ANIMALS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

Comprebendinff the Natural and Economical History of the Species and Breeds; Illustrations 
of the Properties of External Form ; and Observations on the Principles and Practice of 
Breeding. By David Low, Esq., K.R.SB., Professor of Agriculture in the UniversitT of 
Edinburirh, etc.; author of '* Elements of Practical Agriculture," etc. 8to. with Engravings 
on Wooa,ii&f. cloth. 

LOW.— THE BREEDS OF THE DOMESTICATED ANIMALS OF GREAT 

BRITAIN described. Bf David Low, Ksq. F.R.S.E., Professorof Agricnitnre in the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, etc. The Plates from drawings by W. Nicholson, K.S.A.; reduced 
from a Series or Oil Paintings, executed for the Agricultural Museum of the University of 
Edinburgh, by W. Shiels, R.S.A. 3 vols, atlas quarto, with 66 Plates of Animals, beautifully 
coloured after Nature » 16/. 16«. half-bound in morocco. 

Or in four separate portions, as foUowt — 



The OX. 1 Vol. With S3 Plates, price (U. 

16$. M. half-bound morocco. 
The SHEEP. I Vol. With 21 Plates, price 

61. 16«.64. half-bound morocco. 



The HORSE. I Vol. With 8 Plates, price 

31. half-bound morocco. 
TheHOO. 1 Vol. With 5 Plates, price 2/. 3i. 

half bound morocco. 



LOW.— ELEMENTS OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE; 

Comprehendingthe Cultivation of Plants, the Husbandry of the Domestic Animals, and the 
Economy of the Farm. Ely David Low, Esq. F.R.S.E., Professor of Agriculture in the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. New Edition. 8vo. with an entirely new set of above 200 Wood- 
cuts, 21t. cloth. 

MACAULAY.-CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS CONTRIBUTED TO 

THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. By the Right Hon. Thomas Babington Macaulay, H.*^' 
4th Edition. Svols. 8vo.36«.9loth. 

MACAULAY.— LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. 

With •* Ivry " and "The Armada." By the Right Honorable Thomas Babington Macaiilay, 
M.P. New Edition. 16mo. 4«. 6<f . cloth; morocco, 10s. 6d. (bf Hagdag). 

MACAULAY.— MR. MACAULAY 'S LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. 

A New Edition. With numerous Illustrations, Original and from the Antique, drawn on 
Wood by George Scharf, jun. ; and engraved by Samuel Williams. Fcp. 4to. 21«. boards; 
morocco, 42«. {bound by Hagdag) . 

MACKAY (CHARLE8).~THE SCENERY AND POETRY OF THE ENGLISH 

LAKES: a Summer Ramble. By Charles Mackay, Esq. LL.D. author of ** Legends of the 
Isles," "The Salamandrine," *"rlie Thames and Its Tributaries," etc. Sro. with beautiful 
Wood Bngrarings from Original Slietches, I4«. cloth. 

MACKINTOSH (SIR JAMES).— THE LIFE OF SIR THOMAS MORE. 
By the Right Hon. Sir James Maclcintoih. Reprinted from the Cabinet Cyclopedia. 
Foolscap Svo. with Portrait, 6«. cloth ; or bound In vellum, 8*. 

MACKINTOSH'S (SIR JAMES) MISCELLANEOUS WORKS; 

Including his Contributions to The EDINBURGH REVIEW. Edited by Robert James 
Mackintosh, Esq. 3 vols. Svo. 42f. cloth. 

M'CULLOCH.-A DICTIONARY, GEOGRAPHICAL, STATISTICAL, AND 

HISTORICAL, of the various Countries, Places, and Principal Natural Objects in the World. 
By J. R. M'Culloch, Esq. A new Edition. 2 vols. Svo. with Six large Maps, 4/. cloth. 

*.* Theimv Artiele§ are printed Mepnratelg at a Supplement to the former Edition. They 
eompri$e afull neeount of the pregent $tate of the United Kingdom^ the Oregon Territorgt 
etc. Svo. 6t. sewed. 

M'CULLOCH.— A DICTIONARY, PRACTICAL, THEORETICAL, AND 

HISTORICAL, OF COMMERCE, AND COMMERCIAL NAVIGATION. By J. R. 
M'Culloch, Esq. A New Edition, corrected, enlarged, and improved. Svo. with Maps and 
Plans, 50f.. doth; or 56«. strongly half-bound in rubsia. 

A SUPPLEMENT to the Editions published in 1844 and 1846 mmg be had separately ^ 
price 4s. 6d. tewed. 

M'CULLOCH.— A TREATISE ON THE SUCCESSION TO PROPERTY 

VACANT BY DEATH; \nc\ud\ns ^^<V°^^«« vulo the influrnreof Primog^eniture, EnuiU, 
the Law of Compulsuty Pan'ttVoQ,¥o\md«X\ott!ikt«.\c. v^^tt v\a Vuhlic Interests. By J. B- 
M*Cnlloch, Esq. Svo. 6<. M. elot^i. . 

Stk': ,,,,.,.. I f 
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M'CULLOCH (J. R.)-AN ACCOUNT, DESCRIPTIVE, AND STATISTICAL, 

ofth* BRITISH EMPIRE; exhibiUnffiU Extent, PhyticalCaiwcitiei, PopnUrion. Indiutry, 
»Dd Civil and HeUffloiu IntUtiationa. B; J. R. M'Culloch, Baq. ttd Editiou, corrcctcU, 
eabiYed, and greMUj Inprored. 2 thick Tola. 8to. 43f . cloth. 

M*CULLOCH.-THE LITERATURE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY; 

BdBf » Clawifitd Cattloipie of the principal ll^orits in th* different departuenta of Political 
Kconomj, Intenpcned with Hiatorical, Critical, and Blographleal Notices. B7 J. U. 
M'Cviloch, Eaq. flvo. lit. cloth. 

M'CULLOCH.—A TREATBE ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL 

INFLUi^NCE OF TAXATION ANU TUB FUNDING SYiTrEM. ByJ.R. M'CnUoch, 
Eaq. 8to- lOi. cloth. 

MAITLAND (DR. CHARLES).— THE CHURCH IN THE CATACOMBS: 

A Ueaeription of the Primitive Chnrch of Rome, iiluatrated bj Ita Sepnlchral Remaina. 
Br Charles Maitland, M.D. New Edition, revised. 8vu. with unmeroas Engravings on Wood. 
14a. cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON CHEMISTRY; 

In which the Elements of thatttdence are famillarlj Explained andlilnatrnted hj Expert* 
menu. By Mrs. Marcet. New Edition, correct«d. 3 vols, foolscap 8vo. 14f. rloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON NATURAL PHILOSOPHY ; 

In which the Elements of that Science are famillarlv rxplaiaed, and adapted to the compre- 
hension of Young Peraona. By Mrs. Marcet. New kdiUon, enlarged and corrected. Fcap. 
8vo. with 33 Plates, 10s. M. cloth. 

MARCET.--CONVERSATIONS ON POLITICAL ECONOMY; 

In which the Elements of that Science arc familiarly explained. By Mrs. Marcet. New 
Edition, revised and enlarged. Foolsc^ 8vo. Jt. M. dotn. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY; 

Comprehending the Klemcntaof Bouny, with their application to Agricaltore. By Mrs. 
Marcet. New Edition. Foolscap 8vo. with Fonr Plates, 9$, cloth. 

MARCET.-CONVERSATIONS ON LAND AND WATER. 

By Mrs. Marcet. New Edition revised and corrected. Foolscap 9vo. with coloured Map 
shewing the comparative Altitude of Mountains, is. 8d. cloth. 

MARGARET PERCIVAL. 

By the Author of *' Amy Herbert.** Edited br the Ber. W. Scwcll, B.D., Fellow sndTutor 
of Bxcur CoUef e, Oxford. New Edition. 3 vols, foolscap 8vo. 12«. cloth. 

MARRYAT.— BORNEO AND THE EAST INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO. 

By Francis S. Marryat, late Midshipman of H.M.S. Samarang, Surveying Vessel, With 
many Drawings of Costume and t»cenery, from Original Sltetchei made on the spot by Mr. 
Marryat. Imperial 8vo. with numerous lithographic Plates and Wood Engravings, Kl'i . M. 
cloth. 

MARRYAT (CAPT.)-MASTERMAN READY; 

Or, the Wrrch of the Pacific. Written for Young People. By Captain Marryat, C.B. author 
of **PcterSimple,''etc. S vols. fcap. 8ro. with numerous Engvmvings on Wood,2ia.tid. cloth. 

MARRYAT.— THE PRIVATEER'S- MAN ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 

By Captain F. Marryat, C.B. author of " Peter Simple,** '< Masteraan Ready," etc. 8 vols. 
fcap. 8vo. 13«. cloth. 

MARRYAT.— THE MISSION: 

Or, Scenes in Africa. Written for Young People. By Captain Marryat. C.B., aathor of 
'* Peter Simple," ** Masteraan Ready," etc. 3 vols. fcap. »ro. 13s. cloth. 

MARRYAT.— THE SETTLERS IN CANAD/\. 

Written for Young People. Bv Captain Marryat, C.B. author of •'Peter Simple," 
'* Masterman Roady,** etc. New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. with two Illustrations, 7t. M. cloth. 

MATTEUCCI.- LECTURES ON THE PHYSICAL PH<£NOMENA OF 

LIVING BEINGS. By Sigtior Carlo Mattenccl. Professor of ike UtlVvv^W^ ^V*^ 
Translated under the aupevintendrncc of 3. PercVra, UJD. ¥.^.'ak.^«Ve»-"^^^^«»'^ 
Royal Medical and ChJrnrgical Society. 13mo.9s. c\<A'k. ^ 
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MAUNDER.— THE TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE, 

And LIBRARY of REFERENCB. By Samuel Maunder. New Edition, rerised throngliout 
and eular|{ed. Foolscap 8to. 10c. clotli ; boond in roan, 12«. 

•»• The principal eontenti •/ the prf tent new and thoroughly revised edition o/** The Tren- 
turw of Knowledge," ate— a new and enlarged Bnglith Dictionarf, with a Grammar, Verbal 
Diitinetiontt and Bteertiiett anew Universal Gasetteer t a compendious Clatticat Dtctienarft 
an Analysis of Historv and Chronology t a Dictionary of Law Terms t « >*««• Synopsis of the 
British PeertigOf ana various nsefml tabular Addenda* 

MAUNDER.-.THE SCIENTinC AND UTERARY TREASURY : 

A New and Popular Eocyclopsdia of Science and tlie Belies Lettres; inclndincall Branches 
of Science, and erery Subject connected with Literature and Art. The whole written in s 
familiar style, adapted to the comprehension of all persons desirous of acquiring^ information 
on the subjects comprised in the work, and also adapted for a Manual of convenient Refer- 
ence to the more instructed. By Samuel Maunder. New Edition. Fcap.Sro.lOs. cloth} bound 
In roan. 12>. 

MAUNDER.-THE BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY 8 

Conslstinr of Memoirs, Sketches, and brief Notices of aboTe 12,000 Eminent Perions of all 
Aires and Nations, from the Earliest Period of History ; forminqr a new and complete Die* 
tionary of Universal Biogrraphy. By Samuel Maunder. New Edition, revised throughout; 
with a copious Supplement. Foolscap 8to. lOs. cloth ; bound in roan, 12*. 

MAUNDER.— THE TREASURY OF HISTORY; 

Comprising a General Introductory Outline of Universal History, Ancient and Modem, and 
a Series of separate Histories of every principal Nation that ezlsta ; developiuji^ their Rise, 
Progress, and Present Condition, tne Moral and Social Character of their respective 
I nhabitants, their Relijgion, Manners, and Customs, etc« etc. By Samuel Maunder. New Edit. 
Fcap. 8vo. 10«. doth; bound in roan, 13«. 

MAUNDER.-THE TREASURY OF NATURAL HISTORY; 

Or, a Popular Dictionary of Animated Nature: in which Zootocical Characteristics that 
diHtinguish the different Classes, Genera, and Species will be found, combined with a variety 
of interestini; Information illustrative of the Habits, Instincts, and General Economy of 
the Animal Kingdom. By Samnel Maunder. Fep. 8vo. uniform with Mr. Maunder's other 
four Treasuries; and em'bellished with Eight Hundred accurate Engravinga on Wood, ex- 
pressly designed fbr this work, o [In April. 

*»* Mr. Maunder has also in a state of considerable forwardness *.*The Treasury of 
Geography," the particulars of which will be shortly announced. 

MEMOIRS OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

And of the Museum of Economic Geology in London. Published by order of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty^s Treasury. Vol. I. Royal 8vo. with Woodcuts and 9 Plates, 
(seven coloured), 2U. cloth. 

MILES fW.)— THE HORSE'S FOOT, 

And How to Keep It Sound. By William Miles, Esq. New Edition, with an Appendix on 
Shoeing in General, and Hunters in Particular. Imperial 8vo. with Engravings, 9«. cloth.— 
The Appendix separately, price 2«. 6d. 

*•* Foitr casts or modi-ls ofShrtes may he had, displaying: the different hinds of Shoeinif, 
price 3«. each; or lOt. 6rf. the set.— No. I. Shod for General Purposes.— No. 2. Shod for 
Hunting. —No. Z. Shod with Leather.— No. 4. Foot prepared for Saoeing. 

MILNER (REVV. J. AND I.)— THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF 

CHRIST. By the Rev. Joseph Milner, A.M. With Additions and Cotrections by the late 
Rev. Isaac Milner, D.D. F.R.S. A New Edition, revised, with additional Notes, by the Rev. 
Thomas Grantham, B.D., Chaplain to the Bishop of Kildare. 4 vols. 8vo. 52f. cloth. 

MIRACLES OF OUR LORD. 




bound in morocco, in the missal style, 30s. 



MITCHLLL.-JOURNAL OF AN EXPEDITION INTO T«E INTERIOR OF 

TROPICAL AUSTRALIA, in Search of a Route from Sydney to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 
By Lieut.-Colonel Sir T.L.M\UYie\\,^uV. D.C.L. Surveyor-General of New South Wales, 
and iate elective Member of Ibe V.e\5\a.V»v\.\ve Co\xut\\ o\ v\»ft. ^\qo?i . 8vo. with Maps, Views, 
and Engravings of Objects of Matuxal Vi\s\oiy « <2\«. cVox^. 
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ITT.— THE RURAL LIFE OF ENGLAND. 

WIUImb Howltt. Ne>w Rditlon, corrected and mrUed. Median 8to. with EnaT*vlnK* on 
od bf Bewick and WUliams, vuifom with " Visits to Remarkable Places/' 2U. cloth. 

ITT—THE RURAL AND DOMESTIC LIFE OF GERMANY: 

th Characteristic Sketches of its chief Cities and Scenery. Collected in a General Tour* 
I daring a Residence in that Country la the Years IMMS. Bf William Howitt, anthor 
* The Rval U/e of Englaadt" etc. Medium Svo., with above 60 lUustrutioiu, 2U. cloth. 

ITT.— THE STUDENT-LIFE OP GERMANY. 

m the Unpublished MS. of Dr. ComcUua. By WUliam Howltt. tro. with S4 Wood- 
frarlnrs, and 7 Steel PUtes, 31«. cloth. 

ITT.- COLONISATION AND CHRISTIANITY: 

lular History of the Treatment of the NatlTCS, In all their Coloolei, by the Europeans, 
"liam Howitt. Post 8to. lOa. M. doth. 
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30N.-PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING WILLS 

ronformlty with the Law, and particularly with reference to the Act 7 Wm. IT. and 1 Vict. 
S. To which is added, a clear Exposition of the Law rclatinf to the Distribution of Per- 
al Estate in the case of intestacy . with two Forms of Wills, and much useful Information, 
. By J. C. Hadsoo,Eaq. New Edltioti, corrected. Fcap. 8vo. 2$. 64. cloth. 

SON—THE EXECUTOR'S GUIDE. 

J. C. Hudson, Esq., of the Legacy Duty Office, London i anthor of *' Plain Directions 
Making WllU," and** The Parent's Hand. Book." New Edition. Foolscap Sro.fte. cloth. 

*•* Tkt mk»90 tm9 writ mmf i0 haitm Om»99lmm0, pri*07$. el9ti. 



BOLDT (BARON). -COSMOS! 

(ketA of a Physical Description of the Unhrerse. Traaslated, with the Author^ Sanction 
I Cooperation, under the superintendence of Lieutenant-Colonel EAwaxd Sabine, F.R.8. 
r. Sec. R.S. Vols. I. and II. poat 8to. 1S«. each, cloth. 

fon* ««ferl«e, Jfetrefntr. de reus $^r9lr e« ttitte •tematmm 49 \m 4Mmrmti»m, f «« /• 
•■•tfucKen dm C»l»nel SmUmt, enrltki* de r^e((/fr««eiif et dt n»te$ trH-prteieutf^ et 
' tmmlem^u mppf^tioUt e$t ImitnU par Immntllt fai wimewunt dertrivit Intfduit 
mrmfedmmitm UtUrmtmrt d0 •etre ^«pf."— Baron Humboldt to Mr. Murray. 

E.-THE LEARNED SOCIETIES AND PRINTING CLUBS OF THE 

riTED KINGDOM i being an Account of their respective Orirtn, History, Ohjeru, and 
nstitntioni full details rcspectlnc Membershto. Fees, their published Works and Tnins- 
lona. Notices of thdr Periods and Places of Meeting, etc. With a general latrodnctiun, 
1 a ClasslAed index. Compiled txom Official Documents, by the Rev. A. Hnme, LL.D., 
iJi. Post 8vo. 8s. M. clotB. 

T.— RESEARCHES ON LIGHT: 

Rzaminatlon of all the Phenomena ronneeted with the Chemical and Molecular Changes 
tduced by the Influence of the Solar Raysi embracinr all the known Photographic Pro- 
ises, and new Discoreries In the Art. By Robert Hunt, Keeper of Mining Records, 
iseum of Economic Geology. 8to. with Plate and Woddcuts, I0«. 64. cloth. 

rON.—FIVE YEARS IN THE EAST. 

R. N. Hutton. 2 vols, post 8to. with two Plates, 2Ii. cloth. 

BS.-A HISTORY OF THE LIFE OF EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE, 

1 of various Events connected therewith, which occurred during the Reign of Edward III. 
ig of Eaglaod. By O. P. R. James, Esq. New Edition. S vols, foolscap 8vo. irtth Map, Ms. 

ESON.— THE LEGENDS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS. 

iclr Uvea aad Acts, Chsencters. Habits, Attribute*, and Emblems, as Illustrated bv Art, 
•m the RarSest Ages of Chrlsthuilty to the Present Time. Bt Mrs. Jameson. Author of 
Chonetestollca ol Womea." Poet 8vo. irtth BtcMags by the Author^ aud u-«»»t«%'k 
oodcutt. V***««^ *auA^ . 
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MURRAY.— AN ENCYCLOPiCDIA OF CEOCRAPHY ; 

ComprUinf m complete Description of the Rarth: exliibitinf its Relation to tlie Heavenly 
Bodies, its Pliysical Stracture, tlie Natural History of eacli Country, and the Indostrr. Conf 
nerce, PoUtical Institutions, and CItU and Social State of all Nations. By Hoffh Murray, 
P.R.S.B. New Edition. 8to. with 82 hb^t, and upwards of 1,000 other Wood En- 
frariof B, it. cloth. 

NECKER DE SAUSSURE.— PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION ; 

Or, Considerations on the Course of Life. Trnnslated and Abridged from the French of 
Madame Necker De Saussure, by Mist HoUaud. 8 vols, foolscap 8to. 19s. 6i. cloth. 

%* Separatetg—9oh. t. and U. 12>. ; vol. III. 7«- 64. 

OWEN. — LECTURES, ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND PHYSI- 
OLOGY of THE INVERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delivered at the Royal College of Surgeons 
in 1843. By Richard Owen, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the College. From Notes taken 
by William White Cooper, M.R.C.S. and revised by Professor Owen. With Glossary and 
Index. 8yo. with nearly 140 Woodcuts, \A», cloth. 

OWEN — LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND 

PHYSIOLOGY of the VERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delirered at the Royal Colleire of 
Surgeons in 1844 and 184A. By Richard Owen, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the College. 
In 3 vols. Vol. I. 8to. with numeroui Woodcuts, 14*. cloth. [Fol. II. i$ in the preu. 

PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 

Richly Illuminated with appropriate Borden, printed In Colours, and In Black and Gold ; 
with a Design from one of the early German engravers. Square foolscap 8vo., uniform in 
sixe with the ** Sermon oa the Mount,*' Sl<., In a massive carved binding; morocco, 30*., 
bound by Hayday. 

PARKES.— DOMESTIC DUTIES: 

Or* Instructions to Young Married Ladies on the Management of their Hnnseholds and the 
Regulation of their Conduct in the various Relations an^ Duties of Married Life. By Mrs. 
W. Parkes. New Edition. Foolscap 8vo. 9t. cloth. 

PARNELL.— A TREATISE ON ROADS, 

Wherein the Principles on whirh Roads shotld be made are explained and illustrated by the 
Plans. SpecificHtloiis, and Contracts, made use of by ThomRS Telford, Esq., on the Hoiy- 
' head Road. Br the Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Pamell, Bart. New Edition, enlarged. 8vo. with 
Nine Plates, Sl«. cloth. 

PARROT.-THE ASCENT OF MOUNT ARARAT. 

By Dr. Friedrich Parrot, Professor of Natural Philosophy in the University of Dorpat, 
Russian Imperial Councillor of State, etc. Translated and Edited by W. D. Cooley, Ksq. 
author of the ** History of Maritime and Inland Discovery," etc. 8vo. with a Map by Arrow- 
smith, and Woodcuts, 14i. cloth. 

PEREIRA.— A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DIET: 

With Observations on the Dletetlcal Regimen suited for Disordered States of the DiresUve 
Organs; and an Account of the Dietaries of some of the principal Metropolitan and other 
EstablishmeMts for Paupers, Lunatics, Criminals, Children, the Sick. etc. By Jou. Perelra, 
M.D. F.R.S., author of ^'Elements of Materia Medlca." 8vo. 16«. cloth. 

PERICLES : 

A Tale of Athens In the 83d Olymplvd. By the Author of " A Brief Sketch of Greek Phllo- 
aophy." 2 vols, post 8vo. 18<. cloth. 

PESCHEL (C. F.)— ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS, 

By C. F. Peschel, Principal of the Royal Military Cullege, Dresden, etc. etc. Translated 
from the German, with Notes, by E. West. 3 vols. fcap. 8vo. with Woodcuts, 3U. cloth. 

r Part I. The Physics of Ponderable Bodies. Fcap. 8vo. 7*. 6<f. cloth. 
Separately 'J p„t II. Imponderable Bodies (Light, Heat, Mngnetism, Electricity, 
L and Electro-Dynamics) . 3 vols. fcap. 8vo. 13«. M. cloth. 

PHILLIPS.-FICURES & DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PALAEOZOIC FOSSILS OF 

CORNWALL, DEVON, and WEST SOMERSET; observed in the course of the Ordnance 
Geological Survey of that District. By John Phillips, F.R.S. F.G.8. etc. Published by 
Order ot the Lords Commualonen ot A.tiL.ttc.'MiVx^. Bvo. with 60 Plates, comprising 
very nameroua Flgttrea*9i.clot.Vi. 
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'S CABINET CYCLOPEDIA; 

tries of Orifiiul Works on HbUny. Blogtmphj, Natval Pkllocophj, Natanl 
iteratare.tlic :4cieiiccs. Art*. ui4 Maaafactarts. By Bbkop Thirl wall, tUr Jaaea 
k. Sir Jokn Hencbcit Sir Walter Scott, Tbonaa Moore, Robert Soatkey, aad other 
Writer!. Condacted and edited bj Dr. Lardaer. 

complete la Oac Hundred trnd TklrC]r>thrt« Volnaics, Ml. 18*. The Worka 
6e. per ▼olnae. 

Tie Serlee fmfrUen t — 



orjofRnssla • Ivols. \X». 

ts of British Pocta S vols. Ua. 

IVeatlsc on Optica 1 toI. 6e. 

Isterr of Maritiose 

nd Disco? erjr . 1 vols. 18«. 

istory of France . 1 vola. Us. 

I'sTrantlacoaPro* 

g . • 1 e0l» M. 

dl'sRlBtorroftke 

tepnblicB . . 1 vol. 6e. 

idl's Pall of tke 

Cnpire . . 9toU. ISe. 

Tkeadae on CbcM> 

. . 1 Tol. 6e. 

Domestic BcononffSvoU. 12s. 

History of Spain 
«fal . iToU. Me. 

History of Dca« 
weden, and Nor> 

. iTots. ISs. 

History of Poland 1 vol. U. 

History of th« 
^ Empire . S toIs. IBs. 

Historr of Europe 

te MidiUc Af es . 4 vols. 7M. 

Uves of BritUk 
lU ... 9 Tob. 111. 

Lives of Early 
of Great Britain . 1 voL U. 

listory of the 

tates . . . 9 Tols. 1S«. 

Grecian and Ro- 

qnities . . 2 vols. 13s. 

Ivcsof theStates- 

le Commottwealtli i *«b. 80e. 

lacldntosht and 

y's Lives of 

tatcsmen . Jvola. 4Z«. 

lO/MUltaiyCom- 

. . Ivols. 18s. 

iUtory of th« 

•ds . . . 1 vol. ts. 

'A'eatise on 

• 1 vol. 6s. 

IVeatlae on As* 

. Ivnl. 6s. 

limlnary DU* 
th» Study of 
loMiphy . . 1vol. 6*. 

e . . . 9 vols. ISs. 

tserland . . 1 vol. %t. 

ntise on the 

8 lu Metal . 1 vols. IBs. 

of Foreign 
«... 5 vols. Us. 

ei's Treatise 
;s . . .1 vol. 6s. 



SS. Kdfhtley's Ontllncs of His* 

tory I vol. 6s. 

8S. Lardner's Treatise on Aritk^ 

metic 1 voL 6s. 

S4. Lardner'sTreat. on Geometry I vol. 6s. 

St. Lnidner's Treatise on Heat . 1 voL 6s. 

36. Lardner's Treatise on Hydro- 
statics and Pncumatica . I voL 6s. 

117. Lardoer and Walker's Elec- 
tricity and Majcnotlam . 9 vols, ISs. 

S8. Mackintoak. WalUee, and 

Bell's HUtory of England, 10 vob. 60i. 

19. Moal«omery and Skelley's 
Lives of Italian, Spanish, 
aiid Portagvcse Aathors . 1 vols. ISs. 

40. Moore's History of Ireland . 4 vols. 34s. 

41. Nirkolas*s Chronology of 

HUtory .... 1 vol. 6s. 

4S. Phillipa's Treat, on Geology S vols. ISs. 

4S. Powell's HUtory of Natoral 

Philosophy ... 1 voL 6s. 

44. Porter's IVeatlae on tke 

Maanfactare of Silk . . 1 vol. 6s. 

45. Porter's Ttvatise on the 

Manufactare of Porcelain 

andGlaas .... IvoL 6s. 

46. Roseoe's Uvea of BritUh 

Lawyers .... 1 vol. 6s. 

47. Scott's History of Scotland . 3 vols. 12s. 

48. Skellev's lives of French 

Antbors .... 3 vob. I3s. 

40. Shackard and Swainson's 

Ttreatiae on Inaecu . . I voL 6s. 

M. Soather's Uvea of Britbh 

Adadrab . . . . i voU. Us. 

SI. Stebbing's History of the 

Charch .... 3 vols. ISs. 

83. Stebbing's HUtory of the 

Reformation ... 3 vols. 13s. 

68. Sarainaon'B PrcliminarT DIa* 

conrsc on Natural Uutory, 1 vol. 6s. 

14. Swalnaon't Natural History 

and Classi6enlion of 

Animab .... 1vol. 6s. 

66. Swalnaon'a Habiu and In- 

stincts of Animab • 1 vol. 6s. 

M. Swainson's Qaadrapeda , I voL 6s. 

67. Swaineon's Birds ... 3 vob. 13f . 

15. Bwahmon's FUk, Repdlca, 

due. 3 vob. ISs. 

Cft. SwaineM's SheUs uaA Shen* 

Ash 1 vol. 6s. 

80. Swainson's Anbsala In Me- 

na^ries .... 1vol. 6s. 

61. Swainson's Tksidermy and 

Bibliography ... 1 vol. 6a. 

63. Tk\tlw»\V» U\%\»n o\QtY««*» ^t***. •«» 
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26 N£W WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 

RICH.— AN ILLUSTRATED COMPANION TO THE LATIN DICTIONARY; 

Beinf a Dictionnry of all the Words respecting Visible Objectn connected with the Arts, 
Science, sad Kverj-day Life of the Ancients. Illnstrated by nearly 2,000 Woodcuts from 
the Antique. By Anthony Rich, Jun. B.A. late of Cains CoUeife, Cambridife; and one of 
tlte contributors to Dr. Smith's ** Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquitictf." Post 8ro. 

[/fi theprett. 



RICHTER.— LEVANA ; OR, THE DOCTRINE OF EDUCATION. 
Translated from the 6«*maa of Jean Paul Fr. Richter. Post 8to. 10« . %d. cloth. 

RIDDLE.- A COMPLETE ENCUSH- LATIN AND LATIN-ENCUSH DIC- 
TIONARY, from the best sources, chiedy German. By the Rer. J. £. Riddle, M.A. New 
Kdltioa. 8ro. 31s. «rf. cloth. 

t %* Separately— The Eoflish-Latia Dictionary, lOs.M.; the Latin-English Dictionary, 31<. 

RIDDLE.-1a DIAMOND LATIN-ENCUSH DICTIONARY. 

A Guide to the Meaninir, Quality, and right Accentuation of Latin Classical Words. By 
the Rev. J. E. Riddle, M.A. New Edition. Royal 82mo. 4«. bound. 

RIDDLE.-LETTERS FROM AN ABSENT CODFATHER: 

Or, a Compendium of Religious Instruction for Young Persons. By the Rev. J. E. Riddle, 
M.A. Foolscap 8to.6«. cloth. 

RIDDLE.— ECCLESIASTICAL CHRONOLOGY; 

Or, Annals of the Christian Church, from its Foundation to the present Time. Containing a 
View of General Church History, and the Course of Secular Events ; the Limits of the Church 
and its Relations to the State -, ControTcrsies ; Sects and Parties ; Rites, institutions, and 
Discipline ; Ecclesiastical Writers, etc. By the ReT. J. E. Riddle, M.A. 8vo. 1&«. cloth. 

RITCHIE (ROBERT.)— RAILWAYS: THEIR RISE AND PROGRESS, AND 

CONSTRUCTION, with Remarlcs on Railway Accidents, and Proposals for their Preven- 
tion. By Robert Ritchie, Esq., F.R. S., S. A., Ciril Engineer, Associate of the Institatioa 
of Ciril Engineers, etc. reap. 8to. with Woodcuts ancri>iagrams, 9f . cloth. 

RIVERS.— THE ROSE AMATEUR'S GUIDE: 

Containing ample Descriptions of all the fine leading ▼arieties of Roses, regularly classed in 
their respective Families; their History and Mode of Culture. By T. Rivers, Jun. Fourth 
Edition, corrected snd improved. Foolscap 8vo.6f. cloth. 

ROBINSON.-THE WHOLE ART OF MAKING BRITISH WINES, CORDIALS, 

AND LIQUEURS, IN THE GREATEST PKRFECTION ; AS ALSO STRONG AND 
CORDIAL WATERS. To which is added, a Collection of Valuable Recipes for Brewing 
Fine and Strong Ales, and Miscellaneous Articles connected with the Practice. By James 
Robinson. Fcap. 8vo. 6«. cloth. 

ROBINSON (JAMES).~THE VmOLE ART OF CURING, PICKLING, 

and SMOKING MEAT and FISH, both in the British and Foreign Modes. With many 
useful Miscellaneons Recipes, and full Directions for the Construction of an Economical 
Drying-Chimney and Apparatus, on an entirely new Plan. By James Robinson, Eighteen 
Years a Practical Curer. Fcap. 8vo. At. 6d. cloth. 

ROGERS.— THE VEGETABLE CULTIVATOR: 

Containing a plain and accurate Description of all the different Species of Culinary Vegetables, 
with the most approved Method of Cultivating them by Natural and Artificial Means, and the 
best Modes of Coolcing them. By John Rogers, author of "The Fruit Cultivator." New 
Edition. Foolscap 8vo. 7«> cloth. 

ROGET.-THE ECONOMIC CHESS-BOARD; 

Being a Chess-Board, provided with a complete set of Chess-Men, for playing Games in 
carriages, or out of doors, and for folding up, and carrying in the pocket, without dis* 
turbing the Game. Invented by P. M. Roi{et, M.D. and registered according to Act of 
Parliament. New Edition. In a neat fcap. 8ro. case, price 2t. 6d, 

ROWTON.— THE FEMALE POETS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

Chronologically arrantred : with copious Specimens, and Critical Remarlis. Bt Frederic 
Rowton, author of " Tlie Debater," etc. Square crown 8vo. [/m the preu. 

ROWTON (F.)— THE DEBATER? 

Beiaif a Series of complete Debates^ Outlines of Debates, and Questions for Dlscnssioa. 

(Tith ample referencea to tVie ^eM aoxnTcea olVuloroMXxQu upon each particular topic. By 

Frederic Rowton, Lecturer on Geneta\lA\eT».V.uie* Yo«»\at%Ji%<o.^.s:\B\.\k, * 
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LOUDON (J. C.)-SELF. INSTRUCTION FOR YOUNG GARDENERS, 

Forettcra. Bailiffa, Laiid Stevarda, aod Fnrmera i in Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Geo- 
metiy, Menauration, Practical Trigonumetry, Mechanica, Laud-Sarfcylnet LeTeilini;, 
Plauoingand Mapping, Arcliitectaral Drawing, and laometrical Projection and Perspective i 
vitb Exanplei chewing their applications to Horticatturai and Agricoltural Parpoaea. 
B7 the late J. C. Loudon, F.L.S. H.S. etc. With a Portrait of Mr. London, and a Memoir 
hy Mra. London. 8to. with Wood EugraTings, 7«. 64. doih, 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOP>EDIA OF TREES AND SHRUBS; 

Being the ''Arboretum et Fruticetnm BriUnnicom" abridged : containing the Hardj Trera 
and hhmba of Great Britain, Natire and Foreign, acientificallj and popalarly described : 
with their Propagation, Cultnre, and Uaes in the Artt. B7 J. C. Loudon, r.L.S. etc. Hvo. with 
apwarda of 3,U0U Engravings on Wood, 3/. Uto. cloth. 

A New Edltloa of the Original Work, in 8 vols. 8yo. with above 400 ocUto Plates of Trees, 
andupwardaof 2,^mW WoodenU, lOL cloth. 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOP>EDIA OF GARDENING; 

Presentlnr in one sfatematic view, the Histoir and Present State of Gardening In all Coan> 
tries, and its Theory and Practice in Great Britain: with the Management of the Kitchen 
Garden, the Flower Garden, Laying<out Gronnds, etc. Br J. C. London, F.L.S. etc. A new 
Edition, tvo.with nearly i,OUU Kngravings on Wood, 3/. 10*. doth. 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOP>EDIA OF AGRICULTURE; 

Comprising the Theory and Practice of the Valuation, Transfer, Laylng-out, Improrement, 
and Management of Landed Property, and of the caliWatlon and economy of the Animal and 
Vegetable Productions of Agriculture, including all the latest Improrements. by J. C. 
Loudon. F.L.G.Z. and H.S. etc. Fifth Kdltlon. 8to. with upwards of 1,100 Engravings 00 
Wood, by Branston, 8/. 10«. doth.— The Sapplemeat, sr^arefe/jr, it. sewed. 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOP>EDIA OF PLANTS; 

including all the Plants which are now found in, or have been introduced Into, Great Britain : 
■riving their Natural History, accompanied by such Descriptions, Engraved Figures, and 
Rlementary Details, as may enable a beginner, who is a mere English reader, to dtacovcr the 
name of every Plant which he may find in flower, and acquire all the Information renpeeUng 
it which is usefnland interesting. ByJ. C. liOudon, F.L S., etc. The Specific Characten 
by an Eminent Botanist { the Drawings by J. D. C. Sowerbr, F.L.S. A new Edition, with a 
new Supplement and a new Index. 8to. with nearly 10,000 Wood Engravings, 73«. 6d. doth. 

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOP>EDlA OF COTTAGE, FARM, AND VILLA 

ARCHITECTURB and FURNITURE. Contaioiog Designs for Cottages, Villas, Farm 
Hoasea, Farmeries, Countnr Inns, Public Houses, Parochial cichoois.etc. ; with the reqniaite 
Flttiiio*BP« Fixtures, and Furniture, and appropriate Offices, Gardens, and Garden Scenery t 
eaeli Design accompanied by Analytical and Critical Itemnrks. Br J. C. London, F.L.S. 
etc. New Edition, Edited by Mra. Loudon. 8vo. with more than3/)00 Engravingsoo Wood, 
63f. cloth. — ^The Supplement, «e^ara(efjr, 8vo. Jt. M. sewed. 



A Catalofpie of all the Plants indigenous to or Introduced Into Britain. _New Rdition. 

a 



LOUDON.^HORTUS BRITANNICUS: 

A Catalofpie of all the Plants indigenous 

with a Sapplcmenl, prepared, under the direction of J. C. Loudon, by W. H. Baxter, au< 

revised by George Don, F.L.S. 8to. 31s. fid. cloth. 

LOUDON.— THE SUBURBAN GARDENER AND VILLA COMPANION: 

Comprising the Choice of a Villa or Suburban Residence, or of a Situation on which to form 
one; the Arrangement and Famishing of the House; and the Laying-out, Planting, and 
general Management of the Garden and Grounds t the whole adapted for Grounds from one 
perch to fiftv acres and upwards in extent « intended for the instruction of those who know 



little of Garocning or Rural Affain, and more particularly for the use of Ladies. ByJ. C 
London, P.L.S., etc. 8vo. with above 800 Wood EugnTings,r 



,aOa. cloth. 



LOUDON.-HORTUS UGNOSUS LONDINENSIS; 

Or, a Catalogue of all the Ligneous PlanU evltivated in the neighbourhood of London. To 
«rkicli are added their Moal Prteee in Nnraerles. By J. C. Loudon, F.L.S. etc. 8to. 7f . M. 

LOW.~ON LANDED PROPERTY, AND THE ECONOMY OF ESTATES; 

Comprehcndlngthe Relations between Landlord and Tenant, and the Prindplce and Forma 
of Leases; of Farm Buildings, Eeciosores, Drains, EmbankmenU^ IL««A%«va4«CbKt^^v 
Works, MineraU, and Woods. By David Low, V.aa.Y^.ft.^. aicaiavVj^tA "^^J^as^a 
«f PrarticaJ AgrJcnitnre/' etc. 8to. with numenas Wfto4 "t^ira.^\ti^%,^\».<V«f»>. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 



SHORT WHIST I 

Its Rise, ProgresB, and L»ws i with tbe recent Decisions of the Clubs, ant 
makeanf ones Whist Plarer. ContalniutfalsotheLawsof Piauet, Cassino. I 
Bacltvammoii. By Major A • • • • • h^v Edition. Towhica are added. Pi 
By Mrs. B • • * • • Foolscap 8yo.8«. cloth, gilt edj;es. 
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SHUNAMMITB.— THE GOOD SHUNAMMITE. 

Vrom the Scriptures— 2 Kings, chap. IV. 8 to 37. With Six Original Des 
uid an Ornamental Border to each page, in the Missal style, bv L. Grv 
Colours and Gold. Square fcap. 8vo. uniform in size with ** Miracles of ou 
massire carred covers ; or 39«. bound in morocco, in the Misaal style. 

SINCLAIR.— THE JOURNEY QF LIFE. 

By Catherine SinrUir, author of *' Modern A<'cnmpUshments,** " Modem 
BouTcrie," etc. New Edition, corrected and enlarged. Fcap. 8to. 6f. clot 

8INNETT.— BY-WAYS OF HISTORY, FROM THE TWELF 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY. £y Mrs. Percy Sinnett. 2 vols, post 8to. 18*. 

THE SKETCHES ; 

Three Tales. By the Authors of '< Any Herbert," "The Old Man's Horn 
stone." Fcap. 8to. with 6 Plates. 8«. cloth. 

••• PublUhed In Aidt^ftkt Fundi for the Church and SehooU, Bomehurek, 
SMITH.-SACRED ANNALS s 

Or, Researches into the History and Religion of Mankind, from the Creat 
to the Death of Isaac t deduced from the Writings of Moses and other 1 
copiously iUnatrated and confirmed by the ancient Records, Tr«ditions, i 
the Heathen World. By George Smith, F.S.A. etc. author of **The Rel 
Britain," etc. Crown 8to. 10*. cloth. 

SMITH (GEORGE).— THE RELiaON OF ANCIENT BRITAIN HI 

CO>fSIDKRBD: Or, a Succinct Account nf the several Religious Syat 
obtained in this Island from the Earliest Times to the Nnrman Conque 
Investigation Into the Early Progress of Error in the Christian Church, thi 
the Gospel into Britain, and the State of Religion In England till Poper 
Ascendancy. By George Smith, F.A.S. New kditibn. 8vo. 7<. 64- cloth. 

SMITH (GEORGE).— PERILOUS TIMES: 

Or, the Agressions of Anti-Christian Error on Scriptural Christianityi eoi 
encetothe Dangers and Duties of Protestants. By George Smith, F.A.S 
Royal Asiatic Society, and of the Royal Society of titerature. Foolscap 8 

SMITH.— AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF BOTANY 

Bv Sir J. R. Smith, late President of the Linniean Society. 7th Edition, cot 
the object of Smith's " Grammar of BoUny" is combined with that of the 
Bv Sir William Jackson Hooker, K.H. LL.D. etc. 8vo. with 36 Steel P. 
with coloured Plates, 2t.l2$.6d. cloth. 

SMITH—COMPENDIUM OF THE ENGLISH FLORA. 

By Sir J. E. Smith. New Edition, with Additions and Correctlont. By £ 

rjmo. 7s>6<f. cloth. 

THE SAME IN LATIN. New Edition. ISmo. 7<.6tf> 

SMITH.— THE ENCUSH FLORA. 

By Sir James Edward Smith, M.D. F.R.S., late President of the Linns 
8 vols. 8vo. 3i. 12s. boards. 

SMITH (SYDNEY).- SERMONS PREACHED AT ST. PAU 

DRAL, the Foundling Hospital, and several Churches In London ; toge 
addressed to a Country Congregation. By the late Rev. Sydney Smith, Ca 
pt St. Paul's Cathedral. 8vo. 12s. cloth. 

SMITH.^THE WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 

New Edition, with Additions. 8 vols. 8vo. with Portr^t, 36l. cloth. 

SOME PASSAGES frROM MOOE.RH W&TORY, j 

By the Author of " Letter* loMyUnVuowftUtVeTaia," wi^L^^t^^V**.^**** 
8ro.6i.M. cloth. 
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T.— MESMERBM AND ITS OPPONENTS. 

org* Sandby, M.A. Vicar of FIizton» Saffolk. Second CdlUoiii considerably enlarged ; 
B tntrodnctory Chapter ou the Uwatility of ttcieatUc and Medical Men to Meamensm. 
. 16mo. i$, sewed. 

Steiid and fmeludimg Pmrt ia utarlf r9adg, and mUt mvt troeed tm prit* Pmrt I. 
ORD (REV. JOHN).-PAROCHIAUA, 

treh. School, and Pariah. By the Rev. John Sandford, B.D. Vicar of Dancharch, 
dn to the Lord BUhop of Wmceaterf Hen. Canon of Worcesler, and Rnral Oean. 
1th nnaerons Woodcvta, lt$. cloth. 

)RD.— WOMAN IN HER SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC CHARACTER. 

ft. John Sandlord. 6th Uditioo. Foolscap (fro. 6a. cloth. 

JRD.^FEMALE IMPROVEMENT. 

•.John Sandford. New Edition. Foolscap Sro.Tt. cloth. 

DEN (PROF. )-PR|NCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANY. 

J. Schleideo, Professor of Botany at Jena. Translated by E. Lankaster, If .D. F.L.8. 
ith numerous Wood Engraviogs. [/n thepreaa. 

BURGK.— THE HISTORY OF BARBADOSi 

rising a Geographical and Sutistlcal Description of the Island i a Slcetch of the 
ical KTeoU since the Settlemeot i and an Account of its Geology and Natural Pro- 
ns. By Sir Robert H. Schoniburgit, Ph.D. K.U.E. etc. Royal 8ro. with Chart, Views, 
igrcvtngs, Sis. M. cloth. 

BURGK —A TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP OF THE ISLAND OF BAR- 
'S, baaed upon Mayo's Original Survey in 1721, and correeted to the year 1S4A. By 
ibert H. Schoraburgli, Ph.U. K.R.K. Eugrared by Arrowsmith, on 3 large ahcets, 
•lowed. 

SNHAUER— YOUTHFUL LIFE AND PICTURES OF TRAVEL: 

the Autobiography of Madam* Schopcahaner. Translated from the Geraui. t vols. 
ftp ^o. 1 2s. boards. 

RD.-SIR EDWARD SEA WARD'S NARRATIVE OF HIS SHPWRECK, 

•nsequent Discovery of certain Islands in the Caribbean Sea : with a Detail of many 
rdinary and highly interesting Events in his Ufe, from 173S to 1749. as written In bis 
iary. Edited by Miss Jane Porter. New Edition. 2 vols, post 8vo.31f. cloth. 



WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS: 

Chaucer to Withers. With Biocraphical Sketches, by R.South*y,LL.D. 
)«. doth i or, with gilt edges, 81s. M. 
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WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS: 

Ben Jonsou to Coleridge. With Biographical and Critical Prefaces by Dr. Aiiiln. 
Edition, with additioad Selections, from move recent Poets, by Lucy Aiiiin. Medium 
Is. cloth. 

T peenltar /eatnrt 9/ tkfaa tmo m9rka la, that tk* Poems inetuiedampriMtedeuHrt 
»tUatiou or obridgmtnt, 

I ON THE MOUNT (THE). 

ed as a Birthdav-Prcseot, or Gift- Book for all Seasons. Printed in Gold and Colours, 
MUskI Stvle s «nth Ornamental Borders by Owen Jones, Architect, and an lilnminated 
ipiece bv W. Boxall, Esq. A new edition. Foolscap 4to. in a rich nrocadcd silk cover, 
r bouna in morocco, by Hayday, 2Ss. 

EARE, BY BOWDLER. 

'AMILY SH AKSPBARE , in wUch nothing Is added to the Original Test i but those 
and Expressions are omitted which cannot with propriety be read aloud. By T. 
!r, Eaq. F.R.S. New Edition. 8vo. with M Illustrations after Smlrke, etc., 21s. 
or, witkoot Ilkntratlona, 8 vols. 8vo. 4/. 14s. W. boards. 



2RD CREV. W.)-HOR^ APOSTOLIOE; 

DigestediNarrative of the Acts, Lives, and Writfnga of the ApoMlea. Artaaged 
»g to TolrBsend. By the Rev. WUIIam Shepherd, B.D. Rector ^ MMt:is«v V^ti&v^. 
and Eunl Dean. Fcap. 8vo. As. 6d. clotb. 



3w 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 



SHORT WHIST I 

Its Rise, ProfTMB, and L«wsi wllk the recent Deciilons of tk« dmht.nnd 
make anjr one i MThUt Plarer. Coatalniuit aUothe Lava of Piauct, Caaalao. Ec« 
Backfamokon. By Major A • • • • • Nevlfdition. Towkick arc added, Prer« 
Br Mrs. B • • • • • Foabeap8ro.l«.cl«itk,fiUedffes. 

SHUNABfMITE.— THE GOOD 8HUNAMMITE. 

Prom the Scriptnrea— 9 Klnrt. chap. IV. 8 to S7. Witk Six Original Dedg* 
and an Omaaaental Border to each pafCi la tkc Miasal style, br L. GnHvi 
Colears and Gold. Sqnare fcap. 8vo. nnlfonn In she with ** Miracles of onr L 
massiva earred covers { or SQ§. bound in morocco, in tke Mlacal style. 

SINCLAIR^THE JOURNEY QF LIFE. 

Br Catkerine .SinrUIr. author of *' Modern A"cnmpUsbmenls,** *< Modem So 
BouTcrla/'etc. New Edition, corrected and enlarfcd, Fcap. Svo.fie. dotk. 

8INNETT.— BY-WAYS OF HISTORY, FROM THE TWELFTI 
SIXTEENTH CENTURY. Br Mrs. Percr Sinnetu StoU. poatSvo. ISt. d 

THE sketches; 

Three Tales. Br the Author* of *< Amr Herbert," ** The Old Man's Hoaso," 
stooe/* Fcap. 8ro. vlth 6 Plates. 8a. cloth. 

••• PmilUkfd im AU 9f tke Fmrndi/t tkt Ckmrth mmd Seho^tt, B*mekmrck^ U 
SMITH.~SACRED ANNALS i 

Or, Researches into the Historr and Religion of Mankind, from the CreatSen 
to the Death of Isaac i deduced lirnm the Writings of Moses nnd other Inai 
copiouilv itlttstrsted and cootmed br the ancient Records, Tr*4itlo«is, aad 
the Heathen World. Br George Smith, F.S.A.etc. author of **Thc B«Ugi 
Britain," etc. Crown 8ro. 10s. cloth. 

SMITH (GEOROEX-THE REUQON OF ANCIENT BRITAIN HRT 

roNSIDKflRD t Or, a Succinct Account of the scTcral Rellglona Syatcm 
obutned in this Island from the Earliest Times to the N»rman C<mqii*sti 
Investigation into the Barlr Progress of Error In the Christian ChuzcK, the li 
the Gospel Into Britain, and the State of Religion In England till PoMrrh 
Ascendaaer. By George Smith, F.A.S. New Edition. 8to. 7«. 6d. cloth. 

SMITH (GEORGE).— PERILOUS TIMES s 

Ur, the Agressions of Anti-Christian Error on Scriptural ChrlatianltTi eoaak 
encetothe Dangers and Duties of ProtesUnU. BTtieorge Smith. FJi.S.M 
Royal Asiatic Socletr, and of the Roral Societr of Literature. Foolac«p Sao. 

SMITH.— AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF BOTANY. 

Bv Sir J. E. Rmith, late President of the Linnman Society. ith Edition, eorrec 
the object of Smith's " Grammar of Botanr" la combined with that of the *' I 
Br Rir William Jackson Hooker, K.H. LL.D. etc. 8vo. withJM Stool Plat* 
with coloured Plates, 3(.I3«.6d. cloth. 

SMITH-COMPENDIUM OF THE ENGLISH FLORA. 

Br Sir J. E. Smith. New Edition, with Additions and Conoctlons. B j III 1 
I'Jmo. 7$. id. cloth. 

THE SAME IN LATIN. New Edition. ISmo. 7«. M. 

SMITH.— THE ENCUSH FLORA. 

Br Sir James Edward Smith, M.D. F.R.8., late President of th« L l na ana I 
8rols.8ro.Il.l3>. boards. 

SMITH (8YDNEY).-SERMONS PREACHED AT ST. PAUL'S 
ORAL, the Foundling Hospital, and several Chorchea In London t 
addressed to a Coantrr CungTCgation. By the late Rev. Srdnej Smith, < 
Iral. 8ro. ISs. < " 



Of St. Panl'a Cathtdi 



, cloth. 




SMITH.^THE WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH. 

New Edltlea, with Additions. 8 rols.Sro. with Portrait, 86«. doth. 



SOME PASSAGES FROM MODERN HISTORY. 



I 



Br Iht Aathor of •* Lettttta \oH7VidnnwultV«u&a«'> %».«.«« Tw«lf a Tgtftftii 
8v«.ff.M.elotk. '•' 




PUBLISHED BY MESSRS. LONGHANl AND CO. 
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LARDNEH*8 CABINET CVCLOPyCDIA; 

Tkt 8ert9$ eomfrUn i— 



1 • Bcirs History of Roi bU . 1 volt. \6$. 

a. BcU't Urn ofBriUiih PoeU StoU. 19«. 

8. BrcwtUr'«TVe»tlMOBOpllc« 1 vol. te. 

4. Cooler's HUtoiy of Maritine 

and Inland Ducoverj . S toIs. 18«. 

5. Crowe's History of France . 1 vob. Us. 

6. De Morgan's TrsatlM on PrO' 



irjfai 
babilkles .... 1 vol. 6e. 

7. De SUmondi's History of tlic 

lUllan RepabUcs . 1 rol. U. 

8. De SitaoDdl's Fall of tbc 

Koman Kmplre . . Svola. ISs. 

9. DoBwvan's Treatise on Ckeoi* 

Utry 1 vol. 8«. 

10. Donovan's Domestic Bconony, t vols. 12«. 

11. Dnnhani'a History of Spain 

and Portugal . i toIb. 10«. 

U. DnnlMa's History ot Den. 
narlif Sweden, and Nor- 
*B7 .... . StoIs. ISf. 

13. Danhaa's History of Poland 1 vol. U. 

14. DBnli«a*a History of tke 

Uennanf^ Knpire . . S vols. 18«. 
li. Dnnliaai's Hiatorv of Europe 

daring the MidcUe Ages . 4 vols. 24«. 

16. Dnnhaoi's Lives of British 

DrainatUu ... 2 Tols. Ui. 

17. Dunham's Ures of Early 

Writers of Great Briuin . 1 toL U. 

15. Ferrns's History of the 

United 8utes . . . S vols. ISt. 

19. Fosbrolie's Oreelan and Ro- 

man Antiquities . . 2 toIs. 13s. 

20. Forster's Lives of the States* 

men of the Commonwealth ft *«b. SOs. 

21. Forster, Mackintosh, and 

Cnnrtenay's Lives of 
British Sutesmen 



t3. Cleg's Uveao/MUItary Com- 
mandera 

83. Grattan's History of the 
Netherlands . . 



7 vols. 42*. 
3 vob. 18«. 
1 vol. ts. 
1 vol. 6s. 
Ivnl. 6e. 



24. Hrnslow's Treatise on 
Botany .... 

S. Herschel's Treatise on As 
tronomy ... 

2B. Uerschel's Preliminary Dls- 
conrse on the i^tudy of 
Natual Philosophy . . 1vol. 6a. 

• rl7. aiatory of Rome ... 2 vols. 12t. 

» It. History of Swftserland . . 1 vol. §t. 

■^ 0. Holland's Trentise on the 

Maaniactures iu Metal . 3vols. ISt. 

l^^jBt James's Lives of Foreign 

I , Statesmen .... ivola. SOs. 

^t'lB. Kalerand l^udoet's IVcatlse 

^ on Mechanics . . .1 vol. 6f . 



32. KeighUey's Outlines of Hia« 

»«»7 IvoL 6s. 

38. Lard ner's Treatise on Aritk^ 

nctic IvoL 6s. 

34. Lardner's Treat, on Geometry 1vol. 6e. 

35. Lardner's Treatise on Heat . 1 voL 6s. 

36. Lardner's Treatise on Hydro* 

sUtics and Pneumatics . 1 vol. 6s. 

87. Lardner and Wallier's Elec- 
tricity and MagnetUm . 2 vols. 12«. 

38. Mackintosh, Wallacet and 

BeU's HUtory of England, 10 vob. flOs. 

39. Montgomery and Shelley's 

Lives of Italian, Spanish, 

and Portuguese Authors . 8 vols. 18s. 

40. Moore's Hbtory of Ireland . 4 vols. 84«. 

41. Nicholas's Chronology of 

Hbtoiy .... 1 vol. 6». 

43. Phillips's Treat, on Geology 2 vob. Its. 

43. Powell's Hbtory of Natural 

Philosophy . 1 v«L 6s. 

44. Porter's T^atUe on the 

Manufacture of Silk . . 1 vol. 6s. 

45. Porter's Treatise on the 

Manufacture of Porcelain 

and Glass .... 1vol. 6s. 

46. Roscoe's Lives of Britbh 

Lswyers .... 1 vol. 6«. 

47. Scott's History of Scotland . 2 vola. 13s. 

48. Shellev's Lives of French 

Authors .... 2 vob. 19k. 
40. Shuckard and Swalnson's 

Ttreatiae on Insecu . . 1 vol. 6«. 
M. Souther's Lives of Britbh 

Admlrals .... Sveb.SQf. 

51. Stebbing's History of the 

Church .... 2 vob. 12s. 

52. Stebbing's History of tke 

Reformation . . 2 vols. 12s. 

53. Swalnson's Preliminary Die* 

coarse on Natural History, 1 vol« 6s. 

54. Swalnson'e Natural History 

and ClaaalAenlloB of 
Animab . 1 vol. 6«. 

56. SwainsOn's Habiu and In- 
stincts of Animab , 1 vol. 6«. 

56. Swalnson's Quadrupeds . I voL 6«. 

57. Swaineon's Birds . . . 2 vob. 12*. 
56. Swalnson's Fish, Reptilea, 

^e. 2 vob. IS*. 

50l Swalnson's Shelb and Shell* 

6sh 1 vol. 6e. 

60. Swalnson'a Animals In Me- 

nageries .... 1vol. 6«. 

61. Swalnson's Taxidermy and 

Bibliography ... 1 vol. ««, 

62. TUtlwaiVa HVaXnri Q\Qit*««« ^^<^3k. Kte 
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